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Conceive it very proper - fo fa n me, © 
I! and of the greateſt Concern« 
ment to you, to lay particular- 
ly before your Eyes thoſe | hopeful 
Means of Reformation which GOD 
hath lately pleaſed, in Infinite Morey, 
to raiſe up among3t you. | 
I know I need not. tell you, That 
you are Denizons of a City ,which for 
its commodious Situation, Trade, 
Riches, and Plenty of all neceſſary © 
A 2 lee 
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Accommodations, is inferior to few ;| 


and for its Evangettcat Enjoy: 
ments; Liberty,aud Laws,'s happy 
above all the Cities im the World, 
*- "But Tmuſt mConfeitnce mm you, 
That aff theſe zyeat Enjoyments are 


in manifeſt Danger of being loſt by | 


thoſe horrid Enormutis, which have 


for ſome Tears paſt bounded in this 


great City : ' for indeed they: 'are 
groſs, ſ{candalaus,and crying, ever 


ro the Reproach of the Government of | 
- * your City,and tothe great Diſhonaar 


of the Chriftian Religion. Ad þ 


therefore, 1 beſeech you, oven by your 
Hope of Mercy in both Worlds, that 
you would effeFtually jet your ſelves to 
pull. up thoſe Peſtiferous Roots, 
which will produce nothing but Gall 
' and Bitterneſs to You and Vours'in this 

bife, and that to come. | 
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AND Iemtreat you, with all poſſi 
ble Earneſineſs, that Jou would not 
trifle nor deliberate long in a Caſe of 


ſuch abſolute Neceſſity, but ſet to it 


with as much E arieſtneſ and Aſ(ſ1du- 
ity as you would to quench the Flames 
which. you ſaw kmdated upon your 


Hoſes (of 'whith you above others 


| have had awakening Inſtances) of us 
you would remoug Per ſons infeRed 


with the Plague from -among you ; 


| A diſmal Caſe too. 1 .which you have 


reaſon'to remember. '  And'T am fure 
the leaſt Meaſwr e of Chriftian Farh 
will afſwre. you, that 'theſe are but 


fome of the ſmaileſt Inſtances of the 


Vengeance of an Angry God. 

I T greatly concerns us of this Na- 
tion to look bark, and take notice 
byw many ways - God bath: treed us, 
orach Mm the Methads of | Mercy «and 
A 3 Judg- 
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Judgment ; and how long God has 


74 
'f 


ſuffer'd our perverſe Manners, even 
till both the Providences of GOD, 
and the Sins of Men, ſeem to be ad- 


vanced to a full Criſis, either for our 


Reformation or Deſtrudtion, And 
London,jn particular, is many ways | 


loudly warned to reform, that it be 


not ruin d. | 
HOWcean youthen, in Reaſon, i | 


Policy,and in Self-love, (as well as in 


Conſcience, and in the Faith and Fear | 
of God) delay to take away the Cauſes | 
- "of God's Wrath ? How long ſhall thoſe | 
worſe than Midianitiſh Women be. 


a Plague and Reproach to your City ? 
Flow long ſhall they be tolerated to 
ſpread their Nets in the very Streets, 
yea, before the Sun ; and to bring their 
Rettenneſs into the very Bones of ſo 
many Perſons and Families? Flow 
long 
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of London. vil © 

long ſhall the Diſorders of Publick * 
Houles go unpuniſh'd, whereby many 
a young Man (that might have done 
goodService to bis Country many ways) 


| is utterly emaſculated, and becomes 


feeble as Old-Z'ge, and trembles like a 


| poor enervate Paralitick ? 


IS it not abſolutely neceſſary to our 
Proſperity (as well as Salvation) 
thas the Holy Name and Day of 
the Lord be ſanflified, which have 


| been ſo dreadfully polluted and pro- 


faned among us * And that every 


| Family Which would be thought de- 
| firous of God's Bleſſing, ſhould daily 


ſeek it by ſolemn Prayer 2 And that © 
they ſeriouſly ſet up Religious Houl- 
hold Government within their 
Walls, as they would not be of tre 
Number of thoſe who diſown all Rela- 
tion to God,and Dependance on Him * 
A 4 WILL 


” vii To theCitizens 
IVY ILL you be diſconrag'd from 
this, becauſe ſome-diſtrafied People 
willcatl it finer and give it | 
fundryal Names, which the Enemy of 
all Goodneſs puts into their Months * | 
Vl you be mock out of Religion, ; 
and the Worſhip of God, and the Pro-. © 
wifes of his Favour al Kingdom, by | 
ſuch Unreaſonable Revilings? ? Or 
rather will not every one that knows the | 
Dnty and Rewar d of a Chriſtian, re- | 
force and glory m trampling down fuck | 
_ puny'Enemies of their Salvation > | 
YEA, Let no Man's Heart fail | 
him, th oh Xe fees ſome Sons of Anak | 


% appearing as Champions in the Canſe | 


of theſe Uncircumcts'd Enemies of 
God, You may,m the following Panes, 
behold young Striplings going forth 
with a-venerous Conrage againſt theſe 
blaſpheming Goliahs, who drfy 
God 


of: Londen.” is 
God and bis People : And. praiſed be 
God; \ we. have Jome, Hanourable 

Magiſtrates, who go forth as Leaazers- 
in this Divine Cauſe 5. and we bope 
they will at laſt ſmite overgrown 
Vice in its impadeut Forehead, and 


| cut. off the Head of it by the Sword 


of ] uſtice, fonce they go forth againſt - 


| 4 inthe Nameof theLord. 


AND, 0 ! what a brave and blej 


| [ed fight is.ut, mn theſe degenerate, end 
| acbauch'd Times, to behold you 


Men (ot led by ill Women to - 
correction of the Stocks) but leads 
ing the; to a. juſt Correion ! And to 


| obſerve them taking greater Pleaſure. © 


1 Singing of Pſalms, than athers 


La poſ/ably. take in their profane 
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and objcene Songs; , and in ſhort, 
better | pleaſed in the puniſhment of 
Wickedneſs, than the poor abandon'd 
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Wretch is in the commiſſion of it * | 
AND i this happy and bleſſed 
York you have in your City ſome of | 
almoſt all Ranks and Qualities of * 
Men, effeftually, tho ſecretly engag'd, 
thro the late Mercy of God to us, Viz. 
Members of the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons, Juſtices of the | 
Peace, and Gentlemen ; together | 
with Citizens of all Ranks,Officers 
of divers Qualities, and private Per- | 
ſons of all ſorts ; So that you may | 
have Society to join your ſelf to, ſuta- | 
ble to your reſpeftive Quality and Con- | 
_ dition, be it what it will : And there- | 
..;; fore every Inhabitant of this great | 
City has at this day a moſt valuable | 
Opportunity of daing great Service to | 
God: and his Country, of what 
Quality or Capacity ſoever be be. © | 
AND ſhall Tnow need to ask you 
T- - what 
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of Reds XI 
what you reſolve to do in this matter ? 
Or which fide you will take m this 
Strife, betwixt the Kingdom of 
God, and that of the Devil ? Dare 
| you be of the number 0 of thoſe Who re- 
| vile, diſcourage, and oppoſe ſuch as 
' apply themſelves to the proſecution of 
| ſcandalous Sims, which are our worſt 
| Enemies, and ſoreſt Plagues ? lea, 


can you be cool and unconcernd m 
, * this tmportant Aﬀair ? 

| I muſt tell Jon, That there can be 
; no Neuters in this //ar betwixt the 
* Prince of Light and that of Darkneſs. 
It is the known Rule of our Lord and 
Maſter, That he thar is not for 
| him, is againſt him : and, Thar 
| berhat gatherech not with him, 

| ſcatterech abroad. So that you; 
neolefing to oppoſe the growth of Sin, 

according to your Place, i is a maxife / 


C he: iſhing 
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 cheriſhing of it in God's Account, and 
| conſequently an Enmity to Him. Ard 
if you are dgainſt GOD, be will be 


againſt you: and if ſo, nothing in | 


the VVorld can befriend you, 


THERE is a natural tendency ; 
in Vace to rum any Perſon, Family, + 


City, or Nation, that harbours it. 


It engenders Sloth, Variance,Profuſe- | 
neſs, Pride, Falſhood, Violence, and 


a Negle&t and Betraying of the Pub- 


lick Good. I: dulls the Underſtand- ; 
ing, takes away the Senſe of Honour, | 
diſpirits Manhood, cuts the Nerves | 
of . Diligence, and deſiroys the true | 
Principles of Commerce and juſt | 


Dealinz. And by theſe means it di- 
rectly tends to undermine and over- 
throw the Proſperity of any City, or 
Publick Body. 

BUT Ruin will purſue Vice the 


more 


of London. Xl 
more ſwiftly and ſurelybecauſe it is puſh'd 

on bythe juft Vengeance of Almighty 

GOD, the righteous Governour of the 

World ; of whoſe diretul Judgments «p- 

* on other Cities abroad you have been ſuf 

| ficiently inform'd of late, if you have 

$ forgotten the former Strokes of it upon 

8 your ſelves. Ton hear from Smirna, 
{ Jamaica, Malta, Sicily, and other Pl4- 
ces, that may great and famous Cities 
| have been ſhatter'd aud ſwallow'd wp by 
dreadful Earthquakes ; whereas the ſame 
* GOD (tho mightily provoked.by mr) was 
| pleas'd only to ſhake and jog us in avwe- 
| ry gentle manner by the ſame Expreſſion 
| of his Diſpleaſure. 

; O Sirs ! take the gentle Warnine, and 
improve the Merciful Reprieve, leſt Fs 
Vengeance ſwallow us up alſo, "when He 
ext aniſethto ſhake terribly the Earth. 
This is, in Duty, laid before you, by 


Your AﬀeCtionate Monitor, 


JW. 
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Chap. I. HE TIntroduttion. 
Chap. II. 4» Account 
of the Riſe of theſe Societies. 
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Chap. III. Of their Progreſs, and their | 


real Aim and Deſign. 


Chap. IV. Of their endeavouring a | 


pablick Reformation of Manners. 
Chap. V. Of their Orders. 


Chap. VI. The Reaſon of making theſe | 


Things publick, 


Chap. VII. The chief Objetions againſt | 


them anſwered. 
Chap. VII. 4» Aamonition to the 
Members of theſe Socteties, 


Chap. IX. Direftions for Religious | 


Conference. 

Chap. X. Devotions ſuted to ſuch Oc- 
caſtons. 

Prayers for Families, for Seamen, and 
for young Perſons. 
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CHAP. L 


An INTRODUCTION. to the 
following Account. 


INCE the piow Education of 
our Toath, is a Matter of the 
greateſt Importance to us both 
in Charch and State; and fince 
» | the whole Hope of bettering the next 

Age, and of continuing the Mercies 
f | of God with this, depends upon tt : 
| It cannot be unacceptable to any ſo- 
+ | ber Perſon to peruſe a Brief Account 
| of that which our good God' hath 
\ | done for usin this reſpe&; to whom 
alone be the Praiſe and Glory of the 
whole. | | 
IT is the Obſervation of many ſe- 
rious and judicious Perſons, that 
within the compaſs of a few Years 
paſt, there hath appeared much * 
ne 
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many - -- Per{0ns--ameng. - Us 
whole pious Diſpofitions;” 


iN 


the genuine Spirit of Chriſtianity in | 


oe 


with their humble and inoffenſive Be- | 


haviour, have occaſioned rhe Praiſes 
of God in the Mouths of many pious 
People : For, they carmot bat look 
on this bloomy Piety of theſe Orthodox 


and ſober Perſons as a very ſeaſona- | 


ble Bleſling of :God, to. excite mew 
Spirits in the degenerate Profedors-of 
eur Holy Religion, and to-antote 
thoſe ' demnable: Herefies,, and clieck 
that exorbizant Wickeaxeſs which hath 
appeared. with ſuch Impudence in 
theſe latter Days. LN | 
.. WHEN. E'&ir{t applied! my Mind 
to draw up 2 brief dctonnt bf theſe 


Things, {being led  thezeto by: ſun- | 


dry moving Conſiderations) I ad- 
ved with ſeveral Divines and others 
about it; by whom it was generally 
concluded to be a-- Work that: might 
prove ſerviceable. to the common In- 
tereft of Rehzgion ; and might revive 
the languilking State of it among 
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the following Account, y9 


: Which as it 1s the only End I 
propoſe hereby, fo imdeed it is a Con- 


{deration that needs no other to-ſe- 


cond it : - For, I know nothing more 
deſirable in this World, than to'invi- 
gorate a hearty Concern for Religion 
m If. 

AND-when- this little Narrative 


| was drawn up, and peruſed by feve- 

: ralPerſons who wetreacquainted with 

| the moſt hidden Springs and Motions 

* of "_ Societies, they atteſtedthe Jul- 
a 


tice ahd Equality of tt. - In partzeu- 
lar, the late Revefeld Dr. Hormeck, 
(who had a very perfect knowledg 
of them, and indeed was an eminent 
Friend, or rather Father, to them 
from their fir{t- Riſe to the Day of his 


| Death) in a Diſcourſe T had with 
, him a little before lis Deceaſe, was 
| pleaſed to give his publick Teſtimony 


tot, That it was a very faithful and 

modeſt Account of the whole Matter: 

adding, that at the firſt appearance of 

thele Socyetres, they were lookt upon 

with Suſpicion and Diflike by —_— 
| © 
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of our Superiors, who now (faid he) 
upon a fuller view of them, do not 
only think them fit to be tolerated, 
but worthy to be encouraged ; con- 


cluding with his Prayer, (1n that Pa- | 

ly manner which } 
was uſual to him) That God would | 
bleſs and - proſper theſe Beginnings of | 
Reformation. _ This was the laſt Dil- | 
courſe that I had with that Piows and | 


thetick and Heaven 


* Worthy Divine, who was (we hope) 


ſoon after tranſlated from his painful F 


Labours to Eternal Reſt. 


' ANDſince the firſt Edition of this | 
Account, I have underſtood in my | 


Converſation with many Divines 1n 
and about this City, and by Letters 


from the remoteſt Parts of the Land, # 
(from Perſons whoſe Faces I never | 
ſaw, into whofe Hands this Account | 
has falPn) that the Piety of many | 


Perſons, eſpecially of the younger ſort, 
has been evidently enlivened thereby ; 
and that it had been read by many of 
them with a very ſurprizing Joy. 


AND 
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) 3 AND on this Occafion it comes' to 
t | be known, that 1n ſome places the ve- 
l, & ry Scope and Deſign of theſe Socieries 
- # had been begun and continued by ſe- 
| veral pious Perſons within theſe three 
or four Years paſt, who knew no- 
> thing of theſe Loxdon-Socteties, nog 
> had ſomuch as heard any Report of 
| them. 
* IN a certain Town (which I omit 
)& to name) ſome diſcreet and ſerious 
| Perſons, conſidering the great Benefit 
of a ſtrict Obſervance of the Lord's 
SF Day, came to a Reſolution to meet 
y | together on the Evening betore it, to- 
n | enliven each others AfﬀeCtions to- 
s| wards Spiritual Things, as a meet 
!, | Preparation for the Duties of the S4- 
r | crea Day following. And finding the 
t | great Advantages of this Practice, 
y | theycontinued it for theſpace of three 
t, 8 Years; and then hearing what was 
38 done here in Loxdon ſo ſutably to 
tf their Inclinations, they were ſur- 
prized with Joy, and betook them- 
ſelves to the ſame Method. Xe 
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IN ſome parts of the County of | 
Lincoln a molt profane Cuitom had 
long. prevailed, to fpend the three | 
Lord's Days after. Lammaſs (and of Þ 
late many before it) in Horſe-racing | 
and other riotous Diverſions. This | 
Piſorder was endeavoured to be ſup- ; 
preſt in Cromwe/”*s Days, but in vain; | 
and afterwards by ſome Gentlemen ot 
the County,but with nobetter Succeſs. 
90 that it had now for ſeveral Years 
been lamented by ſerious People as | 
an . taveterate Evil winch was not} 
to: be redreft.'. But it pleaſed God } 
this laſt- Year to ſtir up the Spirits of ! 
the Minifters of the adjacent Pariſhes 
with: ſuch” Zeal and Indignation a- Þ 
gainſt; this ſcandalous Profaneneſs ; | 
that they took their Coxftables, and | 
other proper Aſtitants, ' with them, | 
and appeared with ſuch Conrage and 
Reſo/ation againſt this rude Afiembly, | 
that the whole Muſtitude was over-/ 
aw'd and put to flight. So that -on 
the next Lord's Day, where there uſd! 
to be many tmndreds of this lewd: 

Mob, 
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Mob, you could only have beheld ſe- 


yetsl devout Axifters with their Conn 

fables walking their Rounds: Or it 
E any, vaia Pertons loak'd that way, 
| their next Care was to flee with fuch 
* ſpecd as might fecure themſelves from 
. | Apprebenſton. And it is hoped, that 
; the fame Carecontinued Yearly urthis 
| and other Places, will perpetually 


prevent the hike Drforders : to ſup» 
preſs which, they refolve not. to-be 


| wanting, as 4 Aniſter informs me 
' fromthe Place. 


THESE. thangs, methinks, give us 


* fome Ground to hope, that our infi- 
nicely Gracious God: .s preparing the 
| way ofa more-general Reformation of 
* Manners among us than is yer vifibles 
| partly by difpiciting and intimidating 
{ the. Actors of Yzce and. Profanencfs, 
| Who have heretofore been undaunted- 


ly bold and; hardy- in che: commbifficn 
ob it ; and partly by excinng ake Spi- 
rits of fuch as oppoſe, our Publzck' Sans, 
even to a pitch of Bravery, which 
ſomewhat reſembles thoſe of whom 
| It 
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it is ſaid in Scripture, That the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon them : and then 
wealways find that they prevail, and 
came off with YVifory and Succeſs. 

SO that1t is beyond queſtion, That 


if fuch as are of Eminency in our } 


Charch and State, did more generally 


ive their Publick Countenance to this j 
zuvine and Glorious Work, 1t would 


run on with Vigour from one end of 
the Land to the other. And how 
much this would tend to their Com- 
fort and Glory, in that Day wherein 
GREAT MEN mult givean Account 
of their Talents of Power and Author: 


ty, before that Righteous Judg from | 
whom they have received them, 1s not | 
to be expreſs'd by the Tongue of | 


Men or Angels : Nor on the contrary, 
canwe conceive the Horror and Confa: 
fion, the Regret and Angaiſh which 
will then overwhelm ſuch as either 
drowzily forget, or cowardly hide, or 
baſely miſemploy theſe weighty: T a- 
vents. 


YEA,the Pious and Righteous Ma- 
giſtrate 
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irate will not ſtay till the laſt Day 
be the Regard due unto him : He 
will be honoured and eſteem'd upon 
Earth, as long as the Notions of Good 
and Evil remain on Mens Conſcien- 
ces, and theſe can ſcarce ever be blot- 
ted out. And the Temporal Advance- 
ment of ſuch is now the more viſible, 
ſince the Kzzg has given his Royal 
Word that he will enter the Liſts a- 
gainſt Profaneneſs and Immorality, as 
the Gereraliſſimo of thoſe who join in 
this Honourable Work. By which 
his Majeſty will appear Glorions in the 
7» | ſight of Angels, and of Men, aud be 
a © beloved of God himſelf, who will not 
it | fail to honoar thoſe that honour him. 
f* ANDain truth, As the conſumma- 
tion of our much deſired Peace with 
- $ our Foreizn Enemies,aftordsusa favou- 
h Frable JunQure for the Advancement 
r fof this Great Work, fo 1s it a power- 
r [ful Obligation upon us to ſet to it in 
= {good earneſt. For (as a Divine of 
ours ſeaſonably ſuggeſts) it is abſo- 
- [lutely requiſite to jultify the ſincerity 
( of 
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of our Days of Humiliation, and the | 

Devotions thereof: in which by'con-Þ 
the Pablick Sins of the! Nation 

before God, and Praying again(t them, | 

we have fo far gage our ſelves to | 


( 
endeavour to __ 
cannot recede trom tit without: being F 
branded with the moſt unfufterables £ 
I. 
h 


thera; that we 


prevarication with Almighty God, 
And it is not tobe thought' that' a 
whole Nation can. contract fuch Guilt 
arid: come of unpuniſh'd : For -it_is 
not the uſual . Method' of: God's pro- 
cedure, to build up and eftablifh that 
People which dare thus impudently 
mock his Omniſcience, and challenge 
his Vengeance. " 
.- ONE thing more: may alto be're-f©% 
mark*d: from thoſe manitold Combi-y. 
nations of Perſons, pioully inclined, in 
various Parts of this K;ngaom,: (as al- 
ſo-in-that of Tre/an#) vamely, that uf**© 
is:not only requiſite, but even natural 
for Pious Perſonsto.afſociafe with thoſe" 
of the fame Diſpolitions, eſpeciall 
where conſiderable Bodies of Men 
contrary 
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| contrary Inclinations join together to 
| oppoſe them. This, was ; the . firſt 
Cauſe which induced Men to unite in- 
to Political Bodies, and *tis this which 
| cements them together to this day ; 
which demonſtrates the Neceſſity of 
Religions A ociations, in” order to a. 
oveneral Reformation of Manners, and 
is a full Vindication, of the- Soczetzes 
CERES Gecribek A 
- BUT here I have heard ſome elder. 
Perfons obje&t, That it, is not a pro- 
per nor a becoming thing, for Youth, 
to manage ſuch Afeairs as theſe ; it 
were, better (ſay they) and more 
ſeemly, that Hoary Heads ſhould un- 
dertake this Great and Honourable Pro- 
vince,, and then it would carry great-; 
er Hopoar and Reverence im 1ts, AT pect, ! 
BUT) I pray you, Grave Sirs,. who 
Winders your Aſſembling and Acting 
athis Poſt, of Hopour ? What, but” 
your own -S/otb- and Lukewamiteſs, 
G ind want of Love and Real fof Your; 
Kod, hath fo long ftopt your Mouths 
rom rebuking. of Pb/ick Vice, and 
'-- Tour 
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your Hands from. oppofing it * If you 8 
will vouchſafe ro pluck your Hands # 
- out of your Boſoms,and fight like Va- | 
liant Caprains inthis Combate betwixt® | 
Light and Darkneſs; T dare vouchs , 
-rhat-our Young. Mex will gladly march? | 
under your Baxzers, But'if. you alls | 
ſtand" idly and timoroufly,. when the” 
. Goliahs of the Prince of Darkneſs# 
come forth and blaſpheme the Living} 
God, and defy his Servants ;: have you 
any ' Reaſon to be offended” againſt® 
theſe young Siriplivgs, who ſtand up} 
with a generous Courage to aſſert el My 
Honour of. God, and ſtop the Mouth? ,. 
of Bloptenyy In this ye. ad4' the? ;, 
ilt of Envy. to that of Sloth: and} < 
r: admoniſh you to repent of both, 
and to.aCt more becoming your Years} ,,, 
and Vows, leſt theſe deſpiſed Young. fl +, 
ones take your Crown. Tt 
AS to others, who ſuſpe&t theſt th, 
Aſociations for the ſake of Pra&icalf/ 
Religzon, as things of dangerous Con-F4., 
ſequence, their ObjeCtions are parti-y,, | 
cularly conſidered in the following by 
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1% Account. And in very deed, what 
$# Reaſon canthere be ofa Danger 
-Þ from ſuch who manifeſtly and pro» 
t* ſeſſedly purſue the chief Ends both of 
il the Chriſtizn Religion, and of all Civil 
* Government ? And who do all this in 
l'} Methods ftriftly legal, and exaQtly 
Ce conformable to the Conſtitution of 
3# our Government in Churchand State? 
4 YEA, ſince the Maintenance of the 
Us Authority of the Laws of God, - and 
RF thoſe of our Land, is the great and 
PE only End propoſed hereby : I humbly 
«| ask all ſuch as reproach this Under- 
ME taking, and revile the Promoters of 
el it, What it isthey aim at in ſo doing ? 
ud | Can you fay, that it is not fit that the 
I} God that made us ſhould' he ſerved 
BF with a ſupream Religions Fear ? Or, 
8 that we ought not to regard our Penal 
Laws againſt Vice and Profaneneſs 
al (thoſe wholeſome Ordinances of Man) 
*Bfor the Lord”s ſake ? Would you per- 
Maiwade usto give up our Ho!y Religion 
Tito be mock?d and trampled on, as it is 
A by thoſe Blaſphemers, Sabbath-breakers, 
| 2 ant 
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and other lewd Perſons, who are |} 
check, and in part ſuppreſs'dby theſe 
Societies? Have you the Forehead to | 
tell our Miniſters, that they may read | 
the Law of God againſt profane Swear. Þ 
ing every Lord's Day, and the Law of © . 
the Land againſt'it four Times in the | 
Year, (yea both theſe in'the'pecukar * 


Preſence of God, and in the folemn | | 
Aſſembly of his People) and yet do þ ' 
nothing in it, nor take any- farther Þ / 
Care about it, but make 'the reading | 
of both theſe Laws #* meer Mockery in F | 
the Face of God and Men ? Or cans ! 
-0u {tand forth and tell the Magi/trate, © 
'hat he is.not to be a Terror to Evil- | , 
doers, nor a Countenancer of thoſe that }| * 
ao Well ? _ C 
TRULY, Sirs! your Atternpts of | 
this Nature will be in'vain, till you Þ| * 
can perſwade us withal, That there | { 
is no God, no Providence, nor Judz- ff ® 
ment to come. And truly it becomes Þþ ** 
all:that are under the Sacred Vows of 5 


the Chriſtian Religion to confider this 
in a due manner, but eſpectaily tho{2} ** 
who 
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who have the ſuperadded Bonds of 
other Oaths and Engagements binding 
them to a ſpecial Concern for God's 
Service and Honour; as all the Mazi- 


ſtrates and Miniſters of this Land have 


ina very tremetidous manner, 

AND bleſſed be God, There are 
ſome of both theſe who heartily and 
vigoroully engage 1n thus glorious Ex- 
terprize, and who meer together at 


| ſet Times to further it according to 


ther Power and proper Place of a&t- 


{InCinit, And it any can; be content 
| tolitidly 1n this Timeof their Majter”s 
| Harveſt, or are picaled to deride fuck 
} as ſet themſelves to it, we leave them 
| to their Judg., 


IN ſhort, .Thothe Aſſiſtance given 


| to.this Great and Bleſſed Work, be not 


ſo great nor general, as to advance it 


| at preſent with that Power and uni- 


verſal Prevalency as is highly deſira- 
ble: Yet thro? the Goodneſs of God 
to us, there are ſo many - Perſons, of, 
various Zualities, Funttions, and Au- 
thority, who hear tily apply themſelves 
; to 
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toit, as are not only ſufficient (under | 
God) to make it ſ{ubſiſt, but to pre- 


vail in a great meaſure, even to a cone | 
fpicuous abatement of all manner of | 


notorious Vice and Profaneneſs. Asit | 
more particularly appears 1n the fol- 
lowing Account, | #Z 


etc 


CHAP. IL, 


An Account of the Riſe of theſe ; 
 Societres. l 


Account of -all the: Prous Fellow-'ll 


Do not here undertake to give an | | 
ip of Youth, which hath been a-| | 


may hope, ' has been the praCtice of 
ſerious Toung Men in all Ages, and a- | 
mong all the tgo various Denomina- 
tions of Chriſtians) but to give a 
ſhort Narrative of the Original of 
thoſe Regulated Societies, which are 
now { thro? the Grace of God) con- 
fpicuous 


mong(t us in time paſt, (which, we | 
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| (picuous among us for many good 


Works; and-which (if duly encou- 


$ rag'd) may very much contribute 

| towards the Support, Honour and 

> Advancement of theſe Three Kjng- 

-* doms, in Church and State; and yet 
* are but too httle known to very ma»: 
* Ny Among.us. 


NOW, as far as lam able totrace 


* their fr/# Riſe, it was thus intro» 


| ducd by the Gracious Providence of 


| God. 


IT is now about twenty Years 
that ſeveral young Men of the Church - 
of England, in the Cities of. Londow 


and eres wok were about the ſame 


time touch*d with a very-affefting 
ſenſe of their Sins, and began to apy 


ply themſelves, in a very, ſerious - 


manner, to Religroas Thoughts and ' 
Parpoſes. 

AS to their manner of Life before 
this, I am intoran'd, 'That tho ſome of 
them had been guilty of great Lewd- 


neſs, and yet became very afteRionate 


Scrvants of God afterwards, (even to 
Bag an- 
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an eminency, in the Judgment of | 


{fome, who with Wonder confider*d 


their happy. Change) yer: the greater | 
part of them were ſuch as had en- } 
joy*d a ſober Education, and had not 
ſhared in the ſcandalous and heigh- | 
ten'd Enormities of theſe /ater Days, Þ 
otherwiſe .than by their having been Þ 


too mſenfible of the Diſhonour done 
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to'God by them. © But they now 'be- F * 


gan to look'on their own and others 
SINS, 1N another manner. I 


-T was, about that time, made.privy 


tothe Spiritual Sorrows. of 'ohe "of 


them ; who with floods of Tears la- | 


mented, that he had not till then had 


any aeQing  Apprehenſions of the F 
Gtoriows Majeſty and Perfeftions of | 


Goz,- nor of his Infinite T.ove to Men 


tn-his Son Feſas Chriſt : And that he | 
had not before felt any juſt Convitti- | 


ons of the In:menſe Evil of every Ot- 
ſence again{t God, tho it be but (ſaid 
he) in the wilful Negle& or Miſper- 
formance of. any- Duty to him. Bur 
iow: he ſaw and 'groan'd: under all 
it this, 
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this, in very ſharp and pungent Cons 
victions. - And withal perceiving the 


© univerſal Corruption of Fiumane Na- 


ture, and the deplorable Crookedneſs 
and Deceit of Max's Heart ; and with 
what a world -of "Temptations we 
are encompaſs'd, being withal be: 
fieg'd by many inviſible Legions of 
Infernal Spirits : When he confider'd 
all this, - his Soul was even- poured 
out within him, and he was 1n dan- 
ger of being overwhelmed with ecx- 

ceſſave Sorrow. | 
THE Caſe was very miich the 
ſame with ſeveral yozwe Men at the 
fame time, (as he then told me) foine 
of whom had: been greatly tempted 
by the Devil - (that - Muraerer - from 
the beginning ) to lay violent hands cn 
themſelves ; which was alſo (he cons 
fels'd) his own Temptation ; and that 
{ourgent and incellant, that Sleep &u# 
parted from-I1s. Eyes, .as weltas Ret 
trom-his Soul. : ; 
IN this mournful Sea{6n, theſe &:{- - 
conſolate convicted Perſons on 4'c- 
> 4 B. 5 , | Joraedi 


34 FJhe Riſeof theſe 
ſorted to their Minifters for Spiritual 
Advice and Succour ; betaking them- 
ſelves in good earneſt to the ways of # 
real Piety, and eternal Peace. Andit | 
many times fell out, (as the ſame Per. | 
ſon inform'd me) that ſeveral of 
them met together at the Houſe of * 
their Spiritual Phyſician, ſeeking Cure | 
for their wounded Spirits ; and 1o con: | 
tracted a little Acquaintance by thoſe 
Providential Interyiews. 

FOR, alas ! (as be ſuggeſted) there | 
needed little other Language but that | 
of their Looks to diſcoyer their in- F 
ward Sorrows to each other, (eſpeci- ] 
ally when they came prepar'd to open *' 
them to their Mini/er) and they need- | 
ed no other Arguments to incline ! 
them to pity each other's Caſe, but F 
to conſider their own ; there being a | 
Propenſity in Natare to ſuccour thoſe | 
who groan under the like Mileries | * 
with our ſelves. So that by theſe and | ' 
the like Means they ſoon contrafted a F * 
very intimate Acquaintance. K 

THE Benefit of Dr. Hornect's A- | * 
© Wake: 
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al | wakening Sermons, and the Morning 
1 F LeQtureson the Lord's Day in Corw#hyl, 
of & preact'd by Mr. Smuhies, (chiefly de- 
it | fign'd for the Inſtruction of Youth) 
having occaſion'd much of this hap- 
xf © py Work upon the Spirits of theſe 
f * Young Men ; they did more particu» 
larly apply themſelves to theſe Dis - 
vines for DireCtion, who had been 
Inſtruments in the Hand of God for : 
their Conviction. 
* AND upon their frequent: Appli- - 
* cation to theſe and other Miniſters, it - 
. | wasadviſed, That ſince their Trou- - 
” bles aroſe from the ' ſame. Spiritual 
Caufe, and that their Inclinations and : 
. © Reſolutions center?d: in the ſame Pur- - 
, ©} poſe of a Holy Life; they ſhould 
- © meet together once a Week, and ap- 
* plythemſelves to good Diſcourſe, and |: 
* things wherein they might edify one ano- 
* ther, And for the better Regulation : 
of their Meetings, ſeveral Rules and : 
Orders were preſcrib'd them, being - 
# ſuch as feem'd moſt proper to effe 


the End propos'd. . 
UPON - 
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”- UPON this they met together, and 
kept-to their | Rules; and at every 


Meeting (as it was advis'd) they cons | 


ſider'd the Wants of the Poor, which 
in ttme' amounted to ſuch conſidera- 
ble Sums, | that thereby -many* poor 


Families have; been reliev*d, ſome poor | 
People ſet into. a way of Trade {uta- } 
ble-to their Capacities, ſundry Przſo- © 
ners (et at Liberty, ſome poor Scholars | 


furthercd in their Subliſtence at the 
Univerſity, ſeveral Orphans main- 
tain'd, with many other good Works, 
BUT they | were not preſently 
brought to thoſe prom Exerciſes, Or- 


aers, ard Things of pablick Benefit ; | 
to: which they are now, by the Grace Þ 
of God,; advanced. + As no. Creature *® 
15 born 1ni.185/full. Perte&ion ; :fo the |: 
unprovement' of theſe. Societzes grew | 
up:by degrees, by conferring one with F 


anotker,. and by their enlarg'd. De- 
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fires-of..doing Good, as'Occaſtonsand Þ| 


Advice were ofter*d:them.., So that I 
cannot» but recommend Chriſtian S0+ 
ciety with the greateſt earneltneſs, tg 

IL ſ | all 
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all ſorts of Men. - It muſt needs be as 
uſeful to Magi/trates and Miniſters, in 
carrying on their arduous Work of 
regulating and reforming Mens Man- 
ners, as daily Experience ſhews it 
tobe to Artiſts and Tradeſmen, who 


# join together 1n Companies and Socies 
© ties, and find their Arts and Intereſts 
> advanc'd by a multitude of Heads and 
| Hands. So that we may very pro- 


perly pronounce Solomon's Wo to him 
that is alone, | fl 


| AD 
'THESE Tonung Mer foonfound the 


| Benefit of their Conferentes. one-with 


another, by which: (as ſome of them 


| have told me with Joy) they better 
| diſcover*d their own Corruptions, the 
| Devils, "Temptations, , and - how to 
* countermine tus  {btle- Devices ;' as 
| to which each Perſon communicated 
| his Experiexces.to the reft. F 


TT ſeemed proper,: tor the bette 
management ' of their \Gommon Stock 
for Charitable: Uſes, | to chuſe ;two 
Stewards, as the » Managers of their 
Charity. . And the two firſt Stew- 
| ards 
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ards that T find (after diligent ſearch) gr 
were in the Year 1678, whoſe Name 
I-have by me, with a recorded Sue T 
ceſſion of them to the beginning off F; 
theReign of K, James II. At whichBlo 
time the face of the Reformed Relighi ke 
ox being clouded, 2nd all privarty w 
Meetings ſuſpeQted, ſome of theſt® hj 
young Perfons,not having digg'd deep} pe 
enough to have a firm Root in Relt|j a4 
gion, began to ſhrink and give back, 
(like the Seed in our Sawtonr's Para w 
ble, which had no deepneſs of Earth)Þ} ar 
being afraid of the Jealouſy of the} L 
State againſt them, eſpecially when] tl: 
they ſaw the blopdy and mercileſs Exe. |) ti 
cautions in City and Country, with # ht 
which that Reign began, which dy'd 7 of 
- it of fuch a crimſon Colour, as ren: | :/ 
der'd it frightful ro many, particu- ® te 
larly to cheſs young Proſelytes, inſo- Þ in 
much that ſome of them forſcok their |} aj 
wonted Aſſemblies, - and gettirg looſe Þ n: 
from their Rtrict Rates and good: $o- | P 
ciety,, they grew cool in Religious 
Concerns, and alas, ſome of them 
5+. grew 
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by grew looſe and extravagant. 

wE TIMES. of Danger are indeed 
68 Times of Trial, and many times of 
off Falling; as it prov'd to the firſt Fol- 
c&B lowers of our Bleſſed Saviour, who 
+ kept cloſe to their Maſter whilſt he 
& was at liberty ; but when they faw 
3 him _—_— and in the hands of 
px powerful Enemies, they all forſook him, 
> axd fled, 

k,8& BUT thro the Grace of God, there 
2 was not ſuch a total Tergiverſation- 
)| among theſe young Diſciples of our 
ef Lord; but on the contrary, ſome of 
a | them being encourag'd by others, who 
» © till then had not been of this Soczery, 
h ® beingalſogriev*d at Heart to ſee ſome 
17 of their Brethren turn their Backs in 
« Þ the Day of Battel;, and being anima- 
- # ted with Holy Zeal againſt the grow- 
- © ing Intereſts of Popery, (which chen 
| appear'd not only open, but in Ar- 
| mour, being promoted by the utmoſt 
- | Power and moſt earneſt Zeal of 
© the Prizce then reigning) : Being (I 
| fay) greatly moyed on all theſe Ac- 
| counts, 


> 
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counts, they took up a'more vigorow$,; 
Reſolution than ever, 'to do what in 

themlay' towards the maintainingandF 1 
eacrealing the Purity and Power offf x, 
Religion 1n themſelves and others, 
And ſeeing that the Popiſh Maſs was; 
then publickly celebrated, not only atÞ} 1 
the Royal Chappel, but in other Publick® ,; 
Places, they ſer. up (at their own Ex-| w 
pence) publick Prayers every Even; 
ing at Eight of the Clock, at St. Cle-W ix 
ment Danes, which never wanted' aÞ y 
- full: and: aflectionate Congregation. p 
And not .long after they fet up ant 
Evening Monthly LefFure in the ſame} 
Church, tocontirm Communicants 1n'® 
the:Holy Purpoſes 'and Vows which} \ 
they made at the Lords Table :- And F 
by this:publick Le&ture (which wasÞ ;1 
ercatly trequented) 'many were con-|Fl x 
tirmedboth in the Profeſſion & Pradtice'Þy 
of; the true Principles of. Pramitiuve Re-Þ þ 
lizian; tor they were preached by theiff r 
moſteminent Dv:zes about the Ciry,'Þ t 
from whoſe Lips and Pens Popery re-' \ 
ceiv'd Tuch Wounds, as all her art t 

W 
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will never be able to cure. - | 
IT was the Defign of theſe Tours 
nds Mer, from the firſt framing of heir 
At Societies, to conceal their Names from 
SErublick Knowledg, leſt it ſhould ſeem 
Fro be a Device to catch the Applauſes of 
ay Men;which is buta very poor Matter, 
KF 2n Acrial Blaſt, of little 1mportanceit 
X*E you obtain it, and of which you can 
have no: hold : and they look'd upon 
Fit with a juſt Diſdain, in comparifon 
Þ with thoſe exceedin oreat and precio:ss 
ns Promiſes which x £ Unchiang cable 
ny God Sk ſet before Men. F Bur they 
'eF had now a particular Reaſon for con- 
ny cealing their Names from all but their 
hÞ Minifters and a few Friends : for the 
@ Eyes of Papiſts ther in 'Power were 
5Y intent upon them, who (together with 
-'S thoſe their Underſerters, whom Gain 
Es and the Promiſes of C vart-f our had 
| brought over to their Party) p 
&'3 narrowly 1nto all they did ;. fo 2 
þ they ſaw they had great Reafon, as 
well as the Primitive Chriſtians, toufe 
the Wiſdom of the Serpent, whillt 7 
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as carefully retain'd- the Inzocence of BD: 
the Dove ; eſpecially being in the nearYms 
Neighbourhood of the Court, whichfbe 


»,, Wwasthen filPd with Foreign and Dow: 


"meſtick Zealots far Popery, -or withFfai 
crouching falſe-Friends to Proteſtancy, NF! 
IN this junQture, upon Advice,they#St 
ces the Name of Soczety for thati th 
of.C/ab; and inſtead of meeting atalj | 
Friend's Houſe, who might be enJjte 
danger'd by it, they adjourn'd to fomeſſ Or 
Publick Houſe or other where theyſpth 
could havea Room to themſelves ;ar 
under the Pretext of {ſpending a Shy t9 
ling or two, they confer'd feriouſh th 
together in theſame Religious manna}/* 
as formerly ; by which honeſt Artificy fl 
they, carried, on their good Deligyſſ 4: 
4. ho interruption, even tothe end W 
of that anbappy Reign. 
AND ſinceI have had occaſion (1 
few Pages before) to take notice of tluſſ © 
Diſputes betwixt our Divines,, and 
thoſe of Roxze, concerning the Lord© 
(ok. I beg leave of my Reader” 
| 


tho itibe a little foreign to the pre en © 
Diſcourſe) 
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Diſcourſe) to lay before him a moſt 
memorable Teſtimony of God on the, 
behalf of his Truth, relating to this, 
matter, as TI find it related by thats 
faithful Miniſter of Chriſt, Monſieurs.- 
1B Pineton, who was a great and long. © 

| Sufferer under the Papal Tyranny in 
# the Principality of Orange. 
+ THIS learned Gentleman, haying 
related the deplorable Ravages made 
on the'SubjeQts of his Royal Highneſs 
8 the Prince of Orange, by the Arms of 
France, which at laſt adyanced tothe 
{8 total Supprefſioa of the Exerciſe of 
i the Reformed Religion in that Princi- 
of pality : He goes on (11 his Buok ens 
tituled, Les Larmes de Jacques Pineton 
de Chambrun, pag. <, 10.) in theſe 
words : * Je ferois tort au Public, &C. 
In Engliſh thus, 3 
of , © AND here I ſhould do wrongto: 
© the Pablick, if I ſhould omit &n 
lf © Patſage which deſerves to be trant- 
g© mitted to Poſterity. , One of. the 
1 © torementioned Gentlemen (the Je-., 


0 faits ) preaching On the Octave ,ot. 
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« their Holy Sacrament, in the Yeaſ« 
« 1678, challenged me in his Pulpit 
«to make Anſwer to the Ar gumentsÞ « 
« which he then produced to proveſſ« 
&« the Real Pre yoove of Chrilt's Body,ſ«< 
« ado jultity the Adoration of theſ« 
« Sramert. | 6 

« THERE was one who gave meſſ« 
+ an exaQt Relation of all thaz he hadſ}« 
&-tvatice: But made light of it forfſ« 
< ſome time, and had no thoughts|« 
pt making him any Reply, . con 
ow tenting my ſelf.to give SatisfaCtionf:* 
&%*5 {ich 25 made any Report of. hy« 
«*Yermon. But ar laſt, ſeeing thatſ« 
© he provoked me from day to day, 
and that my Pcople deſired with$* 
«© Pafion. that T ſhould return"him anfſ« 
&« Anſwer : T underrook one Lord's 
Day in the Evening Exercrle, -to-xe- 
fute all the Sermons which. he had 
«-made on that Subject. I preached 
« above four Hours, not only. un the 
«preſence of my uſual Congregati: 
«on, but of, many Strangers. whs 
- Fame to fake cognizance of this 
« Reſu- 


(>< 
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« Refutation. I may ſay, that I put 
ay him intoa furious Diſorder, by, un- 
t3* folding: his falſe Reaſonings and 
bY © falſe Quotations. I overwhelm'd 
en him with Paſſages of the Fathers, 
Y,8<© about whom he had, made ſuch 
wh Oftentation. So that going from 
© my Sermon, he fell to tearing of 
WE his Hair, and ſaid to a Gentleman 
d « of the Romaxy Communion, now 
wry* hving, whoſe Name is Villeneaf'; 


 ſomany Quotations ? Tndeed hetgok 
I* ſufficient care not to attempt to ftol- 
© low me ; but contented himlelt to 
© make divers Exclamations 11,his 
nf Pulpit about my affirming, that the 
ng Adoration of the Sacrament Wasan 
« Taolatrows Worſpip. And he be- 


&-$* leved thit he mugli ſomewhatex-, 


tl tricate himfelt irom this Aflair 


wh T oiveyou in iidown) Ir. be 
vs GREAT ONLY, (1, jr Jou your 


o- Fioly, 


[Bits 


A 4 | w 
jo 


[ Mis" 7 know not where 1 am, Good | 
«God! how ſhall T be able to aniwer, 


4. this patt: etick Apol trop! 11C, "which. 
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« Holy, to be treated as Idolatrons ? | 
 it'be true (as theſe Miniſters accu 
« as) that we are Idolaters, and: thi 
«© the Prieſts are Impoſtors, when: t 
&« [ay that they daily ſacrifice the Body 
« your Well-beloved Son; where a 
* your T hitnders ? where are your T haunt 
& aderbolts, to cruſh-theſe Impoſtors an 
&« Taolaters ? : 

& AND in the ſequel,turning hin 
- & ſelf towards: the Altar where the 
« Hoſt was expoſed, he continued hi 
«' Apoltrophe in theſe words. 

«TEA my Saviour ! I adareſs m 
« ſelf unto you, to demand of you thut 
& 704 jrdg our Cauſe by ſome Miracle: 
& If we are Idolaters in aaoring yout 
&« Holy Sacrament, make the Fire o 
« Heaven to fall upon us, as Elyah di 
& upon the Prieſts of Baal, T HUN: 
&« DER-STRIRE OUR ALT ARS, 
« and then you will undeceive us, auk 
© perſwade as indeed 7 ſuch a Juags 
« ment, that we are Iaolaters. 

« TT was precifely on the nine+ 
- © teenth of June 1678, that he pro- 
& nounced 


p) 4 
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# nounced this Tmprecation. And 
"i juſt ren-days after, namely, onthe 
-# twenty ninth of tlie ſame Month, 
& being the Feaſt of' St, Peter and'St. 
i Paul, being then upon Wedneſday 
'F about g'1n'the Morning, God mas 
© nifeſted the Miracle which this Te- 
#* ſia had demanded: The Heavens 
EK grew Dark by reaſon of thick 
\&© Clouds, Flaſhes of Lightningſhone 
& inall Parts, Thundersroared with 
© a-very extraordinary Norſe'; and 
F there was one ſtrange Thunder- 
© clap; whoſe ſhock: fell juſt by that 
KF great Altar, towards which the 
F* Jeſuit had diredted his Apoſtrophe, 
F. « 8nd'where the Canon Carter then 
« celebrated Maſs. The Clap ' of 
© Thunder threw him down upon 
« his Back, it tore up ſeveral Stones 
* of the Vault ; and paſſing into the 
F- firſt Chappel which is on the Left 
* hand of he Quire, burntrhe Cloth 
© of the Altar to powder, whereone 
oF celebrated the Maſs: alſo ar the 
ſame time. The Lady ae /a Pi, * 
« who - 


© 
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& who was on her Knees, was mud 
« -hurt with it, and all covered with 

«. Duſt, with many other . Perſon 
« 'They carried the ſaid Lady hal 
cc * dea to her Houſe, where ſhe wa 

d ecdily blooded; and, the Thu 
er-bolt : which was the Cauſe « 


« faſtened tothe Tower, where they 
«. laboured.till the Evening to /extin- 
þ iſh the Fire which. it had kind. 
c ed. | 

. * BEHOLD here a very poſitive 
« Matter of Fact, known throughout 
« the Principality. of Orange,: and all 
« the . neighbouring . Places _ there- 


« conſideration of the Matter. Thus 


far that Worthy Gentleman. 

- WE. here, behold; a marvelous, At- 
teſtation of, Almighty -God-. to, his 
Truth, much, like that. which decid- 
ed rhe Controver ly betwixt. the: Pro- 
p 1 of .God and . the + Priej's of Bagb 


c« Pl this Diſorder, ;going, forth. thol] c: 
 &.row- a Window. of - the Churchs 


&« about : Which ought to. bring all; 
« ſober Romqn-Catholicks toa ſerious}. 


upon 
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upon Mount Carmel! : And methinks 
as all the By-ſtanders cried out then, 
The Lord he #« the God; {ſo all that 
# hear this marvelous Event, ſhould not 


ul refrain their Suffrage for the Proteſtant 


Sacrament in oppoſition to the Romiſb 
Maſs. Truly, the Papiſts have” dil- 
| carded their Senſes and Reaſon to all 
| Intents and Purpoſes, 1t they take no 
notice of this : However, I am ſure 
Proteſtants will, and therefore I queſ- 
{| tion not their Pardon for this Digref- 
j10n, 


AND thus we return to our Poms 
Societies where we left them, name- 
ly,” at the latter end of the Reign of 
King James, and {hall .conftder\them 
at the beginning of the Reign of King 
William and Queen Mary in the next 

hapter; 


go The Progreſs of theſe 


Mr 


" Þ H A P. Hl, 


An Account of the Progreſs o theſe] 
Docteties; Aud of fo reals 
Aim and Defrgn. » 


HIS their Con/tancy, Piety, and} 

good Service to the Pablick, u 
fo hazardous a JunAure, made then 
more known, and much eſteemed at 
the beginning of the Reign of King 
William and Queen Mary, thoſe ce 
brated Inftruments .of God's Provi 
dence, for the reſtoring our Religit 
and Liberty, when the publick Et 
joyments of both were juſt expir 
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ing. 

> HE firſt Deſign of thoſe wh 
Join'd in this Religious Fellowſhip look 
no further than the mutual Auſt an 
and Conſolation one of another in the 
Chriſtian Warfare; that by their i th 
terchanged Counſels and Exhortatiff ha 
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ons, they might the better maiatain 
| their Integrity :1n_ the nudſt of a 
crooked an perverſe Generation, But 
as their Senſe of the Bleſledneſs of 
Religion, and the Value of Immortal 


IF Souls increaſed, they could not but 
"EZ exerciſe Bowels of Compafſhon to- 


» wards ſuch as diſcovered little Con- 
| cern about theſe important Matters. 
| Which inclined them to endeavour, 
uf by Diſcourſe with their Acquaintance 
in proper Seaſons, to-prefs upon:them 
thoſe Divine Arguments whereby 
themſelves had been rouzed out of a - 
State of Carnal Infenſibleneſs. And 
finding that the Grace of God: many 
times ſeconded theſe their Chrifitan 
Admonitions to good efteft, they be- 
came more. habituated to good Diſ- 
courſe, eſpecially where there was a- 
$ ay probability of a civil acceptance 
a" of -it, Infomuch that at length they 
ag could not but ftand amazed at the 
aF Succeſs which-1t pleaſed God'to give 
- nfl them. Oneof them (to whom God 
W had given a very deep ſenſe of Reli- 
| C 2 Z10US 
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' gi08s: Matters, and: a very-moving 

-manner” of expreſhng''it);” had * ſuch } 

ſucceſs, that he had (under God) in- 

duced moſt of his intimate Acquain- 

- tance-at leaſt to an m__ jos 
"mation. MJ a ; 
: UPON: this they wade! a. "private 1B 
Order at 'one-of their Aſſemblies, that * | 
every one ſhould endeavour to bring | | 
in one other at leaſt into their Soczery: | 
-which they-did-to good eitect. ForTf 
"heard a'very- /arious Perſon. bleſs'God 
with great Aﬀe&ion, that cver: they : 

t 


made Such an Order, and took ſuch 
Reſolutions: For, ſaid he, this put ,, 
one of them upon Diſcourſe wirh-me Js 
about thoſe things, whichT cill-thafi ,, 
time little minded ; © but now (aid ,, 
he) Tcan never forger them. 'Þ 

THIS may recommend . good Di/ 
Co upon all proper Occaſions 10 # 
which where-ever.-it uf 
out ly def gned, and ſeriouſly iperf pg: 
hand will be bleſt of God to.mon bf: 
excellent Purpoſes than wecan with * 


out trial conceive. 
THU) 


— 
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THUS then their Religions Frater-: 

nities grew. and increaſed, even till: 


they became confpzenous, and 1n ſome: 
degree famous :' which ſtill 1nduced. 


"# other Toxng' Men, that were of ſober: 
| Inclinations, to join with them ; and 
F as they multiplied in diſtant Parts of: 
- the City; they... cretted- riew! Sooretres: 

by-the Pattern of: the old. - : 1179 
' -: THIS conſpicuous Advancemient. 


of theſe Soczeties, in Number and Re-- 
pute, gave occaſion to ſome miſtaken 
or ill:affeted Perſons; ; tomurepreſent” 
them:to the Biſhop, as things leading; 


| to Schiſms, Spirit Pride, ad many: 
Ibis wrt 


other-ill Conſequences, 

their : Names. more publick' than ever 
they thought or defired to have them. 
For now they were obliged--tolaps 
pear; and juſtify their Undertaking; 
Which they did\ina very Iumblean& 
ſolid Apology addrefled- to the 'Lord 
Biſhop of Lonaoz ;- wherein they hum- 
bly aſſured his Lordſbip, that their 0n- 
ly;Deſign-was to-quickengach' others 


and 
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another World, and to this end to 
affi{d each other to live in all reſpeQs 
as it' becometh the Goſpel, And that 


they defired to proſecute this Chri/ti- | 
an Deſign in none but Chriſtian Me- 
#hods ; with due Reſpect to their Sa- # 
periors in Charch and State, and with- | 
out any cauſe of offence to any one, | 


And, ur fine, their Vindication aps 


pear'd ſo. Reaſonable and Satisfafto- 
ry; their Aſſea#/zes ſo Regular and 


Subordinate to/the: Publick Worſhip, 
4nd cheir zs {0 truly- Chriſtian 


and: Tnoffenſive; (Hl which was at- | 


reſted by ſeveral eminent: Diwines on 


their behalf.) that his Lordſhip de-|f 
clared himſelf ſatisfied with it : Ex-F 
preſſing his Approbation in thef| 
words, which are highly worthy of} 


the Moutli of a Chriſtian Biſhop, fay- 
ing, God: rep that I ſhould be again 
fuck excellent Deſigns. 

FOR' indeed, any one that peruſs 
the Vindication of their Societies, 
which they drew up upon this, and 


another 


and to quicken their Preparations for | 
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another like- occaſion, (the Copies of 
which ſeveral of them keep by them) 
will find, that they have given ſuch 
meek and full Anſwers to every Ob- 
jection, that they have render'd it 


| very difficult for any Lover of Piety, 
© or any one that knows and deſires the 
© Tatereſts of the Reformation, tomake 
> any reaſonable ObjeQtion againſt their 
* Orders or Deſign. 


AS to that which is fear*d by ſome 
fober and good People, namely, that 


| itmay degenerate in time to a Sec, 


and introduce Divifion ; be it con- 


& fider?d, that as this would indeed be 


a very deteſtable Thing, ſo they have 


{ moſt induſtriouſly ſenced themſelves 
| againſt it, by their Monthly Commu- 


on; their uſe of many of the Pab- 
lick Prayers conſtantly in their Aſſem+ 
blies ; their ſetting up Paublick Pray- 
ers 1n many Chunke in the City,and 
trequenting them in great Bodies, 
where they appear a very devout part 
of the Congregation ; and their utter 


diſclaiming of all Schiſmand Fattion ; 


G 4.- and 
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and finally, their humble deference to 
their Minifters, (without whoſe Ap- | 


probation, no Rale, Prayer, nor Prac- 
rice 1s allow*d among them.) TI ay, 
all theſe Conſiderations together, give 


any fober Perſon all the Satisfaction F 
that he can reaſonably demand, that F 
there 1s nomanner of Ground for ſuch' 
a Jealouſie : For indeed they find ſuch þ 
improvement in all Chriſtian _ 


and ſuch Satisfattion in their Conſci- 
ences, in obſerving the Conſtitutions 


of the Church of Erg/aza, that it 15 
remark*d by fome that have made' a: 


full enquiry into the Matter, ' that 
they could never yet find more than 


' one Inſtance of any Perſon of theſe: | 
Socteties,'that have faln from the Pub»: Þ 
lick Communion to any Se&# or Se-:| 


paratioh, 


AND as to that other dark and diſc '| 


mal Caſe of ſome of them, who at- 
rer an appearance of Zeal tor this P-- 


ous Undertaking, and . a: temporary 
Partnerſhip in it, have faln off to Va- 


nity and Vice: It is like the curry: 
0; 
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off.a Member'tothe'reſt of the:Bo-- 


$ dy; they conſider it with-ipiercing : 


Grief; - Aflition, 'and Indignation, 
tho it be no new thing 10 every Pro-: 
feſſion of Religion, to have ſome falſe 


| Brethren, The firſt Planters of Chriſti: 
| nity had reaſon-to figh over the A- 
* poſtacy of a Jadas, a Nicholas, a De- 
* mas, whom the Love of this preſent 
* World had enſnared, And I mention: 
| this, that every one that maketh Pro- 


jeffion of Relrgion, and thinketh that 
he-ftandeth; may take heed leſt he fall : 
And that they may dzg deep, and lay a 
frm Foundation in Faith, Lowlineſs: : 
of Mind, and found Knowledg of 


| the great Things” of 'our Salvation ; 
. & and thar they be very {trict in Chriftt--- 


"Fan Watchfulneſs, and in Mortificati- 


| on of the 'defires of Sin, and the in-: 


ward workings of Corruption, even 


to their Lives end, 
TO fall from a high Profeſſor of 
Religion, will prove a very cruſhing 


and dreadful Fall : Andtherefore let 
| every Chriſtian look well. to the Sin= - 
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cerity. of his own Heart, that his Spi- 
ritual Knowledg, and' Holy. Vows; | 
may not encreaſe the nizmber of his 
Stripes at laſt, for want of walking 
ſutably thereto, and of perſevering 
therein. 

MANY of theſe anhappy Revolters 
from their former ſtritnefs of Life, F 
are now not able to bear the Reproofs | 
of their perſevering Brethren ; they | 
ſhun their Company, they know not | 
how to converſe with them, and are 
aſham'd to look them in the: Face; 
and ſometimes they pray them to 
diſturb them no more by their Admo- | 
nitions, fince they apprehend all the # 
Danger they threaten them with toÞ 
be very true, and foreſee their deſpe- | 
rate End ſometimes with a Terror | 
not to be expreſs'd. And their De-f 
ſign ſeems to. be, to-divert thoſe Me | 
lancholy. Thoughts as long as they can, | 
with all the ſenſual Merriment they Þ 
caninvent. So-true 1s that Obſerva-Þ | 
tion, That Religion can torment thoſe * 
/2014 if Cannot reclaim. E 


th 


's 


* ment, the ſtate of the Reſurre 
{ and the unchangeable Eternity to 
| come ? 
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O! how much greater Comfort is 


| there in the conſcientious Praftice,than 


im the profane Contempt of Religion, 
even in the courſe of this Mortal 
Life ! But who can expreſs the infi- 
nite difference betwixt them in the 
Hour of Death, the Day of Judg- 


on, 


TO ſhun this fatal Dahger of a- 
poſtatizing from God, and reverling 
their Vows made to him; it is the 
Pratice of all theſe Soczeties to par- 
take of the Holy Supper of our Lord 
as frequently as they may, thereby to- 
devote themfelves afreſh to their good 


' Maſter, and to confirm their Purpoſes 
; of perpetual Service to-Him, and'as a 


means of receiving Spiritual Strength 


| from Him ſo to do. 


AND in order to their more advi- 
fed Preparation for fo ſolemn a Work, 
there 1s in fome one Church or more 
of this City, a Sermon preached every 
Lord's Day in the Evening (by the 
procure- 


*. 
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procurement of ſome of theſe Soc:- 
ettes) on the important SubjeQt of due: 
Preparation for the Lord's Table, and Fly 
« meet deportment after it ; by which, Fth 
great Good has been done, anda deep Br} 
ſenſe of Religion wrought in many 
Perſons. | 10 
AND by this their Care to acquit - Ygi 
their Conſciences, as to this laſt Com- Þth 
mand of our dying Lord, many of tl 
them have (by the Grace of God) at- FEtl 
tained to that excellent ' Primitive Tem- | ri 
per,of frequent Communicating with- | L 
out | ens. formal ; not leflening FF V 
due Reverence by the frequency, nor Þ|th 
extinguiſhing the proper Exerciſes of | pt 
Love to God, Thankfalneſs and Spirt- ÞF at 
tual Joy -at- "this Divine Sacrifice of Þ at 
Praiſe, (as ſome unhappily do) by ex- Fm 
ceſſive and unſeaſonable Terror and- Þf ti 
_ Dread. BP 
THERE 1s ſuch Love amongſt Þ tc 
thoſe of them that have faln under || tc 
my Obſervation, that ſcarce any na- Fo 
tural Brothers are ſo vigorouſly At- 
fetionate, I have often beheld ther 
| meeting 
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meeting and parting Embraces with ' 
Admiration ; and thoſewhoare new- ! 
Fly admitted are ſoon contracted into 
- Bthe ſame Fellowſhip of Chri/f:an-Bro. 
 Eherhood. 

IT is requir*d of ſuch as deſire to - 
join themſelves to them, "That they 
give the Society a ſolemn Account of 
their Senſe of Spiritual Things, with - 
the real Motives which lead them to 
this Undertaking, and what they ſe- 
rioully purpoſe as to their future - 
Life, This 1s many times done in 
Writing ; and I have perus'd ſome of 
their Papers, and have found them 
pen'd in ſuch an honeſt, affeftionate, 
and undiſguis'd Stile, with ſuch pious 
and ſenſible Exprefſions, and 1n fo - 
modeſt and humble a manner, that - 
they would mightily affect any Pious + 
Perſon to read them, and move him 
to break forth into pathetick Praifes 
to God, who hath given ſuch Graceto 
young Mex in ſo degenerate an Age.  -- 

AS ſor the Reproaches which ill Peo- 

pk caſt on theſe Soczeries, it is what 
good 
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good Things and Perſons have ever 
met. with from the beginning, and 
muſt be expeRed to the end of the 
World. The Scotts and Grudges of 
ſuch People againſt any thing, de- 
monſtrate that there is Good init; 
and indeed their Commendations may 
be look*d upon as an eftectual Defa- 
mat1on. 

UPON ſuch Occaſions of Slanders | 
and Evil-ſpeaking againſt them, 1 
have heard them exhorting and re- 
commending to each other, the true 
Chriſtian Armour of Humility, Pati 
ence, and a Reſemblance of our Blef- | 
fed Savioar's Silence under Revilings, | 
admiring that Divine Command of | 
his, of returning. Bleſzng for Cur ſing, | 
and of endeavouring to overcome Evil 
with Good ; minding one another not 
to make any mention of their being | 
of ſuch or ſuch a Society, but to make | 
their Holy Lives to teſtify, that they | 
are real Chriſtians. 

- AND thus by exhorting and en- | 
couraging one another to Chriſtian | 
Duty, } 
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Dufy, the Piety of many of them 
has appear*d very eminent and exem- 
pary ; infomuch that it is evident, 
even todemonſtration, that their Zeal 
hath in many Places given new Lite 
tothe celebration of the Lord's Supper 
Publick Prayer, Singing of Pſalms, 
and Chriſtian Conference,Duties which 


' were in many Places almoſt diſuſed, 
or perform*d in a cool and languiſh- 


ing manner. 

THIS is (as far as human Eye can 
ſee) the real and only Deſign of theſe 
Societies, who ſeem with one Heart 


| to attempt, by the moſt pious and 
# peaceable Methods, to put a ſtop to 


our overflowing Wickedneſs, remove 


| our Plagues, and to diſpoſe us into a 
{ Meetneſs for the Bleſſings and- graci- 


ous Preſence of God ; by whoſe Blef- 


| fing they have of late Years ſo en- 


creag'd- amongſt us, that there are 


| now thirty two. diſtin&t Bodies of 
| them, within the Compaſsof the Bzlls 


' Mortality. And beſides thoſe that 


| have been ſome time erefted in the 


Unverlity 
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Univerſity of Cambriag, ard 'inthe 
City of /Glocefter, 8c,” there are <s 
thers newly formed, not only in this 
City, but in various parts of this Na. 
tion; and even as far as Dubliz in the 
Kingdom of Ireland; where from 
three or four. Perſons, with which 
they began, they are now --encreas'd 
to nine or ten Societies, containing a- 
bout three hundred Perſons. - And 
they find ſuch Encouragement there 
from the Pious Archbiſhop, and from | 
ſeveral Divines, and other conſider able 
Perſons, that they have been a-means 
of reviving a great Senſe of Religion 
in many of the Inhabitants of thar | 
City; ' and have beguna very hopeful 
Reformation of Manners among them ; 
the Archbiſbop having ſigned his'Ap-- Þg 
probation of their Orders, which are 
copied from- thoſe in London; And: Þ; 

indeed all theſe good Eftets were oc- 

calion*d by the Examples of the Loy-' 
don Societies, and by the removing of 
ſome few of the London Aſſociates-to 


Dablis. 
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THIS leads me to conſider thoſe 
Chriſtian Efforts whuch have of late 
heen made towards a Pablick Refor- 
* Inatioz of Manners in the City of Lon 
dop, and the Parts adjacent, of whicty- 
| ſhall particularly treat in the next 
Chapter, 
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CHAP, IV. 


of their Endeavouring a Publick , 
Reformation of Manners. 


- 
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S our ſober Young Men found 
/\, great Joy in the ſerious Appli- 
ation -of their Souls to Religious - 
Matters, and: by the comphance of \. 
hoſe who inclined to join with thera < 
in it; ſo were they not a little-grievs / 
d, from day to.day, by the profane! 
a filthy Converſations of fuch -as-- 
proclaimed their Contempt: of God-- 
and-Religion 1n the'open Streets. And 
* ſtherefore. they long'd' in a 
he 
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for a legal ſuppreſſion of thele Scax- 
alous Enormities: Of whuch they 
complained often one to another, and 
mach lamented them in their Prayer 
to God. ' 

IT is true, the Chriſta Religion 
1s the moſt mild and gentle Inſtitut» 
on in the whole World, and the ful. 
leſt of Mercy towards Sinners; but 
not to infolent and obſtinate Sinners, Þ w 
but to the Humble and Penitent. TheY as 
Goſpel it ſelf is Thunder. to the impw 
dent and impenitent Tranſgreſſors 
and the Lamb of God then ſhews him 
felt che Lion of Judah. 

WE find' a couple of Liars ſtruck 
dead in the place for their perſiſtence 
in one Untruth ; and another was 
ſtruck blind for oppoſing the Chriſtig 
Faith ; both theſe by the Apoſtles of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has ap 
pointed Magiſtrates to be Terrors t6 
Ewvil-doers, and to this end has gird- 
ed them with a Sword to cut them ofj, 
where milder Methods will not re: 
claim them : and: he. ſtritly gr 

1M. 
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them not to wear this Sword in wain ; 
that is,that they be ſure to make uſe of 
itas he has appointed them. And-who- 
ſoever declines this in proper Caſes, 
under the pretence of Mercy and Pi- 
, does it to his own Prejudice and 
Ruin; ike the Man that refuſed to 
mite the Prophet, when required to 
do it, in the Name of the Lord, who 
was ſlain by a Lioz for his refuſal, 

as we read 1 K/zng. 20. 36. 
AND fince the Magiſtrate cannot 
puniſh a Traxſereſſor (with Righte- 
oufneſs) but upon due Convittion;. 
| and whereas few. are 10 rafh- as to: 
treſpaſs before the Face of a Righte- 
ous Magiſtrate ; it is abſolutely nece(- 
fary in order to ſuppreſs publick Sin, 
that ſuch Perſons' before whom the 
Nepal FaCt is done, take care to- in- 
torm the Magiſtrate of it : For the 
execution of Juſtice depends asmuch 
uponthe proof of the Matter of Fatt, 
as upon the execution-of the Penalty 
of the Law : And where the Thfor- 
mer, or the Magiſtrate fails in their 
| 1 
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reſpe&tive Duty, Juſtice is obſtructed, | 
the Efficacy of the Law nulPd, Ins; 


auity cheriſht, and the Wrath ot Gat 
provoked. - And: therefore the Law 
of God runs thus in the cafe of pre 
fane Swearing, Levit. 5.-1. If a Soul 
fin, and hear the Voice of Swearing, and 
is a Witneſs whether he hath ſeen. 
known of it, if he do not atter it, the: 
' he ſhall bear his Iniquity. And the 

fame muſt be nate of other Et 
ormities puniſhable by Law, by un- 
deniable Parity -of Reaſon: For, 1 
none gives Evidence againit a Tray 
greſſor, none” can þe-puniſht, and all 
Penal Laws are- vain. - Beſides, ts 
one great Deſign 'of the Temporal 
Punifhments ot Vice by the Laws & 
God and' Men, tq render” it ,ignomn 
nous; and:to bring; Shane” upotr;thi 
Committers, of .it;; 8s'an Atlmdnoimiont 


to.others, [that all may hear and fear, 


and do; no more 'fuch  Wicketineſs: 
which End (where: ſuch: Taws; ar 
not put.in;execation); 1s utrerly loſt 


and the contrary. takes plage; name 
_ t 
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the» Tranſgreflor.' grows impudent, 
1nd:comes' to glory 1n his ſhame, and 
hereby the Community 1s apt to mi{- 
take the Nature of Vice, and to ad- 
muire 1t- | 

OUR affociated Toure Mer had 
" due Convictions of theſe things, and 
were ſenſible that it muſt needs be as 
great a plece of Charity to bring a 
profane Perſon by light and tempo- 
rary Puniſhments. ta ſhun; Eternal 
FTorment, as to bind the Hands of 
ſuch: diſtracted People as ' would: 0: 
Stherwiſe tear their own Fleſh; and 
be their own Murderers ; And there- 
. fore .they were ready to-do all that 
became them 1n their-places to check 
thoſe ' pablick and - ſcandalous Sins 
which were become very #/olent 
iy (2nd cr5ing 1n this Cary. They only 
{wanted fome Directions to manage 
this Affair in a due manner, accord- 
ing to: the Law, and to be connte-: 
* gnanced-by ſome Magiſtrate ina Work 
ſo proper to his Office, and fo worthy 
of his regard. And it was not long 
ere 
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ere a ſingular Providence of Gol 
gave.them a favourable Opportunity 
to expreſs their Zeal for his Namen 
this Matter, 

FOR, about this time four or fin 
Gentlemen of the Church of Emnglan 
(whoſe Names deſerve to be had i 
perpetual Efteem, tho I have « 
their leave to publiſh them her 
falling into ſerious Diſcourſe upontt 
melancholy Subject of the Iniquinh 
of the Times, came at laſt to os t 
brave -and generous Reſolution to'<$0 
all that they pofſibly could by tha 
Authority of our Laws, to chaſtikf E 
and ſuppreſs thofe impudent Vial of 
and Impieties which they ſaw verſe: 
provoking in the ſight of God, anlff E 
very grievous to the Spirits of al} fo 
good Men. And foraſmuch as ſonef V 
-of theſe Gextlemer had made th B, 
Knowledg of our Laws their Study;Þ V 
they collected an Abſtract of our Fg # 
nal Laws againſt Vice and Profaney of 
ne(s, and drew up ſuch prudentilf po 
Rules, as are fit tor the. Legal Conf UV; 
WICH 
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vittion and Proſecution of fuch as of- 
fend againſt them. And having (in 
the Year 1691.) by the Motion of the 
Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, obtained the 
ml Queens Pious Letter to the Juſtices of 
all Peace, to att as it became them in 
af this important Aﬀair; and the Juſtices 
having madea very good Order there- 
upon, and the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
h&Þ-ez doing the like : Theſe Gentlemen 
nf cauſed Copies of all theſe to be prin- 
g ted, and to be ſent all over the King- 
'<$dom, at their own great Expence, 
tefſ.and lodged Blank Warrants in man 
lik Hands all over the City, for the eaſe 
7h of Informers, and other Perſons con- 
cerned ; with many other excellent 
z0lfÞ} Expedients to further a General Re- 
al formation, which ſurely 1s the beſt of 
mel Works : Of which one of our Poms 
the} Biſhops has given an Account to the 
dy;} World, ro the juſt Honour of theſe 
Pe Worthy Gentlemen, and to the ſhame 
zn6}} of fuch as have reproached and op- 
wal poſed their Righteous and Religions 
Jon Vnaer taking, 
1101 
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NOW, this {ell 1n- very-fitly with 
-fhe Diſpoſitions of our Soczettes, wh 
thereupon formed themſelves tat 
two conſiderable Bodies, for Info. 
mation againſt Publick Enormitig 
-the one: in Loxdor, the other in Hef. 
.minſter, the better to advance thi 
Work 1n all Parts, according to thet 
reſpective places of abode. And thers 
upon they gave punctual Informat 
on to ſome Magiltrate or other « 
thoſe publick Acts of Debauchery and 
Profaneneſs which they obſerved th 
be committed by Perſons hardned i 
their Sins; ſtill keeping to the Dt 
rection of the Law, and the Rab 
-ſubſervient thereunto .which thokſ 
Gentlemen had given them. mc 
BUT Wickedzeſs being at that timeÞ 
infolentand unuſed ro reſtraint, chekſ 
Perſons met with very outragiowF 
Reſentments, and with bitter Ref 
proaches and Threats from the pak © 
fionate Lovers of Vice; Yea, they dt 
often ran the hazard of their Lives wF" Y: 
the proſecution of this Deſign ; may a 
they 
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they underwent with Chriſtian Cou- 
rage, being ſupported (under: God) 
by divers of our Biſhops and London 
Divines, who told them, That if. a» 
ny of them ſuffer'd in ſo Divine a 
Work, they would very much -re- 
ſemble the Martyrs and Confeſſors of 
Chriſt, and recerve the Reward of it 
_ "1 _ prog nacdyr Fs re- 
, the Right Reverena Biſhop 0 
Che fer, hd thoſe worthy Died 
Dr. Horneck, Dr. Jekjl, and Mr. Ed- 
ward Stephens, have moſt eminently 
ſignalized their Zeal for their Great 
Maſter and his Work. | 
4h AND whereas our Toung Mep 
offffound it very often gbjeQed in com- 
mon Diſcourſe, that they were only; 
me. few raw Youths that engaged in 
ofthis Wopk, which ſeem'd. particu- 
ouÞarly to exaſperate the Perſons proſe»: 
ae (cuted by them; they greatly wiſhe for! 
1af$11e concurrence of ſome grave and. 
heyiderly Perſons to countenance and, 
5 oFapirit them in this difficals Enter- 
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"fs; and'baving no'Income by Tr 


74 Their Endeavonrs 


'P O this -08r' Good God, - who 
 wouldino! Suffer this Excellent Wark 
Gattettaken 'purely for his fake) t 
drop, ' was pleaſed by his - good: Prov 
Hence to adminiſtera very feaſonabk 
Support. For it fell out about thi 
tine; that the:good Service of ſee 
ral Men (moſt of them Houſe-keep 
ers) in 'the Tower-Hamlets came to 
be known, which was begun on thi 
occalion. 
THE Inhabitants of thoſe Ham 
tets being much perplexed by piltering 
-Piek-locks, Houſe-breaker 
and ſuch nl Perſons; fome of then 
began to inquire intothe Places whit 
were ſuſpected to harbour that for 
of-People: And by tracing our'ther 


| ..; the tive. ſource of their Grievancs; 
\%, arr ay, That theſe vicious Perſons 
ity ſhameful /ewdyreſs and-idkÞ} of 


te di 
| _orEſtate e tO maintain.them i in it, the fu 
 berdol themſelves to Robbery,” $ i A 


ti Jig is Burglary, and picking of Lo. 
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ahd Pockets, to maintain their :expen- 
five Luſts and lewd Companions. 
UPON this, ſome of the ſober 'In- 
habitants of theſe Hamlets ſet them- 
ſelves with great Concern, and.un- 
daunted Courage, to pull down the 
very Noſts of theſe Diſorders, They 
ot Warrants for ſearch, and brought 
all ſuſpected Perſons to clear them- 
felvesin a legal way, and where it 
was requiſite, they demanded Securt- 
ty for their Good-behaviour.; they 
proſecuted. and ſuppreſt all-known 
Houſes of Bawadery, and brought the 
Keepers of them to- legal Puniſhment; 
And whereas ſome of thoſe who-en- 


aged in this Work: were of tha Pub- 


lik Communion, and others of -ditte- 
rent Perſwaſtons, their-leſler Difleren- 
ces in Matters of Religion, did :not 
mthe leaſt divide them 1n profecuting 
of theſe. things which they. ſaw wero 
direQtly contrary to-all Religion. And 


I fuclt as did' not a&t perſonally- iv this 


Aﬀair; yet perceivins the Good thar 
ul 2 came 
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.£ame of 1t, were inclined to contribute 
towards it. | 
BUT there were ſome things 
wanting 1n this Undertaking, in the 
defeQ of which it was much retard. | 
ed, and had like to have ſunk. The || 
one was a methodical way of proceed. || | 
ing, for want of which their Endes | * 
vours were neither ſo orderly, nor {of 
effeQtual as they afterwards prov'd, || * 
They alſo wanted a more compaQ : 

T 

fk 


Incorporation of their Members into 
one Soctety or Body, which might 
be. moved and guided by the ſame q 
prudential Methods, as if they all pro-} 
eceded from the ſame Soul. And 
laſtly, their Fund was low, and in- 
ſufficient to defray the Expence 
ſuch an Afﬀair. For, ſince the ap- 
prehenſion of lewd Reffians, and def- A 

rate Ballies, needed a good num- 

r of Officers and other Aſſiſtants; | , 
and ſince the Proceſs of our Law i f 
not a little chargable, it muſt be aþ © 
lowed, that Money « the Sinews LI of 

FOR 
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this War, as well as others. 
" NOW our aforeſaid Societies for * 
giving of Informations, having conſi- 
dered theſe Circumitances, and hav-- 
ing admired the Zgal and Courage of 
thoſe honeſt: and excellent Men in* 
theſe Hamriets, and obſerved how- 
well they ſuted to make up what 
themſelves wanted in Years and Ex- - 
perience, they reſolved to congur 
with them, that their azited Forces” 
might be- the more victorions: And 
the Gentlemen before-mentioned gave 
their hearty Conſent to the Match, 
and (like kind Fathers) did not a lit- 
tle augment the Dowry. | 
- AND now their Reſolved Work 
went on with happy Succeſs, the one 
emulating and puſhing on the other. 
And in all Caſes they ated regularly, 
and in conformity to Rules approved 
by the Learned in the Law. They 
choſe two Srewards to keep their 
o Caſh, and to keep an exat Account 
"Fo all Contributions and Disburſments. 
[hey had a ſer place of aſſembling 
D 3 to- 
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together, in which they obſerveda 
regular Method of Propohing, De- 
bating, and Concluding every thing; 
and had a Notary on all Occajions to 
attend them : and finally, at this 
weekly Meeting, they concerted thoſe 
Meaſures which they proſecuted with 


Vigour. 4a the City and Suburbs, and | 


with very great Succeſs. 

. FOR they wereinſtrumentalia put: 
ting down ſeveral open Markets that 
had} been kept -on the £Zord”'s Day; 
aud. inſuppreſling ſome hundreds 0 
Houſes of vi Fame, bringing the Fre 


quenters of them to due: Shame and | 


Puniſhment. And by the means df 
this Society alone, about 2000 Perſon! 
have been legally proſecuted and: cop 
victed, either as keepers of. Houſes of 


Bawaery and Diſorder, or as Whore, | 


iVight-walkers, and the like ; and the 


Names of theſe Delinquents are {| 


down in three black Liſts which. they 


have printed : All which 'have- beg} 


ſentenced by the Magiſtrates as tl 
Law directs, and have $oorongy 
| cl 
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been puniſhed, (many of cher divers 
times): either by Carting, Whipping, 
Fining, Impriſonment, or ſuppreſſing 
their Licences. = | 

THEY have alſo been inſtrimer- 
tal to put down ſeveral Mrſick-houſes 
which had degenerated into. notort- 
ous Narſeries of Lewdneſs and De- 


| beuchery : As it appeared by a Paper 


printed 0n- this occafion, wherein it 
was proved, that many Perfogs had 
been eriſnared by .the rude Company 
which uſually reſorted - £0 thoſe; 
Houfes, to the Ruin 'of- thar Ho- 


| nour ; and ſome t0. that utter extir=: - 


pation of Modeſty, -that fome of 
both Sexes had ſhameleſly danced 
naked in theſe licentiqus: Brothels ; 
which Diforder had abounded to thar 
degree, that above twenty Murders. ' 
had been committed in them with- 
n a very little time. All which 
muſt needs render them odious in the 


| Eyes of all ſober People. | 


BESIDES this, the 'Members ot 
this - Society have legally -convicted 
D-4 mul- ' 
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multitudes of notorious Swearers,Sah. 
bath-breakers, and Drunkards : and 
their - Proceedings in all theſe. Cafes 
have been ſo {tritly legal and un- 
blamable, that they have tor ſeveral 
Years-paſt received great Countenance 
1 the ſeveral Coarts of Judicature 


and have found very conſiderable En- | 
couragement from the Lord Mayor | 


and Court of Aldermen, who have 
henourably contributed towards the 
great Expence of fo great and uſeful 
an Undertaking. 

- BUT yet theſe Endeavours of fo 
general a Good, did not proceed with- 


out manya Rub; it it had, it would 


have been the fir{t time that Vertue 
had been advanced with Eaſe and 
Smoothneſs. We mult have con- 


cluded, that either Yertue or Vice had 


loſt its Nature, if the one could ſup- 
plant and dethrone the other without 
paſhonate Oppoſition : Yea we might 


have thought-that the Devil had loft: 


his Envy to the Good of Mankind, 
Pit 


or that all-the Legions of the Inferxat 
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P;t had. been caft-into a avep Sheep, 
ſhould they have ſuffer'd ſuch a brave 
Onſet to be made upon the Territories 
of Darkneſs, without making all the 
ſatereſt they had againſt it, It was - 
therefore no wonder at all, that the 
Undertakers of this Divine Work mer 
with many Difficulfies to ſtrugle witlr 
m the Proſecution of it, 
IN truth, they experienced hot on- 
ly the-rude Aſſaults of licentious De- 
bauchees; which wy expected ;* but 
too often the Brow-beatings and Diſ- - 
couragement of ſuch as were bound 
by the tremendous Bond 'of an Oath, 
and the-Divine Truft of Authority to 
do otherwiſe; which was the ntore - 
difficult to' bear. | 

T have known the Day in which 
ſeveral Perſons have with extreanm 
lorrow complained, that they had 
ſpent above half of. it in going trom 
tie Houſe of ' one Juſtice of Peart rot 
another, . before they' could get' a 
Warrant figned. Such Complaints - 
were too-frequent, and alas ! too true: - - 
D 5 BU TL: 
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BUT there was great Hopeof a full | 
Redreſs to this Grievance, when there 


came forth a Pious Proclamation from 
their Majeſties, Jan. 21. 169%, requi- 


ring all Magiſtrates, Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil, in their reſpeftive Stations, t6 
execitte the Laws of this Realm againſt 


Profaneneſs and Immorality, as the) 


would anſwer it to Almighty God, and 


«pon Pain of their Majeſties higheſt Dil- 
- woke Onplan alſo (molt of 
ly) That by along continued Neglect and 
. Conntvance of the Magiſtrates and Of: 
ficers concerned, theſe. arſolute Fnormi- 
ties had univerſally ſpread themſelves, ty 
the diſhonour of God, and the ſcandal 
of our Holy Religion, &c. "This Pro 
clamation was occaſioned by the piow 
Addreſs of our Arch-biſhops and Biſhojs 
to their Majeſtjes,. as the Preamble df 
it declares. 
-. AND fince tliis did [not fully ac 
compliſh its End, it was followel 
(May 16. 1693.) by a perſonal Exc: 
tation of the Juſtices of Middleſex, to 
further this work with YVigour, Y 
tt 
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| the Lord Keeper in a Specch made to 
them tothar purpoſe; ” by her Ma Kr: 
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Spectal Commaiid.: and partly by theſe 
Supports, but chiefly by tlie good Hand 
of -Goa upon it, this Enterptize has 
gained Ground, notwithitanding the 
many ill turhs that have beth doneit.. - 

INSOMUCH, that thereare-now + 
near twenty Societies of various Qus- - 
lities and Faxtoas, formed in a Sub- - 
ordination and Correſpondeney: one -- 
with another, and engaged in this - 
Chriſtian Defigh. in and about ths. , 
City and Suburbs : 1 All which have *- 
their ſet Hours and Places of .meet= -- 
ing, .'to direct, ſupport, and execute -- 
this their Undertaking, 

IN this Number of tlie Societzes for.” * 
Reformation here given, I do not, in-- - 
clude any of the thirty two Religzovs; - 
Socteties before menitioned.. For 'tho + 
they all agrce.in the love of .Vertuez--. 
and diſlike of Vice, yet their firſt and' 
more dire& - Peliga of Aﬀeociation. - 
ſeems to be diſtinguiſh'd thus :_ In..-2 
that the Societies for Reformatioabeng. - 
+ their. 
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their utmoſt Endeavours from the fir$ 
to ſuppreſs publick Vice ; whilſt the 
Religions Socteties endeavour?d chiefly 
to pramote Religion in their own 
Breaſts, tho they have ſince been & 
minently inſtrumental in the Publick 
Reformation. The former endea- 
vour'd to take away the Reproach of 
our Religion, by curbing the Exor- 
 bitances of its Profeſſors ; the /azter 
attempted to retrieve that Holy Vi- 
pour in the PraQtice of Religion which 
| -omes Chriſtians. And whereas theſe 

Hatter are all of the Church of Eng- 

land, and fervent T overs, and rit 
obſervers of her Pablick Worſhip ; the 
former are compoſed of all fuch as 
bear a hearty Indignation againſt 
Vice and Impiety, tho of ditterent 
Perſwaſions in ſome Circumſtantials 
of Religion. For in this Caſe, the 
Members of. our Church do not fay 
to any Lovers of Piety, as Zyrubba: 
bel to the Adverfaries of Judah, Te 


 kave nothing to do to build with « :. 
For they conſider Yice as. an Enemy 
| 66 
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to human Natnre, and as tending to 
the ruin of the whole World. le. 
do therefore with humble Thankful- 
nefs to Almighty God acknowledg 
the . Brotherly Aſſiſtance which 1s 
given us by ſome-of our Diſſenting 
Brethren (eſpecially thoſe of the Preſ- 
byterian Perſwaſion) 1n endeayouring 
to diſcountenance and ſuppreſs. pub- 
lick Enormities, which have been fo 
generally ſpread, and ſo long taking 
Root, that they need the help of all. 
Hands to pluck them up. And- it is: 
not only in London, but in Notting- 
bam, Shrewsbury, and other Parts; 
that they join hand in-hand with thoſe 
of our Communion, 1n order to ſup-.- 
preſs the Vices of the Place. 17 js 
God that maketh Men of one Mind in a 
Houſe, much more in a VVation : and 
[ beſeeca the God of Peace to bring all 
that ſincerely love and fear him, to 
periect Peace and Coalition : For this 
we pray inceſſantly in our Pablick Ser- 
vice, wherein we eitreat the Father 
of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, that he” 

would 
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would bring all ſuch as pro 
Name to agree in the la þ 


Goa + and then- (as an eminent French 
Refugee obſerved). will the Englith 
Church and.Nation be thzice Dappy. 

THFSE. Endeavours to ſtop the 
wide mouth of our crying Sizs, have 
(by the Bleſſing of God) fo far fuc- 
ceeded,- that the Impudence of lewd 
Women, and the Blaſphemies of li 
centious Tongues are manifeſtly a- 
bated in our Streets, and the works of 
Darknefs ſeem to be retiring to' their 
proper Scene, the obJcureſt Corners 
that can be found, as moſt remote 


from human Obſervation and Puniſh» 


ment. 

' BUT the baniſhment of Vice from 
the publick View, 15 not all the Good 
that has been done by theſe legal Pro- 
{ecutions, 


els his Hol 
of his Hob 
Word, and to live in Unity and god 
Love. When once this fhall come to 
paſs, we may hope that the Enemies 
to the Fundamental Principles and 
Prattices of our Holy Religion, being 


covered with Shame, may ſeek wnto 
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ſecutions,” (tho that is moſt highly 
valuable, as. it takes away publi 
Scandals and Temptations) but there 
have been many Inſtances of Perſons 
apprehended in ill Houſes and Com- 
pany ; who having ſomething of Mo- 
deſty and Tenderneſs remaining,have 
been alarmed out of this ill way of 
Life, and have afterwards acknow- 
kdged the Mercy of God, and the Cha- 
rity of Men, in pulling them as Fere- 
brands out of the Fire, . 

AND tndeed, ſince the Mag#ftrates 
chaſtizing of wicked People is an 
Ordinance of God, it 1s fcarce to be 
- -cermrks but that it is deſigned for 
the Spiritual Good of particular Men, 
as well as the Pablick Good of. Sdcie- 
ties : and what doubt can there be; 
but that God" does many times turn 
ſuch legal Corrections to infinite Ad- 
vantages* The Magiſtrate is the 
Civil Parent : and as God has com- 
mitted the Sword to him to cut off 
intolerable Miicreants, ſo hashe given 
him a Ro#d to chaſtize Ottendggs in 
eller 


88 . Their Endeavours 
kſfer Matters: and to him merhinks 
we may as well apply the words. of 
Solomon, as to the Natural Parent 
(Prov. 23. 14.) Thozu ſhalt beat him 
with the Rod, and [balt deliver his Soul 
from Hell, Which it duly conſidered, 
would ſerve to quicken Magiſtrates in 
this glorious Work of ſaving the Souls 
.of Men from eternal Torments (which 
would bring a great ſhare of their 
Glory into their own Boſoms.) And 
it would-alſo tend to allay the paſſio- 
nate-Reſentments of ſuch as fall under 
the CorreCtion of the Magiſtrates Di. 
cipline, if they did bur.toreſee the in- 
yaluable kindneſs of {topping their 
way (tho with Thorns) to. prevent 
their running into the Infernal Pit, 
QO. that Men had Faith to- make a 
due Eſtimate. of theſe certain and nes 
cellary Conſequences of things! which 
a few Moments will exemplity upon 
every Soul of us in Erernal Bliſs :or 


Torment. 
IT wasthe deep fenſeof theſe great 


Thidgs, which firſt engaged the Pt! 


Hearts 
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Hearts and Hands of thoſe few Pious 
Gentlemen in this moſt Noble Wark, 
who do not now (bleſſed be God) act 
alone init. Several other Gent/emen 
and eminent Citizens are now 1nCEr- 
porated with them ; and they meet 
m_—_— to ſuperintend, direct, and 
purſue this beſt of Works (as one of 
our Pious Biſhops calls it) conſulting 
the beſt and moſt adviſable Methods 
tocarry it on, ſpending a great deal 
of time weekly, 'and ſometimes daily 
nit, and furthering it by very large 
and honourable Contributions. And 
by theſe means many thouſands of 
vicious and profane Perſons have been 
brought to juſt Puniſhment ; to which 
the late excellent Law againſt profane 
wearing and Curſing has been very 
krviceable : and were it but enlarged 
na Line or two, to make the Work 
of Information eaſier, it would ſoon 
baniſh the Helliſh ſenſeleſs Sin of 
blaſphemy out of this Nation ; as alfo 
wut of the Kzngdom of Ireland, where 
tis likewiſe made a Law, and is very 
V1gO- 
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vigorouſly put” in Execution : cor 
cerning which a Perſon of Quality 
writes thus from Dzblix, in- a Letter 
to his Friend 1n Londen, Octob. 28, 
1097. 

c TH E Reformation'goes on in this 
« City very vigorouſly : When we 
« were preſented with a thouſand 
« Warrants agamit profatie Swear- 
* ing, by a Gentleman from Low#aon, 
« it was thought we ſhould never 
* have needed more : but thoſe have 
« all beet put in Execution, and we 
< are now'upon printing a third. thow 


& ſaxd of them more. 'Thelaſt Lords 


« Day, I believe there were eight or 
& nine Pounds levied in Ale-Houfes, 
« and abovea Hundred Bakers hay 
& paid within this laſt Quarter:for 
« profaning the Lord's Day, in th 
* «© Buſineſs. of- their Trade, beſide 
& Taylors, Drovers, and others ; and 
«© Baway-Houſes and Whores are hunt- 
& ed down with a high Hand. Brias 
« wel .1s filled with them, and tlw 
« without-any great Aſſiſtance oy 
* tix 
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« the Magiſtracy. Some Perſons of 
« our Socteties being, put upon the 
& Grand-Jary for the City, do it et- 
« fetually : ten or twelve lewd, Wo- 


© menhave been takenupina Night, 


« jn the Houſes as well as Streets ; 
« and this twice or thrice a Week. 
« But I muſt add however, that this 
& Refgrmation in every part of it, is 


| & heholden to our Recorder, who 


© ſhews more Zeal and Application 
to it, than ever any Magiffrate in 
& Londoy or Midaleſex has done lince 
« T have been acquainted with theſe. 
« Matters, 
- THERE 1s alſo a Socresy of this 
kad in Drogheda, in Maxouth, and 
wKyikenny : and ſeveral Divines are 
endeavouring to plant them in otlier 
parts of the Kingdom of Irelavs, -But 
[return nearer home. | 
TO awaken a juſt ſenſe of the Nee - 
e&lity of Reformation-of Manners in 
the City of London, there' are four 
Srmons 1n the Year preached on this 
weighty Subject at - Bow-Charch in 
Cheap 
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Cheapſide ; namely, on every Monday | 
fext following the four uſual Quarter 
days, about Eleven in the Morning: 
And the like is done by Diſſeaters on 
four other Days. 

AND by the Bleſſing of Almighty 
God upon theſe Endeavours, a ve 
conſiderable ſenſe of Religion has F þ, 
been revived in many of this Natzen, | ;f 
and a very conſpicuous Check given 
to Debauchery, Inſomuch that the 
general Odiam, and the threatning I; 
Pangers of informing againſt -Vict 
and Profaneneſs- are almoſt” extin> 
guiſht, and the blefſed Work of Re 
formation ſet into ſuch an excellent 
and ſucceſsful Method, that the out- 
ward part of it would ſoon be effeQ 
ed, would but ſome few in ev 
Street or Pariſh, who are of Plact |; 
and Power, pull their Hands out of |; 
their Boſoms to engage in this honox- [{,; 
rable and neceſſary Work ;, or would & [1 
thers, who are of Ability, but cot Þ;6 
tribute as it becomes them, toward |. 
the Expence of it. For the appr& 
hending 


PIER on, 


of Reformation. 93 


hending of lewd People, (as was be- 


| fore oblerved) and the proſecution of 


them 1n the courſe of our Law 1s ve- 
ry chargable ; inſomuch, . that near 
a thouſand Pounas have been expend- 
ed in this Work by one of theſe So- 
ceties alone, within the ſpace of the 
at four Years : As it may be proved, 
by their Book of Accounts, to any one 
that deſires it for any good End. 

AND that none may be diſcoura- 
oed on the account of the general Q- 
rerflowing of Vice, and the diſpro-. 
portzonable fewneſs of Hands engag- 
:d to put a ſtop to it; let it but be. 
conſidered, that the chief part of this 
Oppoſition to Publick Immorality, has 
xen . occaſioned by the meeting of 
four'or five private Perſons together ; - 
who duly conſidering and bewalling 
the Height and Extent of the Sins of 
tlus Nation, came to a Reſolution of 
dang their utmoſt to.oppoſe it, in the 
Wwe courſe of our Laws. An At- 
tempt which, methinks, ſeemed as 


Generous and Heroick, as that of / - 
"  pathan 
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nathan and his Armonr-bearer, why 
being inſpirited by God, refolyed to 


attack a whole Army of Philiſtinsen. 
campt on a vaſt Hill : But the Loyd 


of Hoſts who led them on in this 
noble Enterprize, did ſucceſsfully car: 
ry them thorow it, to the utrer Dif: 
comfiture of thofe numerous Enemies 
of God. And fince we may without 
raſhneſs conclude, that this. Effort + 
gainſt publick Sins has theſame Or; 
ginal with that of Jonathan, we h 

it may at laſt attain' the ſame E 

tho this Attempt againſt numetos 


and _—_ Enormities has s| 


great Diſadvantages as that, in I- 
mane Eſtimate. 

O! what a Field of Honour (his 
here, beforeall Perſons among us! I 
which Magiftrates and Miniſters ate 
more eſpecnlly concerned to be Leah 
ers, who are by their Offices deſignel 
to direct the Conſciences, and reg 
lite the Converſations of Men. 1 
beſeech the Almighty and: All-good 
God to infpitit and determine Tot 

effeQu- 
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effeQtually to this Work, to which he 


loudly calls them, a Work abſolutely 
neceſſary, not only to our Proſperity, 
but Subfiſtence ; and for want of 
which we are almoſt undone: 

AND mn truth, the Glory of At. 
mighty God, and the Support of our 
Church and State, are ſo manifeſtly 
concerned herein ; that I cannot ſee 
bow the Miniſters of Juſtice, or of 
Divine Service, will be able to anſwer 
the unchriſtian Neglect of it, before 
the Lord Jefus Chriſt (the Judg of 
All) before whoſe FJudement-Seat we 


| muſt all appear, and that very ſpeedi- 


ly. Where two Armies are engaged 
na bloody and uncertain Battel, how 
will thoſe Regiments anſwerit ro-their 
Prince, who ſtood by and idly lookt 
on, without. {triking one hearty ſtroke 
in. his Cauſe, to whom they voweda 
Military Faithfulnefs to their Death ? 
But above the reſt, how will the Of- 
fcers of thofe daſtardly Troops an- 
fycr it to their Sovereign, who dread- 
«a hittle- Danger and Hardſhip in 
\ his 
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his- Service, more than his Royal Dij; 
pleaſure? . 

AH Sirs! if we are now backward 
to contribute our utmoſt Endeavour 
in our ſeveral Stations towards the 
ſuppreſſing thoſe impudent and ſcan- 
dalous Vices, whereby our God and 
his Holy Religion are 1o outragiouſly 
blaſphemed : It we prefer carnal Eafe, 
the Favour of Men, or any worldly 
Intereſt, before ' the Honour of our 
God,: and the Propagation of Relig 
on: What inſupportable Shame, Hor. 
ror and Regret will at laſt ſeize us,and J , 
for ever torment us! And theretorel J , 
again beſeech the Holy Spirit to excite | + 

G 
m 


 V —— cc. —_— SPE: 


bx TIN 


and; fix in us all (even in Magi/tr ates, | 
Miniſters, and all Ranks of People) a 
vigorous and effectual Zeal for his 
Holy Name and Will; and a jul 
Concern for the languiſhing Repute 
of- the Chriſtian Name, and of the 
Reformed Religion. 101; lh 
"AND as for all thoſe various .D+- 
. grees of Men who have already &t 

their Hands to this excellent Work, 
may 
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may they never ſlacken their Hands, 
or pull them back. Let me entreat 
them to aCt in it with a Zeal, Con- 
fancy and Purity of Intention, ſuta- 
ble to ſo Divine an Employment as 
that they engage in, to ſo great and 
00d a Maſter as they ſerve, and to 
that infinite Reward which they may 
expect, Be not ſuch Enemies to your 
ſelves, as to be weary of well-doing 
fince in a ſhort time you will reap, if 
wu faint not. 

O Chrittians! Look: unto Jeſus, 
who not only azderwent the Contra- 


| dition of Sinners, but endured the 
| Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame, for the 


Glory which was ſet before him, Re- 
member, that as a Cxr/e is threatned 
to ſuch as do the Work of the Lord 
negligently : SO a Crown 15. prepared 
tor thoſe who are faithful unto Death. 
THE Time of our Warfare is but 
ſhort, and the Difficulty of it will be 
much ſweetened by the promiſed Com- 
forter, and the Reward of well-doins' 
will be of infinite Value, and eternal 
E Dura- 
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Duration: And as no Work in the 


World: wy be more commended of 


our _—_ Judg at laſt, than this 
of Reformation; ſince he himſelf ſits 
as 4 Refiner”s Fire; and as Fuller's Soap, 
to purity and cleanſe his People from 
their Sins ; and ſince he will &re long 
conſume that Reprobate Sztver, which 
is not effeftually refined by thoſe 
means of Pwrification which he hath 
ordained : On all theſe accounts, I 
{ay, we haveno Concern upon Earth 


{ogreat, as to acquit our ſelves well | 


in this our Spiritual Calling, not ben; 
ſlothful, bat diligent Followers of them, 
who through Faith and Patience inherit 
the Promiſes. 

AND here I cannot but call upon 
our Di:ſſenting Brethren, that as they 
have manifeſted a Chriſtian Spirit in 
aſſiſting us to ſuppreſs Vice, they 
would do no leſs in endeavouring, to 
diſcountenance Strife, and to reitore 
Unity, And let me entreat- them, 
even by the Bowels of our cornmon 
Lord and Saviour, that they ſtud 

| ouſly 
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ouſly endeavour to diſpoſe - their 
Young Ones to follow after things 
which make for Peace, Unity and Or- 
der, (the deſire of which ſeems deep« 
ly impreſt on the Spirits of our Socte= 
ties of Young Men) that the Church 
of God may enjoy more peaceable 
and flouriſhing Days 1a the next Age, 
than it has in this. 

THE making of our Peace with 
God by eftectual ay ugg and of 
Unioz among, our felves by mutual 


Charity and Condeſcenſion, are the 


happieſt Works that any Perſon can 
apply himſelf to on Earth, The Sa« 
tisfaction and peaceable Fruits of it 
here would be exceeding great, and. 
the Reward of it hereafter 1nexpreſli-. 
ble. 

NOW theſe Societies: aforementi- 
oned, ſeem in a great meaſure fitted 
tocarry on both theſe great Deſigns ;, 
if at leaſt there be any hope of ſuch 
neſtimable. Bleſſings, left to ſuch a. 
profligate People as we are : For they 
tave been inſtrumental to bring ſeve- 

E 2 re] 
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ral Quakers and Enthuſiaſtick People 
to Baptiſm, and to a ſober Mind; 
and of the Converſion of many pro- 
fane Perſons.; and of bringing others 
ro legal Puniſhment, who appeared 
otherwiſe incorrigible. 

AND many of our "Miniſters have 
found-by Experience, (as they have 
aſſured me)” that the planting of one 
of theſe Socteties in their Pariſh, has 
been a means of enlarging their Con: 
gregations and Commundons to a very 
Sreat Increaſe; and. not only ſo, but 
of introducing a more devout De: 
portment in all Paublick Ordinances, 
So that it 1s 7 to be wiſht, that 
every -- Parochial Miniſter would cn- 
deavour to erect a Soczety of this Na- 
ture in his Pariſh, which he might 
do, if he could but find two or three 
Young Men, or Houſe-keepers 1n tt, 
of pious Inclinations, and 'a ſober 
Life, (and if ſuch a number as this 
cannot be found in any place, it is 
worſe than Sodom) and He may be- 
1Y thoſs 


oin a Society with theſe (as many of 
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thoſe which are now. numerous, be- 
gan at firſt) till more be, added tg 
them by the Grace of God, Athing 
of this Nature heartily undertaken 
1 | for the Glory of God, and attended 
- | with Prayer, Diligence and Patience, 
could hardly mi ſcary. And a good 
Miniſter would find his Work happt- 
ly turthered by ſuch a Prous Narſery 
of Youth ; and the poor Neighbour- 
hood not a little comforted by their 
Charity : Yea, the very Money which 
is by the Law forfeited to the Poor, 
. | by Swearing, Drunkenneſs, and pro- 
taning the "Lord's Day, would be a 
ſeaſonable Relief to the Poor in theſe 
hard times ; for by theſe Penaltics the 
Sum of 55 Poands was lately railed 
+ | none Pariſh of this City within the 
{pace of one Year. 


" AND tho this may well. be num- 
+» | dred amongſt their Charztzes to. the 
- | Foor, eſpecally ſince the late Law a- 
| gain{t profane ; Swearing. has made 
. | the Forleitures. to the Poor ariſe ve- 
| Iy high to ſome who will not togbear 
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iteven after the ſecond Convittion : Yet 
their own Perſonal Alms to proper 
Objets of Charity, are very conſ- 
derable. Their Contributions to 


awards the Excellent Deſign of erect 


ing Libraries in our Foreign Plantati- 
e115, 1s computed to amount to one 
hundred Pounds and upwards : And 
what they have expended in freeing 
of Priſozers, and relieving poor F& 
milies, 1s not inconfiderable. 

AND beſides, their manner of dif 
burſing their Bognty to fick and dif: 
treſſed People, is ſuch as renders it a 


double Benefit. For they uſually } 


#end their Alms by the hands of two 
or more of their moſt ſerious Mem- 
'bers, who make a perſonal enquiry 
into their Neceſſities, and uſually in- 
troduce ſome ſeaſonable Diſcourſe ſu- 
"table to the AMiQton of the Per/o7 ar 
Family which they relieve ; which 
many times proves the better Charit 
of the two. For the poor afflicted 


"Perſons being partly awakened by tlie |, 


Rod of God upon them'; and my 
| ul» 
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furprized by ſuch a Viſit and Bpanty 
from Perfons unknown to them; and 
not a little pleafed- to hear ſuch: ſa- 
voury Speeches. drop from the 'Lips 
of Young Perſons : All theſe things 
together have ſometimes been happt- 
iy inſtrumental in propagating a 
Senſe of Relzgion in ſome Perſons who 
never before telt any thing of it; and 
of exciting it where it had before: 
taken place. So. that T have fome- 
times had greater Thanks'from ſqme ' 
who, (upon my Recommendatiqn ) 
haye enjoy?d theſe Spiritual Expreſ- 
| fions of their Charity, Compaſſion, and 
Conſolation, thanfor their other Boun- 
ty; tho they have confeſt themſelves 
_ raviſht in the confideration of : 
oth. 

IT has ſometimes pleaſed God to 
reduce ſome of their own Members 
by Sickneſs, or other means, to a low 
Condition ; and then they have duly 
calPd' to mind the Apoſtolick Rule of 
 ſhewing Piety at Home ; they have aft- 
torded. them ſutable Supplies- when 
E- 4-. luving, ' 
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living, and buried them decently when 
dead. And as they have found them. 
ſelves greatly affeſted by Funeral Ser. 
ons, 10 they uſually procure one at 
the Fureral of any of their Soczety; 
as conſidering that no Sermon 1s like 
tocome with {uch Power upon Mens 
Souls, as that which is enforc'd by a 
moving Obje&t of Mortality, to alarm 
the very Senſes of Men, and to givg 
a mortitying blow to all Carnality; 
So that tho this their Charity begins 
at Home, it does not end there, 

IT wasan AR of great good Na- 
ture,. and favoured no leſs of a Sprrtt 
becoming eur Merciful Religzon, 
winch ſome of them expreſs to- 
wards a poor W/;aow upon her Death- 
Bed, whom they found in extream 


Trouble; for fear leſt her two young | 


Children ſhould be caſt upon the Cha- 
rity of her Relations, who were Pa- 
piſts, and by that means be brought 
up -in their Errors; it being 1n the 


Reign.of K, James II. 


NOW 


Mo tres OY wy «4 ——_— 
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NOW to eaſ@ker diftreſſed Spit, - 
ſome of theſe: Tong ; Mc undertook 
to:talke care both: t0 maintain: and. c- 
ducate theſe forlorn Orphaps';, giving 
the poor expiitng Widow. their pro 
muſe ſo to do ; And, this greatly; con-: 
duced to her quiet, and-xcomfoptable 
beath, for ſhe, had lived a.vei ry good 
Lite. {And they tully. diſcharged their 
Truſt : "They. took care that the two 
Children (the one being five. Years of 
Ape,..the other fix), were maintaurd 
and-inſtructed till they were fit-t0,be- 
come. Apprentices; and'then got them 
good Places, by which they are put 
100-4 Capacity of wg very 590-" 
tortably. | 

I was once; preſent at. one. of their: 
Conferences, when; a yer I POrr Man: 
came with moſt. earneſt -AtteCtion, to 
return them "Thanks for what they! had 
done, both- tor Is Body. and SUI. 
It ſeems he was a periect Stranger to 
them all,. and toevery other Perfort i in: 


the Place where- God caft hun dawn 
bya ſharp and long Sickneſs, in whygh 


- and being now come on ſhore ſick, 


, | 
Jv 
- 


Noe 
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(as he ſaid) his Body and Soul had 
Iike to have periſh*d' together. He 
had lived a very ill Tite, and been 
much diſuſed to the Ordinances of 
God, by-reaſon of his Sea-faring Life: 


and beingabovea hundred Miles from 
his-Abode and Acquaintance, he fel 
into great Want. Upon which, ſome 
of this Soctety perceiving his Diſtreſs, 
recommended him to- the reſt ; and 
they readily alowed him a week 
Penſion for eight Weeks together, til 
hewas recovered. And one of the 
Society being a Chirargeon, carefully |. 
'drefled'a very' grievous Sore which he 
had, and by God's Bleſſing, reftored 
it to perfett Soundneſs.. Others of 
'them went to him and read- gool 


"Books by his Bed, which tended to | 


'the improvement of God's Viſitation 
*vpon him -:- They alſo fetch*d the Ms 
nifter of 'the Place to him, who viſited 
kim. often; and-prayed by him, and 
'pota Colletion from ſome charitabk 
Neighbours for-him.-- And upon thc 
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whole, he recovered, and - ſeem'd;to - 
bea reformed;Man, and came thento 
render his Praiſes to. God, and Thanks + 
to his Chriſtian Friends, . for \that - 
which had been done for him. 

I mention, but” one; of; Multitydes * 
of ſuch Inſtances, . which feeqmto de-* 
monſtrate ſuch, Compaſion and Conge- 
ſcenfron of Spirit as is effential -to' a * 
Chriſtian, and which- was the Beauty - 
aud Glory of Primitive Chriſtianity. - 


.. BEFORE 1 conclude, it: may ibe - 


expected that I give fome Deſcription 


.of the W, eekly Conferences, and joint De- - 
-votions of our Religious Societies : Bur - 


I need not in{i{t on this, ſince the Me- - 
tliod of both is hereto annexed, . part- - 
+ for their Uſe, and partly to prevent - 
Mifrepreſentation, by -talſe «Reports. - 
$0 that I ſhall-only add,. Thatas they - 


_ uſe very affeQting Prelaces before they 


pray to God, or praiſe his Great and 
Holy Name, to raiſe and fix their in- - 
ward Devotion ; ſo they. always-uſe - 
avery.reverend outward Deporttment 
1n- the Worſhip . of God,. that their. 
"_e | Body 
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Body may n6t ſeem to mock -or dif- 
'approve of that which' their Soul-x 


omg: Which is ſurely agreeable to 


all '/ober Reaſon, and ſound” Religion, 
Our Creator, Redeemer, and Santtifier, 


ought to be- owned, worſhiped, and 
-glorified with thoſe Bodies (as' well 
as" thoſe Souls) which his Aimizhy 
Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, hath 
created, redeemed, doth ſanttify, and 
will glorify, So that in Prayer, they 
. all kneel, according tothe direQtion of 
the Spirit of God,” P/al. 95.6; Am 
-according'to our Bleſſed Saviour's Ev- 
ample ; .Luke 22.41. He kneeled dowh 
aud prayed, And in ſinging of Pſalms, 
-or. any - others ſolemx Doxotogy, the 
ftandup; which is ſurely: the titte 

Poſturt-for this exalted part of God's 
"Worthip. © And if F may 'ſpeak my 
own. Experiences, I think we 1hall 
find"our Souls. greatly raiſed by. our 
Bodily Reverenee/- Thor be (tilbal- 
Joxwed; That the- ſpiritual Reverence 
of the' Sul is vaſtly the chieteſt} and 
that in all bodily Weakneſs, and 0- 


ther 
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: | rier neceſſaty Tmpediments, Goa wilt 
have Merty, and n9t Sacrifice,” | ' | 
) | MANY of them meet toperher at 
4 ach others Houſes alſoin the Evers 
ing of many Feaſts of rhe Church nd 
Holy Dzys;, where they diſcourſe ſea 
riouſly- 08 the SubjeQ-matter” of the 
Day ; by which they had themſelves 
much informed in many eſſential Par ts 
ot the Chritian Rilivion:” * 
THESE their Holy Purpoſes: laVs 
bra conſ{iderable' time been cheriſhi 
dznd improve by: ſome of our Pk 
owls Biſhops, 'who li ve-often preactvd 
; [to them on_theie Occaſions : And. tn 
I particular, one of them has for man 
Years *atowed-them the uſe of "Trig 
Church;; and-been- preſent at the Se3 
mons W hich they procuted; and®%hab 
if6'writtema moſt excellent Vinthica- 
Mz-of theſe beginnings: of Reforma 
tos,” And \another of therty (who 
igforfietime giver-a moſt lhiſtrious 
; Flaſtance' of - his «Care i cultivattig 
| JYouth, by training'up Touns Scholars 
0 the Mianiftry,, not only 2t his Own 
| . Expence, 
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Expence, but by his perſonal Inſtrud. | 
y publiſhed to the 


on of them) 
World the great Delight with which 


our Jate Piows Queen received the Ac. 


count of, this hopeful Method of re. 
forming of ,Youth by theſe Societie, 
and with what [Concern ſhe often 
quired.after it: His words are theſe; 
She did hearken carefully after even 
thing that ſeemed to give ſome Hops, 
that the next Generation ſhould be bt: 
ter than the-preſent, with a'particula 
Attention.: She belk of « Spirit if 
Devotion aud Piety that was firecds 
# ſelf: among the Touth of this gras 
City, with a- true Satisfattion : She ar 
guzred often and much about-it, and ms 
glad to:ear ut went on \and_. prevailtd 
Eſſay, pag. 118. 

In-this deſired Reformatwn of Mar 
pers,. our Right Reverend Diocea 
(the Lord Biſhop of London) has hit 
wife / appeared fevyeral times wil 


great Honour. His Lorafhip's Letta] 


to'his Clergy about eight | Ycars ſing, 
(purſuantto the Scope of his Majeſhj 
| Pro 
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Proclamation and. ſpecial Orders relat- 
ing:to this Afair) was very ſervice- 
able to this Purpoſe. In which his 
Loraſhip required all the Miniſters of 
his Dzoce/s (upon certain Lora's Days 
therein prefixt) to read the ſeveral 
Aits of Parliament againſt Vice and 
Profaneneſs, in the Audience of. their 
reſpective Congregations ; and at the 
fame time to bend the Scope of. thetr 
Sermons againſt the S1ns thereby con- 
demned, - that the: Force and Terror 
od the Laws of God and Men might 
at once make the utmoſt tots 
4n the Conſciences of their Hearers, 
mn order to reform the xotorious Tranſ- 
greſions of both. 

AND forafmuch as this Injunition 
was miſtaken by fome, ,as if 1t reach- 
£d no further than the Year in which 
it was dated ; his Lordſbip was pleaſ- 
ed-in his laſt Viſitation of , the Clergy 
of Middleſex, to remind them of the 
'eontinuance of his Injuatiien in that 


[Matter requiring them to obſerve it: 
according to. the Orger before © ſeat 


\then.. 


LEA, 
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"VN FA; further yer, thas-wothith 


"may -be' wanting to awaken fuch y 
*Hijodlant and confciencious Cars inthe 
:difcharge of this Great: Duty, as. 
*feceffary to the CharaCter of a Mini. 
| Rer'of the! Lord Jeſus Chriſt, andt 
:eFprelſs our: Thankftalneſs-to Almigh. 
"HiGod foe the' marvelous -Metoik 
-Whith he has: vouchfated to this'Ny 
itzon ; his Lordſhip has newly direQal 
another Letter: to his Clergy, wherein 
'Rhe'complaihs of the! Nonobſervante 
"oP is "Majeſty's Tnjandtions of Fay, 
"p$-5T633, '(which- related to» thei 
Fading of the Laws of the-Land's 
- painſt- ice and - Impiety) and ' tak 
occaſion (from the Allorance whidy. 
his: Majeſty has: given” to the Pablick, 
- ins tate Speech $0/ both! Houſes of 
Parliament, "That he. will make it on 
of his chief Gares to' Jupprefs Profant- 
' xeſ3 —akedd * [mrrmorality) to: repreſent to 
- hrs Clergy; what a ſhameful Reproach 
- #t-w6nld\be to ther, (a great ' part 


' whoſe Buſine(s it ought to. be,” continull. 


- ty -to-watch againft ſuch. Sips) . tobe 
24h found 


of Reformatim. 13 


; found tardy in thoſe Opportunities which 
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the Laws have given them to warn Pev> 
ple of their wicked Courſes. 

AND it 1s greatly hoped, 'Fhat a0 
Miniſter hereby admoniſhed, will be 
ſo unmindtul of the Sacred Vows of 
Chriſtianity, and the Special Obliga- 
tions of his Holy: Fuattion, or o 
negligent of the Intereſts of his Hea- 
veuly Maſter, and of the Souls com- 
mitted to his Charge; as to diſregard 
ofolemn and feaſonable an Admo- 
nition, 

# SEVERAL other of our Biſhops 
lave alfo of late ſent very pious Letters 
tothe C/ergy under their Epiſcopal Cave, 
arneſtly. preſſing their molt (tudious 
Concern to propagate fincere Piety in 
their ſeveral Pariſhes, by ' their Holy 
Doctrine and Examples. 

AND truly, ſince there is evis 
(ently ſo much Goodneſs in theſe S0- 
mties and Deſigns, as to give us Hope 
they are of God; we-have thence a {0- 
i& ground to: hope that: they will wot 
ane to noxght, 


og 
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IN this HopelI have often been ep. 
couraged, when I have obſerved with 
what Delight and Induſtry they pro. 
ſecute their Holy Purpoſes. I hay 
known ſome of them ( who hay: 
been at their own Liberty) come out 
of the midſt of the Cty (after ther 
Shops have been ſhut) three or .four 
Mes to the ourmoſt Parts of the'Sub 


whbs, to give Inftrution and Encoy- 


ragement to a new-planted Socret; 
returning againa conſiderable timeat 
ter Night, in all the Inconveniendis 
of the Darkneſs and uncertain Wes 
ther, with the chearing Thought 
having been well imployed. 

I muſt alſo further note, to the 
Praiſe and Glory of Almighty God, Y 
what remarkable Providences it ha 
pleaſed him to further this Divite 
Work : For the Converſions of ſome 
of thoſe Young Men who have be 
very inſtrumental in this Aﬀair, have 
been very wonderful, | 
ONE of them had ſuch an affe& 
ing Dream of the Day of JuligntS 

| tial 
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03 {that he forthwith became a very zea- 


—-. 
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bus Servant of God ; and was fo fen- 
ſbþle of the importance of ſecuring 
Feace with God,and redeeming Time, 
that for ſeveral Years together he ſpent 
the greateſt part of the Night in Pray- 
erand P1ous Exerciſes,as 11s Chamber- 
fellow informs me. He alſo begged 
lave of his Maſter to retire a little 
while 'to his Dewvorzons at Noon, and 
to have Liberty to partake of the be- 
fit of ſome publick Sermons and 
Prayers, promifmg to give him Satif- 
kctjon for it when'he came out of his 


Time; which accordingly he did, tho 


does not ſpeak the Piety or Charity 
ofthis Maſter, who required it of him. . 
ANOTHER of them(tho in pertect 
Health) could not reſt in his Bed for 
kveral Nights together, which at laſt 
drought him upon his Knees to ask it 
of God, with ſome Sorrow for his: 
dns, (for he had lived a very ill Life) 
and he found ſuch eaſe to his Mind 
thereby, -that it preſently conduced to 
bis bodily Reſt ; which led him 4 
tne 
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the further Exerciſe of it,cſpecially be 
fore he went to Bed. And hen taking ſl;ns 
ſome Delight in the Duty, he fre fc; 
quented the Evening Prayers ſet upah};;, 
eight of the Clock by theſe Soczetie; 'G 
where he obſerved the affeCtionatfyy 
Devotions of theſe aſſociated Toan ye: 
Mex ; and after Prayers, made hy lo 
Condition known to ſome of then; 
who mightily aſſiſted him 1n theÞ;he 
Ways of God, till he became a {re 
quent Communicant, Bll 

ANOTHER of them was. told by 
AN idle prating Woman, that ſhe wer 
,perſwaded he would not live long fp, 
which ſhe grounded upon a moſt -ffp. 
pertinent Obſervation, not worthyto 7H 
be mentioned. But this jeſting Takpp 
awakened him in good carneſt to pre-lgp 
-pare to die ; SO powerful is 4 trivis ra 
. Means in the Hands of the Almighy LT 
God : Wherevpon he ſpent the gretJ,. 
eſt part of the following Night »I,,, 
' Prayer, with earneſt //ows and Teas; po 
And he has lived a very devout and. 
exemplary Life: ever- ſince, which s In 
2bout nine Years. MANIF 
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MANY others have, in my hear- 
mg, praiſed God that ever they were 
& acquainted with theſe Chriſtian Aſſo- 
MPFriates: And have owned, that their 
1 IKnowledg of God, and Converfion 
ro him, were' occaſioned thereby ; 
"Jy, I never yet met with one Mem- 

er of any of theſe Soczetres, who did. 
MJ not greatly praiſe God for the Benefit 
i they.reap from them. | 
jy AND fince the time that the Uſe- 
fulneſs of theſe Soczetres has been vi- 
fble- ro the World, their- Zeal hath 
Shjrovoked ſome of their Dsſſenting 
Me Brethrer to join with them occaſional- 
yy, ancl to ſet up the like among them- 
'Viflves. And who knows bur that this 
ak Eſſential Union of theirs in the Love' 
Ty God and Goodneſs, may at laſt: 
Whrzw them to center in the fame Com- 
Whmnion ; and fo bring a moſt ineſti-* 
AIn:ble Bleſſing to this bleeding Church” 
Md Srare? Than which no Bleſſing: 
Jpn Earth can be imagined greater.” 
n for, it would mightily ſtrengthen the 
knguiſhing Intereſt of Proreſtancy ; 
Wn 4 and 
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and envigorate the Power of our 'þþ a 
ly Religion ; and be the beſt and ſurety 
Foundation of a vigorous and pene fc 
ral Reformation, And this, in a time 
when both Union and Reformatin eq 
are almoſt deſpair'd of, And if onal, 
the Holy Spirit of God vouchſafes wy; 
theſe his Heavenly Fruits of Univ 
and Parity, England will indeed I; 
the Glory of all Nations. for 
IN fine, we have here many hun Ii 
dreds of young, ſober, and ating; 
Men, freely and ſolemnly engaging Jhe: 
themſelves to live ſtrictly as it be fjef 
cometh our Holy Religion, (the Hd If 
nour of which 1s at this Day deplonsJhe 
bly ſunk) and humbly offering thet Int 
utmoſt Service to our Magzs/trates and mo 
Miniſters, in order to ſuppreſs thi Jthj 
publick Pra&tice of thoſe /canaatau Int 
and infolent Sins which endanger both if 4 
our Church and State. And then 
ſeems to'be a zealous 'and. genera Pr 
Spirit in them animating them to ths [6ſt 
noble Enterprize: And they are pit Je 
into an excellent Method to carry Fi; 

oy: 
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von in all the parts, of the City, of 
| {which they have already given ſufi- 
6 cient proof. And truly," 4f theſe 
Ie | Means of Reformation be not ategpt- 
w Jed, it will be difficult to find out any 
& other that are ſo hke to effeCt it, or to 
WI better the next Generation, in which all 
ity our Fope of Proſperity on Earth ſeems 
x lie. Sothen, if it ſhall pleaſe Per- 

ſons in Place and Power to improve 
Ih Fthis Ta/czzt laid before them, by 
WKſtrengthning thoſe Hands which are 
08 heartily ſtretcht forth againſt Profane- 
* Freſs, but need their Aſſiſtance to ef- 
Feft it: What eminent Service may 
&+bedone for God and theſe Kingdoms 
el fnthis Seaſon ? But if this Deſign be 
idfmockt and brow-beaten, (as many 
It Jthings propoſed for the Publzck Good, 
ou Find this in particular hath been ) and 
MJif ſome vain People give it a Nick 
nome, and term it an 2mpradent or un- 
W feaſorable Za, or the like, and thenthe 
Whſt decry and diſcourage it, orat'leaſt 
Mre aſhamed to own it, or appear for 
Mit; I am perſwaded, That notwiths- , 
oy.” {ſtanding 
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| ſtanding the common Cry 
Peace, Peace, it will be hardy 


aſſign good Proot, that we an 
20t near to Deſolation, 


CHAP,*Y. 


A Specimen of the OrdenÞof 
of” the Societies befor de 
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mentioned, - 

ſuc 

I. Co 
x Per, 1. HAT the ſole Deſigno 
. 83 this Society being to 


promotereal Holineſs of Heart this 

and Life: It is abſolutely ns yore 
_.ceffary that the Perſons whogon 

Joſh. 24. Enter into it, do\eriouſly.mxJe 
ſolve to. apply themſelves} 
good earneſt to all-means pro-J0rs 


- Wy 3* per to make them wiſe unto WH 
M ation. Vf 
| Mal 


Il 
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TT. | 

of THAT 1n order to their 

1 | being of one Heart and one _ I 5. 
Mind in this Deſign, . every p11, ,. .. 
Member of this Soczety ſhall 

- Lown and manifeſt himfelf ro 
be of the Charch of Ez poland, i Per. 2. 
and frequent the Litapey, anq'13* 
other publick = Exerciſes 

1; Þ of the ſame. that the 

1106 careful *ithal to viprel 
de Chriſtian Charity, Cantor * 
ind Moderation towards all Eph. 4.2. 
ſuch Diſſenters as are of good 72 Rom. 12. 
Converſation, 


of TIT. - 
nl -THAT the Widdbeis gp" | 
aft [this Soczety fhall meer topether /' > 1a 


ns fore Evening in the Week at a 1'Thefl. 5. + 
ho wAvenient Place, m Or der tort. I4. 
r-*ourage each other” in prac: lg 
ingiced Holineſs, by diſcourſig 
ro-[Spiritua] Snbjefts,and: whe ol . 
Y n&God's Holy- Word.; ahd - Þ 

oy to Almighty God, and. Plal.34 
> any is Name to perher. I 
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AND to this Aſſembly any 
ſerious Perſon, may be.admm« 
ted, upon Requeſt. | 

LV. 

THAT. at ſuch: eerings, 
thy be no hot: Diſputes abgug 

ontroverfial - Poiots,. States, 
| Afairs, or . the. Concerns: of 
ori, 15. Trade and worldly, Things} 
\ But. oa the whole, Bent- by 
the. Diſcourſa, be.,,to, 
Epit:4.16, Gol ana joe {fy .0ne., 4x8 
| Rye gt 
| V. 


"THAT it be left;to every 


Perſon” s Diſcretuon to contri 
bute at every Weekly Meeting, 
+ Cor. 16. whats. he thinks ;fit towardsa 
4 Publick. Stock for Pious: and: 
Fharitable Uſes : And the 
"Money thus collefted {hal be 
kept. y, the twp Stemards Oh 


the Sorters, Oripialtbe ch@r 
ſe . Majopity|,of ; Vets 
once 2 Year ox.0 r) t0:h6e: 
GP. of by. the: Coniomhr 
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of lie thafor part of the' Sv 
* | cicty,© for” the © Uſes above- 
mentioned. And the faid 
Steiwayds ſhall keep a faithful 
J Regie of what is 'thus-coL 
| lefted and diſtributed, to be 
\ | petuſed by any Member of 
] the Soctety, at his Requeſt. 
VE. | 
THAT any reſpeQiye 
b | Metfiber may\recommerid 'a- 
| ny Obje&t of 'Charity to the 
Stewerals, who ſhall (with the 
- | Conſent of the reſt) give out 
# Þ ofthe Common Stock, agcord-" 
ng'"as' the Occaſion requires. 
And in a Cafe of extraordina« 
ry Necefhty, every patticulat” 
Perſon'ſhall be'defired'to con-" 
tbute further, as they ſhall 
411141. 0 1 rims 
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VIE. x 

THAT every one that ab-** 

J ents himſelf four, Meetings 

JF together, (without giving a _ 

atizfaQtory Account © to the © 
F 2 Stews 
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ny 
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 *Stewards,) ſhall be lookt upon 


as diſafteQed to the Soczety, 
Fit VIII 
THAT none ſhall be ad- 


# 3 FS 


tion, unlefs he gives ſuffict | 


ent Teſtrmony of his Repen- 
tance and Amendment, be- 
fore the whole Society. 


IX. 
IT is hereby recommended 


to every Perſon concerned. in 


_ this 
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this Society, to conſider the ' 

many Inconveniencies, (and + __ 
many times Sins) which at- 
tend Ale- Houſe-Games, and Gal.s.13. 
wholly dedline them, And ©: 

to ſhun alk unneceſſary refort 

to ſuch Houſes and Taverns, Thefl. 5. 


and wholly to avoid lewd ** 
Ply: Howes. 


T HAT the reſgettive 
Members of- this Soczety, ſhall- 
- | heartily endeavour, through 

God's Grace; 
| 21Y; 'TO be juſt in all their 4 ng 
Dealings, even to an exemipla- 
iy Serifhneſs, 

2. TO proj many times e- a 
very Day : Remembring our-' 
continual * dependence upoh 
God, both for Spiritual and 
Temporal Things. 

3. To partakeof the Lords * r Go TT. 
Supper at_leaſt once a Month, ye 4+. 
af not prevented by a reaſona- 15: 
| bk Impediment. 
| F 3 4- TO 


426 Their) Qrders. 
Mar. 11. 4.10 practiſe the prof oum. 
29. ld Meek and Hawile $75 
Mar.7.tv ... 547) Wateh agaiolt oem 
Pal. 135. fo YOacculiomaheaſalng 
2» 0: holy gb 1 gl (Log 


AV all Mea. 
| nGo166), B- III 
Its pl ves wheathey readahe 
Bookz, 


be Sv ; AR WHER they. for $ermpns. 


: Theſſ.5, Octaſi fons of Evil: As ples Com: 
£R.1 + pany;known TemprationsFs 
11, TO think oftea on-the 

Wen ent Eſtates of the G/ari 

ified and the Damned inithea@ 

Luke 16. changeable Eternity, to which 


_ 25 > - Weare haſtening. 
Can 15 12, TO examine chemſalye 
5. ©; every Night, what Go0g: vir 


Evil they have. done-in ti 
Day paſt. 13. TO 


: 
} 
I 


k en 
Their Orders. 425 

. TO keep a private Faſt Nat.6. 16. 
the Month , (eſpecially near 
r | their approath' tothe Lord's Luke 5. 
' | Table) ih,at their own diſpd fab; 
$ | or to faft from ſome Vieals 

when they may conveniently. 

4 r4. TO mortify. the- Flel _ L-5. 19, 
| with irs Adios ant T aifts, 


b 


bi 79 'O atVaticed hes v4 x Pets Bo. 
> Fonts atid in all gs 


r6. To ſhun Sirtaal Pr 
sndthe EfeRts of ir, bo = | 
Ra GH Eon 


oy "he RD ptay for the ok Jam.s.16. 
Socjery irrtheit private Prayers. 
18, TO.read pious, moms Joh.s. 39. 
tn for thetr difcarion 
efpeciatly the Poly Bible, ve BY 
El 4 


* ww & WW VT ws 


Merein pe Ula 
nw 3, 6 , 7, Chap, Luke 


hs Ee bog ] i Ph? : 
RE enbl 1o 


"= 4 And 


Their. Orders. 


And in the 0/4 wee 
Levi. 26, Chap. Deut. 
; 1.1 Chap. '1/a. 53, Chap.., E 
_ 36, Chap. ; 
'- 19, TH becontinually mind. f 
ful of the great Obligation of Þ 
mh Love Profeſſion of Religs « 
4.2 je walk ſo circum | + 
he fey, that none may be of. | 4 
/ br diſcourag ged-irom.it 
by what they ſee in qt vv not 
"occaſion goes to any to ſpeak 
ay” 


2128 


by £h it, 

un #11 manners 
4AM «AfeRlilion and Moroſentls; 
pi 2 v8 . .... ; and beof a-civil and obligin 
| * Pepotiaben Q al Men. 


HAT thy often PE 
WW anaivſy x ead of God's 
Mal.3.16. Wrath) the ſad Height to 
which the Sins of many are 
advanced in this our;Nation, 
and. the blecding. . Divan 
 Julg, 5. thereof 7 in _Charch. and, State, 
15. - And that every Meinber <= 


—  .- ww oa 


b, dy to do, what upon _con- 
g, inks with each debt ſhall 
Se thoughtadvifable; rowarts Deur. 13. 
the puniſhment of jy [PGL- Lovie.s _ 
cars tþ , . according MN It. 
Laws of For 
quired-to be put in Fx ND, 
the K;ne's' arid the fe 
een's ſpecial 'Order: 
> 4 _ Hop 
Wekraes: cach Member all deur.6.7, -- 
ge the: Cloth Lariog 24» .- 


Sang an þ norart People in 
ei eſpetve Famulies, a6 - 
bring to their Stations anil 
Abilities: And ſhdH obſerve all : 
manner of Religious ha . 
Dutges:” IE "3; 
XTIF. - 


FAAT the major Parr of | 
the Soczety ſhall have Powerto - 
make a new Order to bind the - 
whole when need requrres; it. 

t be approved by a pious and 
| karned Miniſter of the Charch + 

of £»2/4nd, nominated by the : 
whole Society, F5 XIV. 


wy OY OS TVS” Y  ULOINC, 
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Their Orders. 4:29 © 


| 


Their Orders. 


XIV. 
THAT theſe Orders ſhall 
 bergad over atleaſt four times 
' 1athe Year by one of the Sten- 
_#rads; And Lac with fuch de 


hperatiop, that cach Member 


DTS DI 


Moen to PAIR» 0 to | 
up tothem mprrer to which, } : 


ke- ſball conſtant] paſty 
BY OOPS —_ TY 


| 

{ 

| | 
Us! . The End, the Oren 
{ 

l 
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The Dc of this Publication, of | 
roi Orders and Deen of, Fog: Sf 


* CLLES 4; 195 


AVIN G found by diſcourſe 

2 -with ſeveral Perfohs (who tivvt 
greatly: rejoiced-to war iot any Pab-- 
Gb: Good fetion fort) that they never | 
beforeheard of theſt Speverijes ;I cond * 


4 aotbut wonder that 'a @ thing of this » 


Nature could ſo lonf-remain ſecret. '- 
+» FHEY have been- erefted inv UF 
Cepica City-above' nineteen ebey* - 
They procureSermonsby are 
paration- for-the Lord's Sapper,"6f td - 

engagea ſurable Holineſs of: Life wÞ2- 
ter it, very Lord's Day about dE" 


ts. mtaanſs bf the angel | 


Fextended to Tofer ar 


Eharcheslnothe City 2 'Fheir Ch hop | 
norm 
the Farts of the City and Swbarbs, Ang 


on 


132 The Reaſon of 


- by their Procurement, Pablick Pe 


ers are daily made in ſeveral Chur 

es, at ſuch Hours as they can moſt 
conveniently bepreſent at them. And 
by the means of their great Zeal and 
g1ving Informations, a Multitude of 


Fuch as have .no fear of ' God before 
their Eyes, have been pum{ſh'd' for 


their Profaneneſs and Debauchery. 
S$O-that it'is to be admired, that 
their good Deeds and Deligas could 
be fo Jongunknown'to,fo.many!::Bug 
_ tvly: this does very muchreoconitnend 
. thei, 'Chriftzan' Moneſt;,! it Gembns 
{trates that they do nor aftect to pubs 
Ih either their Als orDevotion, after 
the vaunting manner ofthe Phariſees, 
with which our: Bleſſed; Savioar was 
Þo.highly. offended ;: but:thab they de- 
fire to manage their Holy. Purpoſes an 
the moiſt fumble Silence and contrived 
$teFec).: 1.7. Irs \ - Ys Va 31 1901 
-\Econceived therefore, thatiratiighit 
probably. conduce-to the: enlargometid 


"of theſe uſeful Socjeries; and 29 copage 


#2 'Prayers.of good: People in ther: 
behialt, 


—_— _S EF» 


this Publication; 133 


. | belialf;; to:give ſome Publick Areount 


of ther Conſtitution, Deſign, and OF 
ders, all which have: been approved 
by divers eminent | Divines; and a- 
mong.them, by our late excellerit Pri- 
mate, Arch-Bifhop Tillotſon, wlioaf- 
tr.) he_ had |exarmin'd their - Orders, 
:nd the;trifing Objections'thar were 
made againſt them by ſome: Perſons, 
&clared it as his Opinion publickly, 
a9d- upon ſeveral Occafions, //That 
theſe Sobrerzes were a Support:tof 'our 
lhrch'; and: ſurely they-will not: be 
;hamed to appear1n:Publick,: where- 
bever the Chriſtian Religion does,” ;"; 
AND. tho there be ſome:little vari« 
tions in the Orders. 6f fome-ot: theſts 
Socreties- from others, yet the Suhb- 
ance of them 1s generally one and 
the fame : In which I beſeech the Ho- 
pirz7 to eſtabliſh every Soul en- 
ped therein, and to incline others to 


be followers: of them in that which is 
(7 , q 


$ a « 


” 


TRAT 


$34 The Reaſon, &c. 
THAT we have abfolgte! need' gf 


Refarmatior fromthe Higheſt toth | * 
Loweſt, 'and that 'it hig , farm | 
us to ſet about' it with ſpeed, ar 
Truths fo manifeſt, that I need na 
ſtand'to prove thern:to. any Perfonof 7 
ſendonsant fober Thou bby. All ſac J. 
muſt of | neceſſity conclude with ine J 
T bat unleſs it be feeted ſpeedily, wear: 
wadont. © 
AND LI chink i it will -as little-beJ.. 
queſtioned by fober Men; but: that: 
ſe Sotietzes:do! very directly "tend 
oats that defired Effet: "How: e 
ever, ſince ſome Ohje#ions have bem | F 
made agaialt them, we will now tale 
_ 1060 Conſideration. | 


<w £f Mr 5, = cv. ©. && = 


OS TEST 


(135) 


—__ 


"CHAP. VIL 
The chief Objeftions which have been 
. made aganſ theſe Sacieties, con- 
+: federtd- and) anſwered by: fome: of 


their: Members. 


ec ond ob > anne 

| HEREAS -it has been obje&- 
.V Y. - <d, That there is danger of 
$h1/m2 and Diſſeaſion by their weekly 
mecting, and conferring, together a-- 
bout Religious: Matters: . 7... b 

if THEY anſwer 931+ That they .Can- 


|] nor-conceive. where this Danger lies; 


tut 


liace no Perſons do more profeſſedly 
own the Holy Doctrine and Conſti- 


| tution of 'the Church of England than 


- 
A 
$1 
| Al 


4'# 


| thernſelves, 


dehiring - always to; be 
ſound intheir Practiceagreeable there- 
unto; And that nonedo more;[incere- 
ly reyerence and efteem the Pablick 
Mriſtry, 


136 The moſt conſiderable 


Miniſtry, nor more conſtantly and ye. 
'verently attend upon the Publick( x 
dinances : In the great Eſteem | 
which (in ſubordination to the Gh 
ry of God, and their own and others o 
; Salvation) they have at their own : 
"Expence fet up daily Pablict Pray; 
(in many Churches: (after- due: Lk by 
obtained) and have procured (rd 4 
the Aſſiſtance of ſeveral Pious Dj. {-: 
vines) the Benefit of weekly Communj 
0x5. in many Church E: Whuch 
+ req nt-im great. Num i\ f Wc 
2 THAT fome« their Meth eſt 
$iaby their Examples.1n TT - : 
"veral Diſſenters to come to 
and been a means of bringi gg 
SE SEEIG 
0 01 u 
of arr fo from Popery ſeveral 
eddy and way 3h ke, in the Je! 
_ Hate Rage of \that* al Plugi i 
Und of reducing: many icetnious 7: Fe 
Kris tg Holineſs of Life,” | © ul 
"PHAT 2s all controvertÞ 
Pris are forbidden by their Ordes th 
to 


Ovjeftions anſwered. 137 
21 9be medled with in their Conferer 
, | &s, (becauſethey-only deſign to pro- 
of | mote practical, Holineſs- by their fs 
1 fablin ng together) fo in their reading 
« (0, thoſe prafQtical Portions of -Hoty 
m Pripture to which their Orders direct 
"q "ſihem, they have recourſe to Dr. Hams 
oy Pe Expoſition, or fome.other:Au- 
, thox recommended by their Migitters; 
v THAT it had-in: Fatbeen ves 
« Inficd for theſe twenty Years paſt, that 
ut one Member of - theſe: Sociertes 
d (to the beſt of their know 
kk the Communion of the Church 
England for any other.;: of | which 
lar DeteQtion ſome ſpecial Rea> 
* may be given. - 
4 RpakeY That leaving; Macters 
| y did appeal tethe Senx 
Fe NS al gogtt People.zi whether 
ie! reading of the Word: of God; 
h.the moſt Orthodox Expoſitarss 
aging and. ſinging Pſalms to« 
F —__ Exhoating,» Rex 
We, = |. cncquraging oheangther 
od her Spiritual Warfare, have any 
to I tendency 


1 


] 
& 


438 Themoſt confiderablt 
rendency-inRexſon, and in the Ny. 
zure of things to make'Schiſmatieks? Ih 
Dr rather, whether! any Char" 
Ghrif-will not moſt! certainly be ju 
mbic eſtabliſhed and/advanced by the 
conſcientious and general Practice Þ 
fuch Holy)Exerciſes?- ig 
AF WHEREAS 'others Have T va 
jeQd, (hat Hand defipti [ 
may petinto thel&Sorethef (a Pi j Þ: 
Ennſſarieshave into fore others ) a 
repervertthewr Deſign, $0 compo 
Carer inthe firſt! toll) (9 tothft 
readice of ithe Ohayh': My 
(THEY ainfwer; x: 'Th#t DAY te ; 16 
arr 'foxbiditheadimitrance'of ary Pal 
ſon into their Soczetres (as Memb ht ng 
who- is. not known to: fome' ok-th 
relt, and? whe does hotfrequent tha 
Pablick Ordrnancts inthat wiyt «t- k 
piftration\ which is by Law 'eftablihy”: 
ed: Which is a' Caution they uſe th" 
prevent-: Differences and Difor 
and effettvally-cxchdes fich as 4 
—— cabs the Objector:.'” 


Objeftions, anſwered. 39 
v0.2: THAT they are ſo maufeſtly 
daclious to. comply with the Rules.of 

Church of Ernz/and, and toiyielkd 

'F jjuſt Obedience Jo obo that \are:;fet 
=} r them. in the Lord, that tliey. have 
Ken Many times cenſured as guilty of 
rgid Severity, and {Jncharitablenels 
: ards Diſſevtirig Proteftants ow hach 
6 malt ikewif acoountan mnuri- 
Treatment: Forasmuch as-rhdy 

2: 7 zvour to-{hnn allextreams, being 


allefirous to. prattife :C briftiaw $abgefe- 
m Fnichour Prejudice'to Cr aims 
a 


! 310 To thoſe who abjict; That 
Whew Refroving/anth Adnioniſh- 
f nts; converſe with; and/by 
vuiting "oh Sick, and formenmes 
Kying with them; they do irvvade 
bf 1 KC merude upon che Miuifters Office - 
Fl THEY reply, 1. 'Fhat fince'' they 
wwe commanded of God, in any wiſe 
v'reprove their Brother, and. Gs to 
fer Sin eqpor hin; And tvexivrh ave 
wrher darty, lefh any be har demed bythe 
Weitfalneſs of Sin'; . They hymbly con- 
celve,. 


840 The moſt conſiderable 


ceive, that their Chriſtian Azmoniz | 
on5 and Reproofs can by no good By; 


0 


fon/be cenſured+ as an intrufton- up 
the M:imiſterial Funition. 301800 
- - 2.. THAT fince the Duty of iſ, 
ing the Sick, and adminiſtring to then. 
is one of the great things which vl. 
{be enquired” into by their Lord © 
- Saviour-at 'the laſt Judgment : "Au , 
\fince all People are commanded toWhlk,: 
" one for another"; they cannot 'actoun,. 
-1t an invaſion upon the Miniſter. 
- Office, 1t' at ſuch time as the /Minillah, 
cannot be preſent, they uſe an'y. 
- proved Form of Prayer ſutable 16th: 
Condition of the Sick Perſon (wh; 
they humbly conceive any- Chriflinh 
' Friend may and ought upon Re Jo 
..to-do for another, who by! Sick I 
is difabled from:doing it himſelf). 
in any -caſe or manger bur. this, tI$... 
do not praQiſe it. W 
- . TV... TO ſuch as ſuggeſt, that thay” 
..ts Danger: of Spiritual Pride in'th. 
\Sacienes, by their. making a parti” 
. lar ant{ſpecnl Profeſſion of Religion” 


Objeftions anſwered. 14.1 


” hi thought ore Holy than s- 
hey reply, _ 
1: THAT they cannot think it 
: urrantable to omit any part of 
* Bivitian Duty for fear. of Spiritual 
, or. ſeeming holier than others : 
| x then, for the ſame Reaſon they 
pht omit the whole. 
us: THAT it is indeed a due Senſe 
woe own and others  Infirmities 
ch induces them' to unite into Sr- 
es (ſince two are ſtronger than one, 
than few), knowing that the 
ih Mo Fculties are very many, and very 
t at, which they muſt encounter in 
Wer Paſſage towards Eternal Life': 
ithat ſuchis the Degeneracy,even' 
: en 1n theſe latter days, that 
"Sough the Profaneneſs of ſome, and 
I Lutewarmns/ and Comardice of O= 
$5, they ſhould: bur ſeldom meet 
-Fih ſuch Converfation as is. highly 
wlcdient for the keeping wp» a due 
\Jarnth and Life 1n Spiritual "Things; 
Fc it not for thoſe frequent. Con- 
jy ; es, and pious Exerciſes 'whnch 
| are 


142: Themoſtconſalerable 

are (Mith-gbod-Bficdt);fernmby-cbif( 
JOCrerfes, 1091 49 1 «wn 
MV WHBREASit is objected} Tha f 
ſince a Chuvelzobf ChrifisaSorieryhit 
ChriftvaneProple; and thee theſe" Sys 
Cicties\are: erefted imac Reform 
Charoh:Fhat this\is:a Sociery' withhor 
in a —_ and a Refining'upbyyſþ 
Reformed C TH. | (0, 

_ FO'tlus they; humbly reply 1 |þnc 

7, 1H @aT they have! noti:ywo 
learnt; .thav: the reading>of | Gulyd) 

- We#g, and conferritig, on: the: pradiuſſta 

:. cal Points: of 'Relizzon; intorder rotÞ 
more-holyConvertation,: latfrat aff L 
timeby good Metin! thauftht prodifice 
judiswl: tothe: Ghrchi of Chriſh” OB 
_ the:contraty;- Oki |bef: Divine db 
cotamend:theſe things. both- from: rheÞun; 
Pulpit and'the-Prefs,: as: the beſt»Bufſte: 
pedzemts to: fupportaridiadorn own RiſÞcke 

" formeCharchi, andirendeo it voutlipY! 
of that # emer aber: Natue. +12 arhrey 
2"THAT they donot well: ng oh) 
ſtand» what the 'Objetor' means you 
refining upon! our Reforma: a 


Objections. anſwered. way 


Ui-it be meant, that eliey' pretend; to! 
«or. her Dorfroncy, or: quarre\\with 
s Goverament.; they: utterly. / difs 
Im any. fuch praQice. Bub 1if'1t 
6 M6meant, that they 'defire:to refore aud: 
worm themſelves aud. others, fo as tos 
me-nearer.torker Paritnaf Dotrixe® 
xt i their practice, than ſome” others 
0 who ſhelter their profave Lives 
 \{Þader-the- pretence-ot-her Holy Con 
hperioz : They own this, and muſt 
{here to it, not doubtmg-but they 
jitall have the Prayers of all good Peo-+ 
{Fs that'they may fo do. 
vl UPON the whole Matter there- 
, they conclude; That ſince their 
OoÞrr ty .are-noithen aganitalio'W br 
dGod,, non:the-J:awbof: Man, 
Tenifeltly conducive to God's Gl 
is | Salvation of : Men,: an wo 3 
whksIorereft of :our: Chirchi dad! Na-:! 
wh: morn Abdifince they have! proved-: 
Þ beneficial to.\the'Soukr Þothe/” 
nPtmbers,: and areagreeablexc the" 
ul outive. 'PraRiice of : the beſt Chriſtie. 
<P, and tend ſo directly -to revive | 
I ſome- 


144 An- Admonition 
ſomething pf their Primitive: Pn 
and Zeal for Religion; together with 
their Charity, and good Works: They 
humbly crave, That theſe  Soctetin 
may be encouraged by their Gove 
nours in Charch and State, futably to 
the Spiritual and' National Benefit 
which may be reapt from them. 


F ns Y —_— 


13:1 OH AP. VAI 
. An” Admonition to the Members of 
theſe Socteties, 


-FAVING thus far 'defcribed+ and 

4 vindicated theſe Sotzerres, whith 
verily think for the moſt part ſin 
cerely- Relzgious': I now turn me to 
the reſpetive Members of them, be 
- ſeeching them, even for: the Honour 
of, God and: Goodneſs, that _y de 
port: themſelyes ſo,. that :;a.. ſincere 


Lover of Religion may with Honour 
LET 


plead for them. 
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to theſe Societies, 145 
+: LET me earneſtly entreat you, my 
woſt beloved Brethren, that 'ye walk 
worthy of your ſpecial -Proteſſion of 
Religion, and of your pious Under- 
wings, which are honourable in 
the ſight of God, and Angels, and 
Men. | 

.I T will. be expected from - you, 


5 © © vw W LIT 


that ye ſhew your ſelves exemplary _ - 


= | inall the practical Points of 'our Ho-' 
"4 ly Religion, ſuch as Purity, Patience; 
f Hamiulity, Temperance, Charity,, Hex: 
4 zenly-minaneſs, andithe like : becauſe 
f} thisis the very, End of 'yout+Rel;groms 
Aſſociations, O be not: wanting to 
gain your min Poirt.: For indeed, 
not only thoſe who diſreſpe&@+ you; 
but, even thoſe that, wiſh! you belt, 
will be apt..to..ask;i Wot [ye 10re 
than others ? Yea, 2S'oun Great Lord 
ed Maſter has, done; more: for. you 
than for. many others;2 he-will :(as a 
Righteous, Judg) pur:2h 


S SUTH TD 7 = a. - 


: 


Mat. Jo 47. 


a 


ALL 


46 An Admonition 

ALL the ea! D#lcrples of  Chnift 
doabundantly more for their Maſttt 
than Pablicaxs, -and'' the 'unregene- 
rate Partof the World, They have 
much forgiven them 'by God, and 
they love him much, 'They- have e- 
ceived much, and they make ſutable 
' Improvements / and "Returns. They 


© - are: born of Gol, and they live 


him, They have Treaſures in Hee 
zen, and their Hearts are there. % 
that if you are ſincere in your Pre- 
tenſions, ' you will live-like that” perm 
fiar 'Peaple who are: chofen 0 ſhin 


forth the Praiſes of him who hath ca. | 


' ted you out of Darkneſs into his mus 
welows Light. - OT 
CONSIDER, my Brethren, - Gol 
| bath entruſted (his Honour with you 
'in+a very '\pecial manner. And'if 
- you fall into Sin, your Defaults will 
' wound the Repute of Religion, more 


than 'the-Follies-of many others. 


you grow looſe, or but retniſs and 
luke-warm towards iſacred 'Thinfy, 
the Lovers of Sin will "triumph; 


not 


1 
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to theſe Societies, 147 


not only over you, but over - Religion 
it ſelf; : 

I cannot thereiore do you a' more 
valuable Kindneſs, than to call upon 
you to keep ſtrictly to your Holy 
Parpoſes and Rules, and to mind you 
to embrace them with a Vigour like 
that of your firſt ;Love. You have 
run well hitherto, you have born a 
faithful Teſtimony againſt all Impie- 
ty and Immorality ; and God hath 
directed your Steps by. his Grace and 
Wiſdom, ſo that ye have not given 
occaſion to.the Enemies -of Yertue to 
ſpeak reproachtully of you, or'of it, 
0 be not weary of wellgojng ; ye will 
reap. ſpeedily if ye faint pot, You 
have but a little while Janger to bear. 
the Burden ang Heat of the Day ; and 
your Maſter's Eye 1s upogn you all 
the while ye labour in lus Vineyard, 
and will reward every one of you ac-: 
cording to your Works, | ;. WOE 
WHILST: you, keep-firm to'your 
Religious: Perpaſes,) you: will: be ſup- 
ported/Þy the Proyers and balirages 

2 


248 An Admonition 

of all good Peopkz' and the clearneſs 
of your own Conſciences will chear 
you' ih ''the moſt adverſe Circum- 
ſtances : -and what's -above all, the 
Power and Conſolation of 'the Hob 
Ghoſt will ſuſtain you in every Con- 
dition, and your End:will be glorious, 
Whereas on thecontrary, it you fink 
and {werve from your good Begin- 
nings, you will be the Grief of good 
People, the Scoff of the Wicked, the 
-. Contenipt of the World, a Terror 
to /your ſelves- in all your ferious 
Hours, eſpecially in the Days of 


Trouble, and of Sickneſs, and Death; | 


and alas! ye will -be for-ever pierced 
by the moſt -diſmal Regret, and Selt- 
condemnation, 'and be the Sport of 
mocking-Devils to-all Eternity. 
WHEREFORE, my Brethren, be 
zealouſly affetted always in good Mat- 
ters ;. withdraw not your Hand from 
the Ploagh ; but- contend earneftly 
for” that '' Crown - of. Righteoufnels 
which is prepated” for them rhat love 
God.” -'Lxt the Glorious Kingdom ot. 
| our 
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our Lord Jeſus Chrift fill your Hearts 
and Minds; and then ye will pour 
a juſt Contempt upon - the vain 
Things of this World,.- which 'in- 
vite, but cannot treat a rational Soul 
with tolerable Satisfattion. We are: 
taught, by the Sacred Word of God, 
toexpect 's Day, in which the Heavens 
will paſs away with a great Noſe, 
and the Elements will melt with fer- 
vent Heat, and the Earth and all its 
Furniture be burut up. Then will 


the whole. Scene” of. viſible Things: 
be ſhifted ; and Heawer and Hell will 


| divide all the Inhabitants of the 


Earth. O Sirs! let us live as it be- 
comes ſuch a Faith : Since' we ie «4 
ſuch Things, let us convince the Infi= 
del World, that our Hearts are indee$Þ 
ſet upon them. 

LET us often think, what a Glory 
it will be, tobe embraced and own+- 
ed by our Immortal and Illuſtrious, 
King, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; tobe 
acknowledged as his approved Ser- 
vants, to be embraced as his beloved 
G 3 Friends, 
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Friends, and to be glorified as his a- 

dopted Brethren ; as thofe that have 
| followea him in the Regeneration. "This 
is the Honour, the Glory, the Bliſs 
of Man. It is worthy of all the 
Care, and Sweat, and Sufferings that 
we can ſuſtain in the purſuit of it. 
And this is the great, the ſure, and 
the near Recompence of al! the faith- 
ful Followers of the Lamb. 

BE ſure therefore, »y Brethren, 


' - that ye walk in his bleſſed Steps, par- 


ticularly thoſe of his Humility and 
Meekneſs, It theLeaven of Pride be 


found in you, 1t will corrupt all your } 


other doings, and render you and 
your Works hateful in the fight of 

God: This Root of Bitterneſs is apt 
” troftake place in our Hearts; and ye 
can never be too careful to weed 
"out, nor too earneſt in cxalting 
the ſweet and comely Grace of Hu- 
mility. And it ye are meek, gemtie, 
#nd patient rowards all: Men ; ye. will 
obtain ttiany 'Friumphs over the 'Spi- 
rits of Men by your /«bmiſion, which 


would 
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would be exaſperated by contempt. 
—IN- a word, be as fubrmftive as ye - 
have been to thoſe that have the Rule - 
wer 904, "particularly 'to ' thoſe who 
truly watch for your Souls ; walk in 
Love one to another, as more than | 
common Brethren ; keepup to Chrit- 
tian Parity, regular Zeal, feryent 
Devotron, and an unblameable Corr - 
verſation ; and then the- Face of God 
will be towards you here, till at laſt 
it. be opened to you in- a rapturaps - 
Eternal Viſion, through his b&/oru8 - 

Son. Armen, Amen. . «: 
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CHAP. IX. 


Dire&ions for Religious Conference] 
with PRATERS for the uſelf 


Religious Societies, and pg 
atber Occaſions. 


” PREMISE that it may'bevery ex: 
"\ pedient,/ and what'would mul 
promote the pious Pefigu of theſe $4. 
cteties ; that an Orthodox and Pio 
Miniſter ſhould be choſen by each So.” 
ciety, as the Dzreffor and Viſiter of i t; 


> who may frequently be preſent C 
' their Aomblic.” to —J—_ = / 
Excite Zeal, and reſolve Doubts. 
THIS would obviate many Ob- 
. .Jetions concerning them, and would 


: 
, 
t 
-- Fd Denchit, countenance, and re- - 
b 
0 


cornmend fuch Aſſemblies. 
. -- THIS Direfor may be choſen: e- 
| very Year (when the Stewards are] 


by 


/ 
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by Majority of Votes:(no manner of 
= | Salary or Reward being; to be allow- 
ed on this Account) and when he is 
preſent, it will be his proper PRce'$ to 
with the: Soctety.. 

'THE Members: of -the Society are 
often to mind ene another, tobe-very 
punctual to-their -Heur of Meeting ; 
Tad to wave leſſer Occaſions that tend 
to divert them from coming to it. 
And when a- competent Number of 
them are met ; one of tle Stewards, 
(if the Diredor be abſent) -or_any,0» 
ther.Perſon delired, may begin the. 
gprence.clus: All ſtanding UP." 


MY. Brethren, weare com 
of God, that our Communication be 
ſach as tends to the eaifying of one ano- 
ther ; and ſuch as miniſters Grace tow he ' 
Hearers, Epheſ..4. 29. . And we find 
the Spirit of God commending the- 
Education: of Trmothy, hat from 4 
Child he had known the Holy SCrIpFures; 
which were able to make him Wiſe mth”. 
Salvation, through Faith which" # ih. 
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Teſws Chriſt, 2 Tim. 3.15. Let us 
therefore endeavour ar this time t0 
edify one another 1n the —_ of God, 
with the greateſt Humility of Mind, 
and the tendereft.Bowels of Chriſtian 
Charity. For indeed, Wherewithil 
649 4 ſouk Man cleanſe his way, bath) 
taking heed thereto according tothe Word 
of Gel? Pfal. 119.9. - And: that. it 

may pleaſe God to inſtructour Mind 
therem at this time, and to direCt our 
Heatts and Lives thereby : Let w 
Tow put up our Prayers to God,: (who 
* the Grver of all Grace, and the Atv 


\ther of all Good) to accompliſh thi 


Holy Work in every one of us, by his 


Holy Spirit,” for the ſake of Teſws C br 
vis Sos our Savioar. 


. 
* — __—— —_— PRIny my — — ————_ _— _— 


' "Then the Steward may devoutly repeat || * 


theſe threeC ollects : All Envakng 


+ IO us, O Lord, in all our Dos 
"with thy moſt gracious Fayout 
>. further us with thy continual 


] —Epagtar im all our Works beguth by 
6 WM. continued, Þ : 


YO 0 oF 
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continued, and ended in thee , we 
my glorify thy Holy Name, and fi 
nally by thy Mercy obtain everlaſting . 


Like, through Jeſus Chrift our Lord. . 
[th, Amen. ] 


©. Moſt Blefled Lord! who. haſt 
uſed all Holy Scriptures to be writ- - 
ten for our Learning ; Grant, that we - 
may in ſoch wife hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and + inwardly - digeſt | 
chem ; tht by Patience and Comfort + 
of thy Holy Word, we may embrace + | 
and ever hold faſt the bleſſed Hope of + ;} 


everlaſting Life, which thou” haſt - 


given usinthy Son, our Sayiour Jeſus Ty 
RE; Amen. . WIE 


. . Q God! for-as anick'y as without <- * 
Thee, weare not able to gre; 7 

mercitully grant, that thy Hof | 
rit. may m all-things dire od 
our Hearts, through Jeſus Chriſt ws. $ 
_ Amen. .. Fas (9T 


iow 3 


\ 
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Then al i ze, and ſeating themſelves 
in their Places, the Steward may 
read one of the C hapters ſe ſet downin | 
the tenth Order ; #eſting ſo.long at 
the end of every Verſe, t Me ann any one || / 

. maythave an Opportunity to make 

 * any ſerious Remark upon it. Or 
/  ſome|part of an approved Expofis | « 
tzon-0# the Holy Scripture, or on 
-i/the 'Eatechiſm, may beread..: And 

Fo © rididrier 10 4 more adviſed Confer: 
;.ence-upou the moſt important Dus $1 
©Zies-'of our. Holy Religion; the 

RESTY at Sgxard (in- the Abſence of the 

bet Beacon) may," at the cloſe of. e 

Sh My *.-: very Weekly Aſſembly, propoſe one 

Wy i ; c ; of: the. following SubjeCts to be dij- + 

£41k 25.7" Corr fen POR al their next Con- 


3 i -f - ference, VIZ. *[}; 


# on ft 


3-& 


IEP" 5B THE Duty of Self-cxamination; 
; - peed 2 Cor. 19.5. 

FR (2; THE Duty of Self-abaſernent; 
(and Self-renouncing, required Mark 


"8. 3+ 
+ 3 Fad 


I 
'P I he: 


Rorion Confertnce: ] 7x 
3. Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Mark 16. 16. , 

4 Evangelical Repentance, 2 Sy 


P. 4 Effetual Converſion: to. od, 
e [As 26.18. 

e 6. Truſt in God, 1 T7. 6. x7. . 

r 7. Mortification, Rom.s$. 13. Gat: 
. 6 24 | 
5 ;. Humility, Ephef. 3.2; 

{ {+ 9. Chriſtian Hope, 1.Perc1. 3.5 
- | 10. Chriſtian Charity, I Gros 
= $1, &c: 

| 3.065 the Long of God, 


Mark 12.30. 
And the Love of Men, Fergus. 
1.1. 'Alms«deeds, Mat, 6. 1234s". 
12. Contentment, Phil ai iyy x VA $i 
- | 13. Juſt-dealing, 1 Theſſ,,4; 6s :+ 0 
|. 14. Government of the: I IT 
Matth, 12.36, 37. 
; 15, Prayer and Praiſe, Lotte peels 
- | 16; Chaſtity, Matrh.'s, 85; Te 
17. Temperance, 1 Cory g. 55 | 
: IS. Patience, 1 Pet. 2+'2 2g 
- 6 ny Fit. 3.2. 27 


1 $ Drrefions- for - 

19. The Publick Worſhip of God, 
Pſalm 42. 2, 4- 

"5x$207 Heavenly-mindnefs, Co/.3.1,2. 
And Contempt of the World, 
- Gal. 6.14. 

21. Of Chriſtian Prudettce, Ma 
IO, 76. - N 
22. Family-Durics, Toſb, >4. 

"oc Religious Hoaſe-hold Gn { 


©Q =-- 


vernment, ACTS Io. 2. 5 

- 24. SubjeCtion to ps 7 þ 

LOA bd - k 
. Peace-makin, Mat. 5. 9: 

Che: y Df Reproof, Lev. 1 ] 


8 19. I7. 

th - 96, SanCtifying the: Lord's Day, 
Gb. 1'5s 32, O's, 

The £53 Growing in, Grace; z Pet. 3a. ft 

Improvement of Opportunt | . 

ties of Doing and Receiving Good, |} ;} 

7; «88 x0. 38. 

of and of Parents and Children 

© rawardscachother, Epheſ-6.1,2,7.4, | ® 

o; Of the Husband and Wits (4 

BY = 6/.5.22, tothe end, | bi 

+. 41, Of Maftersand Servants, Ephde | 7 
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l Ja Of People to their "Paſtong,... 
Heb. 13. 17- 
2. | 33- Of preparing for, and watch 
k {jog inthe Performance: of all Religi- 
bus Exerciſes, Heb. 12. 28, 29.5; - 
- 34- TheDuty of Chriſtians ro Ene- 
mies, Rom. 12. 17, 18, 19, 20, 2T. |: 

. Of endeavouring the Conver- 
fon and Salvation of others, I Tzm. : 
#3, 4+ 
Ry The Senſe of God's Omaipes: | 
ſence, Pjalm 139, 

.37. Ofreading the Holy Scrprare | 
Deet. 6: 6,7, 8, 9. 2 Tim. 
3b, Of Meditation, x7 an 
279.0t Circumſpettion, or W a 
fulneks Mas. 24. 42, 43z Os ani 
40. Of Perſeverance; Rev. WR 
| Jude, Vert 24, | Rl Big= : 
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£0-:-.T HESE are Duties oX th ©; Gfept's we 
eli Jmportance, and! are gf 
.the'Rules of. theſe Sporetresci=f 
hayekept to the number; 415; 4 ak'F: 
/ Jaight' aſhen one diffint Sub 4 


courk tor every W, eekly = ba 
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in the Year, reſerving the Diſcourſe of 
120f them to be ſpent upon the Suh. 


jeQt of the Loid”s Supper, which every 


-Member is obliged 'by the Orders of 


the Society to receive (where he may 
-with'Conveniency) twelve times in 
the Year. - 
-" THUS every Perſon Knowing for 
2 whole Week before, what will be the 
Sabjett of the Diſcourſe at the next 
Conference, may the better prepare 
| forit by ſutable Reading, * Meditation 
and Prayer. BS 

AND thus the chiefeſt parts of 


Chriſtian Duty will be conſidered and I 
-Fonhe thorow every Year, to the great 


Increaſeof-Knowledg and Practice. 


21 Note) THAT every Perſon is chief» fur 


ly to bend his Diſcourſeto further the 


Pradtice of every Duty, and to pro- || 


mote Holineſs of Lite. 


*-- 03 ANDit will be: expedient, That | 
- © No Perſon ſpeak above 3 or 4 Sentens J 


£6, without a convenient Pauſe, to 


+ © ive room to others to ſpeak their 
©. Mind, And mcaſeof Silence, he ma 
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ed, but with the ſame Caution. ' 
AND at the time of Conference; 
ane of the Stewards (in theabſence of 
the Dreftor ) may propoſe the follow- 
ng Queſtions, for the fake.of Method ; 
id that every ones Diſcourſe may be 
themoredirectly praCtical, viz. when 
r Jthe Duty to be ſpoken to, is. named, 
e Jhe Steward may ſay, _ 
t | 1. Qzeft, Wherein conſiſts the Na- 
e 


re of this Duty ? . 
TI. Qzeft. What Direions do you 
fropoſein order to make the Practice 
f it more ſure, and more eaſy ?_ 
I IIT. What Diſcour agements.do.any; 
f you find1n the Practice of it ? 

IV. What Motives may encourage 
w-Practice of this Duty, and our 


meverance in it ? 


Ktheſe may be toucht upon, viz... 


t | 1. The Authority of God* com 
| WM: ang. at bo 
0 | 2. TheGoodzeſs of God, promiſing; 
r oth to afſiſt and reward the Dil 
j | | 3. The 


'IFi the time permits, ſuch Motives 


, 
"ww 


162 Direftions, &Cc. 


3. The Terribleme(s of God's Threats 
nifigs, andthe Examples of his/Wrath 
ſometimes ſeen upon.. Earth-;: and the 
dfeadfulneſs of the everlaſting Verge. 
ante of an Almighty God, in the fierce, 


neſs of his Wrath inthe other Work, y 


4. The Excellency. of the Duty-if 
felf CIP | 
"5, The Examples of Good. Men, 
who have gone beiore us in the. Ways 
of God. 

6, The Bleſſed Ref ana. Peace: of 
a good Conſcience; and the previau 
Hell of a bad one. þ 
_ THESE general Heads may be thef®, 
Method of Diſcourſe-upon any Du 
at the Weekly Conference. | 
.. THE. Conference. being ended; 
one of the Stewards may read foo 
_ of the-following Sentences, and the; 
\ Admonition, to raiſe up and engaghk, . 
eyery Soul, to Faith and Fervency Wh 
Ss Prayer. rakes 
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CHAP. IX. 


: Prreftions [ated to ſuch Re- 


ligzous C onference, 


Sentences, 


OD #«s greatly to be fear- Plal.89.7, 
ed in the Aſſemblies of 
Saints ; and to be had in re- 
nce by allthat are aboat him. 
| 'G0 D i# a righteous Juag, Pſal. 7. 12+ 
org and patient ; aud God ts 


1 {ovoked every day, 
T GOD will bring every Work Eccleſ12; 
Jo Judgment, wah every ſo. ** -g 
t thing, whether it be good, Fr: 
whether at be evil. 
HE that hideth his Sins ſhalt FIOV hs. 
u proſper : but he that c6n- Le 


® -»y and forſaketh thens, ſhall 


Mercy. 


TF 
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x Joh. 2. TF any Man ſinneth, we hi at 
1,% ay Advocate with the Fatho* 
Teſus Chriſt the Righteous ; ani 

he is the Propitiation for off 

O7n5, by 

Plat.g5.5, - O come, let us worſbip, ll! 
fall down, and kneel before. thif® 
Lord our Maker, I 


The Admonition before Pri 
er, to be read by the Stef 
ard, (in the Direftan 
Abſence) if--the time 
permit... 


M.Y Brethren, ſince of 
gracious God has promiſed off 
' be preſent, where two or thref® 


Var.-12. gre gazhered together in We 


Xt Name : Txt us duly conhge® 


what an awiul thing it 84 
+ draw nigh unto God ; ef 
- Aukihs., to-him who is able to. ſave; 
* ' defiroy us for ever +: T0 bi 1 
who ſees our very Hearts ale 
ſecret Thoughts, and wi 


*% 
ary 
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ſth ſtruck ſome Perſons dead 

the place, when they ſought Lev.r0.2, 

ww n0t in due order. As Na- x - 
w and Abihu, Uzzah, Co-z,, 
<, and many others. 1 Sam. 6, 
BUT we have a perfe& 7 

id acce —_ High Prieft; 

e Lor 7 efus Chriſt, who feb. 7. 25; 
l 


ill perfe and preſent our 


an. 


ttitions to bis Father, and John FIR 
wo Father, if we devoutly'17: 
w* i ſincerely ſerve him. And 
rough this .,ew ana living Heb. 10.) 


9 we-may approach to the 19.; 

one of Grace withan hum. 
# boldneſs, Wherefore let__ 
1 Þ gird up the Lotns of our 
"i - - and. rouze -up'-our'- *.* 
owſy: ply Aﬀtetions, and watch : i IS 
bh _ ' otfr deceitful Hearts. Jari. 2. eb 

# vs fray in Faith,- and /in+-3 2. 
oy Flarity, with Ferven ehcy ind Yrimh? 
 apomtlt ", conſidering” that?! mo 'I,, 
i prefent-andCfutiire Haps" 19 o Fe NY 
4 els Yepends upon: bar free MEE Eh * 
wh mg Mr Prayer: Toft us en 
th © ticre- 


366 Direftons Juted to 
therefore-beſeech God to aflif 

Rom..8..,; Us 1n'this great Duty with hy [= 

26. ,,* Fly Spirit, and: thereby ta fi 

| = our Infirmities ; andthaf/ 
he would graciouſly acc 
our . unworthy Perfons and 
Performances through his Soafſ5 

VE ESUS CHRIST, whom ; jþ 

Heb.7. 25, hath erdained to be a 

Prieſt for ever, to make Jotg Pp 

celuen for us. Amen. ; 


Let us pray. 


"Then all devoutly kneeling, ww wh 
join in this Confeſſion of Sin, 


LMIGHTY God! Father ofouf 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.; Maker of al 
Things ;' Judg of, all Men: We ay 
knowledg and bewail our manitg 
Sins and Wickedneſs, which we frac : | 
time--to time moſt grievouſly . hay 
© "committed, , in Fhought, Word 4 
x 227 ed, againft thy  Drvine-,Majell 
| provoking moſt juſtly thy Wrath al 
: Ancignatzon againſt us, We Ti 
3 N -* 


'F 
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ty deſire to repent, and to be hear- 
ſorry for thefs our Miſdoings: 
o' remembrance of them 4s. grie- 
Tous tons, the burden of them is in- 
pw Krabſe. Have Mercy upon u 
re Mercy upcn us, moſt Mercifi 
fithet !' for thy Son our Lord Jeſus 
| (G1 ms fake, forgive -us all that is 
vat. And grant that we may ever 
| after, erve and pleaſe thee in 
ewneſs of Life: To the Honour 
polory of thy Name, through Je 
s Crit our Lord, | Amwen. ,  -..: 


b UR Father. which-art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name : Thy Ring- 
ooh ba come : Thy Will be done on Earth 
=-#t if in Heaven, Grue as this day 
| daily Bread : And forgive as out 
o "Pre eſe, es, as we forgive them that eref- 
9s againſt us +. Ana leap us not 18t0 | 
"a empration ; but deliver as from Evil: '-* | 
or thine is 'the Kingdom, the Pojrer,. & þ 
p.} wad the Glory, for ever Ana ever, rob nook 
= Amen,” - 
ig. They” 
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Then the Steward alonemay ſay, 


ALMIGHTY and Everlaſting]; 
God, who hateſt nothing that thoy 
haſt made; and doſt forgive the Sin 
of all them that are, penitent :. Vouct 
fafe to create and make in us new and th 
contrite Hearts, - that we .duly kJ 
menting our Sins, and acknow ed: < 
ing our Wretchedneſs, may obtainoltz 
$ thee, the God of all Mercy, perietÞof 
joN Remiſſion and Forgivenels, -throughtc 
;.-- Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amer. 6 


2 Here may follow the C ollef# for th bi 

: Day : And ſuch other Colletts iye: 

| the C ormon-Prayer, as \ BYE lal 
; -  ſatable. ' co =. tha 


Thenallifing: 1 h 


ee”. - Stew: Glory be to the Father, &% ; 

Be. 1 **> MI © As it was am the,” RC) * 

I : < © Stew, Praiſe ye the Lord... | . 
i All: The Lord's Name be praiſe al: 
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| Thes the Sobre dhay wat the fol- 

lowing Admonition to the Praiſe 

wh of God, before the ſinging of a 
uy _ Pſalm, o time will permit. 


I) 


LET us conſider, my 'Bre- 
id thren, what 'cauſe we- have Pral. tos, 
la-Yto praiſe God. ' Heis the Aus 3: 
gJhor of our Being ; theFoun- 
of tain of our Mercies ; the God .: 
Xt __ onr'Life and of 'our Salva- 
ton,” Of!! praiſe- the” Infinite 
"Yooodnes of God, who made Pal. 8. 5. 
ws little lower than the Angels 
in che State of! our Creation ; 
LN who hath ſhewn-to- us ' 
In Men, more Compalſior 
\ fan to the faln Angels':* for 
* [hey are reſerved in Everlaſt= Jude 6. Þ 
ing c bains of, Darkneſs,. to the "<7 1 
T6 Pfudemert® of the Grent Day; Ib 


-IvhilG-we have the Offers* of eu FAN "F 
| Rcrnal Redemption: And - 5/443 4 
"_ God to fit Men :- +: #5 

H < daily 7 nf hl 


[| 
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. ;Pfal. 104. 


2,Cqr. 5.5. 
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daily for his nearer Preſence | 


in the Work: of SanCtificati- 
on, whilſt Devils are wholly 


.given up to their .malicious 
perverſeneſs. 

LET vs conſider, That | 
| Man was made by God tothe 


the ' Mouth ef the Dumb 
Creatures in the Praiſes of 
their Creator: Man is to be 
the High Prieſt of the low- 
er .Creation to offer up a Di- 
vine Service for- the whole 
Congregation . of .Sublunary 
Beings 


very wonderful and peculiar 
Gift of God to Men. Let-us 
ſay therefore with the _ 


« Pſalmiſt, T will greatly praiſe 


the Lord with my Mouth ; yea, 
1 will praiſe him among tht 
Maltitude, 


LET 


LET us remember, That | 
8. Man's Tongae ts his Glory, a 


DB oor = = = = ©... 
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LET us obferve,with what 


| chearfulneſs the very Birds 


tune ther pleaſant Notes to 
the Praiſe of their Maker at- 


171 


ter their Capacity, They have Mars. 26. 


| us Store-houſe xor Barn, and 


know not where they ſhall 
find the next monthful of 
Meat; yet how pleaſant are 
they ! And how void of Mur- 
murs or Sullenneſs. 
FINALLY, Let us. conſ1- 
der, that by praiſing God 
now, we learn how to praife 
God in Heaven, This will 


be the Work and Happineſs ge, 


of that State of Glory : Let 
us therefore join our ſincere 


Praiſes in the Church below 


to thoſe more perfe&t Hallelu- 


jahs of the Saints above.. fe 


c — . 
= = _ -” bs ; 
- * ++ _ 2 
aa 
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19.1, 


8 ſaid, Rev. 14. 3. That nome.” 


wuld learn their Song, but thoſe © 


that were redeemed from the 


Exth, From which we may 


H 2 note, 
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note, that true Holineſs 15 that which 
will fit" us for "the Songs. of He: 
_ | 

LET” us. thetefore now ſtrain up 
our AﬀeQtions to. the higheſt pitch; 
and fo fing (the Praiſes "of God In 
Heart and Spirit, P/al. 145. '2.' that 
Angels and Saints may join with ys 
cow, and we with-them for ever 
niore. Amen. | 


. 
” 
: ” 4.48 


: ye «Bf " be. "ay 3 ; all {fork 


* *ith, may they repeat the Ape 
0 * les. Creed, 4/191 1s a 


3H r: Believe in God the Haller 4: 
x2 - mighty, Maker of Heauen.. and 

th And in Telus Chrift,- 1s, anly 
bros "Yo oar Lord., who was conceived: by. 
"he Hol). Ghoſt : Born of . the Virgin 
"Mary: Saffered under Pontius Pihte3 
Wits wen, dean and buried'; He# 


ay | 


_ " 


Reliti;us Conference, 173 
leſcenden into. Hell : The-third way. be 


» Eroſe 22442 from the dead : He aſcended. 
into Heaven, and ſrtte th on the right 
P | Hina of God the "5a a4 Almighty : 
; From thence he ſhall c0x8 0 f- the 
1 J quick 4724 the dead, 
if; 1 believe in the Holy Ghoſt ; The 
$ koh Cathelick C 7k, The Comms, 
* Ber © of Saints, The. Forgiveneſs of; 
; Sins, The Reſurreft ion of the Body, and, 


the Life Everlaſting. Amen. 


- All. Lord, we believe ; ets thou our. 
. Untelief. | 45; 


Then af kneeling.” After 'he Cale Þ 
for Trinity Sunday; . the dg # 

my . proceed: tt Prayer for fl Shy 
Qicty; which maj &/a be'w " 
; I Fanmy. 07 990 wok - 


36 SIRE. | 

Oven Haly aud Bleſled: Oat” -þ 
S— © The Creator, 'Governopruun;l-4 
Judg ot-all ; Who hare; Falſhogt[{: -7 
En rypocafy, and, tk op. 
is Hades 


ww we WH”. 


a 


_ 


_ my == 
m_ 


ERAS Loon EE SCE SS oo OT 


- a 


t74 Direftions- ſuted to 
promiſed to ſhew Mercy to ſuch as 
_ - turn unto thee by true Faith and Re- 
pentance : Vouchſafe, we- pray thee, 
to create in us clean and upright 
Hearts, through an unfeigned Faith 
in thy Son our Saviour. To us in- 
deed Comcury Shame and Confuſion 
of Face: We are not worthy to lift 
up our Eyes or Voice towards Hea- 
ven ; Our Natures are depraved, and 
. our Ways have been perverſe be- 
. fore thee. O! let not thy Wratli riſe 
apainſt us, leſt we be conſumed in a 
moment : But let thy merciful Bow- 
-., els yern over us; and vouchſafe to 
purify and pardon us, through thine 
\Wil-cafcient Grace and Mercy in 
--. .our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Since it hath 
| Pleaſed thee to offer him up as a Sa- 
crifice for Sinners, vouchſafe we be- 
ſeech = to _ - from: all >: 
- _ quity thr is Blood. We be- 
Z ood that het able to ſave to the ut- 
- . cermoft thoſgythat come to thee by 
him; and we do earneſtly defire to 
Foe embrace 
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embrace him as our Prince and Sa- 
viour : O! give us Repentance and 
Remiſhon of Sin through his Name. 
All we like Sheep have gone aſtray, 
_ one in his own way : . Good 
Lord, reduce us into thy Fold through 
this great Shepherd of Souls ; and be 
pleaſed to-lay.on him the Iniquity of 
us all. 

AND as we have much to be for- 
given, be pleaſed to incline our Hearts 
to love thee much, who forgiveſt Int- 
quity, Tranfgreſſion and Sin. Give 
us that Faith which worketh . by 
Love, and ſuch Love as will con- 
ſtrain us to have regard -to all thy 
Commandments. And make us 
look carefully to all our way$, 
that we may never again do. 
thing whereby thy .Holy Name may 
be blaſphemed, or thine Authority 
deſpiſed. Try 
GIVE us the deepeſt Humility; 
without which we. can never: he a6- 
cepted of thee our infitfitely. conde+ - | 
H 4 ſcending |} 
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{cending_ God : Make us continually 
to tread in the: Steps of our Bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour ;: beg of a' meck 
and quiet Spirit, always influenced 
by the higheſt Love of thee our'God,; 
and by the moſt charitable Diſpoſiti 
os towards all Men. 
VOUCHSAFE. to indue uk with 
the ſaving Knowledg of- Spiritual 
things, that we may recave all thy 
Truths in the love of them, in all 
- Patience, ' Purity, Juſtice, "Temper+ 
ance, Godlineſs,.and Brotherly-Kind» 
neſs ;' thar-we may/adorn iour:Holy 
Profeſſion, -and:reſenible the Divine 
Goodneſs: of thee our Heavenly Fa+ 
her. 
{AND ſince. we are not only; weak 

i and frail; but corrupt: and: -fintul ; 
; vouchſafe, O: Lord,: to. keep us by 
the Power of thine Holy Spirit, that 
we fall not from our avowed Sted- 
faftneſs in all Chriſtan Duty. . - Pre- 
 ferve.us from all the Sin and:Vanity 
to:which our Age, Condition,. and 

m41111922 Nature 


” | "ew BY fakes ty 


es * nr | 
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Nature- 1s prone, and to: which: the» 
Devil-and this World may at- any ; 
time tempt us. 
 GLORIFY, Good God, thy 
Strength in our Weakneſs, thy Grace 
m-our Pollution, and thy Mercy in 
our Salvation. May our: Holy: Re-: 
ligion be grounded and .fettled '1n:; 
our Hearts; - that out of” the: good) 
Treaſure of a gracious Heart, our: 
Speech may - be. ſavoury, :and-our 
Converſation exemplary ; and: that 
we'' may | be froittul. 1n all good: 
Works'even ro our old: Age, and toy 
our laſt day. | 
FIT us we pray thee for every; 
ſtate of Life into which thy Provi-* 
dence {hall cait us ; proſper our law 
kai Undertakings, preſerve us Night. 
and Day ; and prepare us for a hope- 
ful Death, and a Bleſſed Eternity. - 
BE pleaſed, we beſecch thee, to 
bleſs all thoſe Soczetzes, who in truth» - 
apply their Hearts to thy Service 
and Glory ; we pray thee be pleaſe 
=— _ ed. 


173 Direftions ſutedto 


ed to ſtrengthen, ftabliſh, and ſet- 
tle both them and us in thy Faith, 
Fear, and Love. 


LET nothing in this World diſ-. 


courage us from the purſuit of thoſe 
Holy Purpoſes, which thy Spirit has 
at any time put into our Hearts 
and Minds. But make us all faithful 
to thee our avowed God, and our de- 
fired Portion, even unto death ; that 
weat laſt (with thy whole Church) 
_ be partakers of that eternal Li 

perfect Bliſs, which thou haſt 
ſed, through Jeſus Chriſt, thy 
only begotten Son, our only Mediator 
and Redeemer. Amen. 
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———— — 
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A General Interceſſwon. 


LMIGHTY God, whoſe: King- 
dom and Power 1s univerſal ; 
Vouchſate we pray thee to defend 
and proſper thy whole Church ; and 
ſodiſpoſe-the Heart of thy Servant 
Kzng William, that he may ever ſeek; 
thy Honour and Glory. And grant 
to. his whole Council, and to all in 
Authority under him, that they may 
truly and indifferently miniſter Juſtice: 
to the ſuppreſſing of thoſe Vices 
which reign amongſt us, and to the 
reviving of true Religion and Con-- 
cord. And grant that all our" Bi- 
ſhops and Interior Paſtors may - be 
effeQually illuminated by the Know-- 
Tedg of thy Word, that by their 
Holy Lives, and Sound Doctrine, 
they may convert many to-Righ-- 


teouſneſs.. 


to Dureftions ſuted to 
AND to all the People of theſe 
three Nations be pleaſed to give thy 
Heavenly Grace, that they may live 
in thy Faith and Fear, in Obedience 
to Authority, and in godly Love to- 
wards each other. - :. 7.2 # 
FINALLY, we commend to thy 


fatherly Goodneſs all thoſe- that are 


afflicted in Mind, Body or Eftate, 
eſpecially ſuch as ſuffer for Righte- 
ouſneſs fake.. O Lord,  reheve them 


-according to. thew ſeveral” Neceſs | 


fities, give them patience under their 
Sufferings, and a happy Iflue outof 
all their AMicQions; all which we 
- beg in the Name and Mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. Amer. 
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A Thank/g1 ving. 


MOST merciful God, the Fa-- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the tnexhauſtible Fountain of Good- 
neſs, we humbly praiſe thy Name 
for all thy Mercies vouchfated to us, 
We praiſe thee, that thou madeſt us 
I reaſonable Creatures ; that we were 
born 17 a Chriſtian Land ; and thar, 
we were early brought into thy pra-! 
gous Covenant. We bleſs thee for 
all the Advantages of our Fducatis 
on; ſor all the Benefits-of good Ex-: 
amples, and of ſeafonable Counſeh 
and Reprodf : - For all the Comfort 
we have had inany Relation, Friend: 
or Enjoyment, and for.the comfort- 
able Uſe of all thy good Creatures. 
WE praiſe thee for all the Benefits 
of AMittion; for thy merciful Sup- 
port in Trouble, and thy gracious 
Deliver- 
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Deliver#ffces from any Evil. 

WE bleſs thy Name for our pre. 
ſent Health, for our neceſſary Food, 
for our peaceable Habitations, and 
for that meaſure of outward thin 
which thy Bounty hath diſpenſed to 
us. 

| BUT above all, we bleſs and praiſe 
thy Name now (and deſire to mag- 
nify thy Name for ever) for onr 
Redemption by the Blood: of thy 
' Beloved Son; and that thou haſt 
_ Means of eternal Life thrd 
UM. 

' WE praiſe thee for: thy Covenant 
of Life and Peace; for thy Word 
and Sacraments ; for the Operations 
of thine Holy Spirit, - and for any 
Evidence or Hope of thy Favour 
towards us, who are leſs than the 
keaſt of thy Mercies. 

WE bleſs thee, Good God, for thy 
Patience towards us, for thy Calls to 
us, and for thy great Pity and: Com- 


paſſion to ſuch unworthy Creatures, 
-.. * SET 
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SET home, we beſeech' thee, a 
due and conſtant Senſe of theſe and 
all thy Mercies upon all our Hearts, 
and make us to live to the Praiſe of 
thee (the God of our Mercies) all 
our Days, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, to whom with thee, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be all Blefſing, Honour, 
Glory and Power aſcribd by Angels 


and Men for evermore. Amex, 


Then all ſtanding up, The following 
Exbhortation to. Humility may be 
read. 2 


Y Brethren, ſince the 
Great God doth often 
aſſure us in ps ry Word, = 
That he will refiſ® the Proud, Tani, 5: 
but give Grace to the Humble X Pet. 5-5 
Let us conſider, that our Un- 
dertakings, tho never ſo good, 
will fail and come to nought; -@ - 
except we be iraly and aceply Lukay., 
Humble, ' Indeed it cannot be 7 
—— other- 
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-otherwtſe, hecauſe the proud 
Perſon quits: his Reliance oy 

God, to reſt m himſelf, which 
1s to exchange a Rock for a 
Reed. 

ALAS! what are we, poor 

Gen: 32. empty Nothings ! yea, what 

16. s worſe, condemned ' pertſh- 

ig Sinners? We have per- 
haps Underſtanding now, but 

' Dao.4.42. God can ſoon turn it into 
Madneſs: We may have ſome 

__ Attainments. 1m: (Grace, -- but 
ſpiritual Pride will witheral|, 
and ſoon reduce us to a very 

If. 66. 2, proflipgateand wretched State; 
fuch as we have ſeen others 
tumble mto, * who have *be- 
gui the Sprir, and ended 

x Cor:4.7; 1m the Fleſh. What have we' 
that we' have mot received ? 

And wiich he that gave it, 

& miynotas ſoon take away? + 
0:22.41 0 WE En that! are young 
. 4 Tin-$6, Years; and-younpger inGrace; 
41.49 are 
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are 1n danger of, Self-conceit, 
and of being putted up; which 
$a Quick-fand in which thou- 
ands have been ſwallowed up 
and periſht. Tt 1s not in vain, 
that the Apoſtle requires, That 
loang men be exhorted to be {0- Prov. 15. 
er-minded, Tit. 2, 6. . which *: 
te elſewhere explains, when 
te ſays, Let 20 Man think of Iſa.14.12, 
lmſelf more highly than he 3: 
veht to think, but to think ſ0- 
ly, Rom. 12, 
BY Pride the Angels tell i Tim.3.s. 
rom Heaven :. and if ever we 
thumb up to thoſe bleſſer _ 
rom which they are faln, 
muſt, be by the gracious Gor Luke 18, 
f Humility and Lowlineſs of 14- 
Mind, Mherefore let him that 1 Cori: wa 
binketh he 'ſfandeth, take heed "* 
ſt he fall. Lei us walk hum: 
hwith our God, and with all 
n; and ever have lowly '1 
houghts of our vile ſelves, Rom. ths 
and ** 


D__ 
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and of our poor Attainmenty 

and of our defeCtive Perfor: 

mances : And with St. Paull, 

2 Cor. 12, (who was in nothing behind thi 4 

II, very chiefeſt Apoſtles) let usabſ 

ways ſay, Jam Jothing. Jet 

LET us therefore now ſing to theſjy, 

Praiſe of God, to whom alone Prailsſy, 
1s. due. 


| — 


Here fing a Pſalm : After which the 
Steward may ſay ;- 


- FT is very meet and right; and P, 
our bounden Duty, that we ſhould 
at all times, and in all Places, give 
thanks unto thee, O moſt bleſſed andy; 
bountiful God, in whoſe Hands our 
Breath 1s, and from whom cometh}: 
our Salvation, | 

All. Therefore with Angels and 20 
Arch-Angels, and with all the Conn; 
pany of Heaven, we laud and mag}; 
nify thy glorious Name, evermait;n, 
railing thee, and ſaying, Holy, 


. 
1 | 
gf 
7 
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ly, Holy, Lord God'of Hoſts ! Hea- 
T-Jren and Earth are full of thy Glory. 
_y blory be to thee O'Lord moſt High, 
ol 

ab | Stew. May the Grace of our Lord 
\ {ſcſus Chriſt, the Love of God, and 
iefthe Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, 
fe with us all evermore. Amen. 


 —— — — — 


i, 
, CHAP. X. 


[Prayers for Families, for Seamen, 
la and for young Perſons. 
ve 


dy A T the Requeſt of ſome under , © | 
4 A my Mianittry, the following 
| ayers are added. | RR 
4 And let it be noted, That the fore» 


going Forms of Prayer and: Praiſe 
may be properly uſed in Private Fa- 
Smiles, And the Prefaces to both 
> may be uſefully read- in Families how 
2 i then, to excite zealous AfeCti- 

QNS, 
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188 PRAYERS 
ons, and an awful dread of God in D 
pur Approaches to him. 
AND to' the: end, that the daily JP 
Worſhip of God may be ſet. and I 
kept up in every Farnily ; let it ne- 
ver be. forgotten, that the Spurit of 
God has denounced a moſt dreadful [** 
Curſe upon all prayerleſs Families! H: 
Jer. 10. 25. Ponr out thy Fury upon 
the Heathen that know thee #0t, and up- 
.0n the Families that call not upon thy] , 
Name. | | 
AND, as I have often.in my Ser-J 
mons, 'ſo I here again ſolemnly 
charge thoſe that own my Mint 
ſtry, even in the Preſence, and by: 
the Authority of the Almighty Gd, I 
that they pull not this denouncedJ5 
Curſe upon themſelves and: Fam Jt0 
-es: - And T again mind them toxcadJtin 
the: Word of God daily, and to. Cant 
-rechize. their Children and Servants]5 
na :feriovs and. efieual manner; p- 
'and that they. Remember . the: Lord 
-Day ta keep it Holy, even the who 
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Day ; and that they ſaffer not their 
Children or Servants to pollute any 
re of it, or trifle. it away by uns 
neceſſary worldly Buſineſs, or vain 
Diſcourſe or Diyerſion. 
Theſe things are” neceſſary to your 
Pexce, with God, aud your dying tn 


| Hope. 


[_ —_—_— 
——— 


AA Prayer for a Family in- the 
-M Morning. 6, 


(3 MOST Holy and Bleſſed God ! 
S Who filleſt all Places 'with-th 

Preſence, and art a ſearcher of, all 
Aearts:;. with thee is terrible Majefty; 
to confound thine Enemies, bat .m-" 
tnite Mercy to ſuccour the humble 
and contrite Soul : we pray thee meet. 
bs-not at this time in thy juſt Yen-' 


. 


: 5g5 as a conſuming” Fire; .b 


e pleaſed to accept us gractoufl 
through thy Mercy in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who 1s our Hope. WE 


10 PRAYERS 
WE have indeed lived too long ag 
without God in the World; we have 
wickedly followed our own corrupt 
Deſires and Devices; and have not 
duely owned thy Soveraignty and 
Dominion over us. We have broken 
our Vows, and ſtifled our Conſc 
ences, and exceedingly defiled our 
ſelves, and offended thee, ſetting at 
nought the Promiſes and Threat 
of thy Book, and hating to be re- 
formed. Lord, we lament our Im- 
penitency, and Unbelief, and all the 
ſinful Fruits of our filthy and ungod- 
ly Hearts, Lips, and Lives.. And 
ve earneſtly beſeech thee, that thoy 
wouldſt not give us up to our own 
filthineſs, and folly, and hardneſs of 
Heart : But that thou wouldſt gract 
ouſly reduce us into thy Fold and Fa- 
vour, by the Power of thine Holy 
Spirit ; and to accept and pardon us 
through the Merit of our Lotd Jeſns 
Chriſt. 


AND, | 
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AND, O Lord, vouchſafe tocleanfe 
and ſanCtify'us in Soul and Body:; 
and makeus to glorify thy Name on 
Earth, and to do the Work thou 
haſt given us to do. Be pleaſed to 
ſubdue our Corruptions, and to mor- 
fy - every :1nordinate Aﬀection and 
unruly Paſſion ; and make us entire- 
ly reſigned to thy Will, and fubſer- 
vient to thy Praiſe, now and ever. 
KEEP us, we beſeech thee, from 
the Snares of worldly Pleaſures and 
Enoyments, and makes -to ſet our 
Hearts on.things above: And bring 
all the Powers of our Souls and Bodies 
into a-willing ſubjection to thy Rule 
and Government. And fave us from 
all carnal Ignoranceand Unbelief; and 
from all Ungodlineſs, and ſinful Ins 
dulgence of the Fleſh. 
VOUCHSAFE, Good :God, tg 
pity our Weakneſs and ImperieCtion; 
and to ſuccour us in -al! our Tempta» 


tions; and to ſupport us 1n -all. our 


Sorrows and Afiftions.: and grant 


US 
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us a liappy end. of all our Sotrows at 
laft.1n thine eternal Kingdom..:::. ! 

MAK E vus/ ever mindful - of the 
End for which we were made; and 
the chief Work we have to do; and 
the uncertainty of: this-prefent Life: 
and aftet us duly by the forethouglt 
of that unchangeable' Eternity to 
which we are haſtening, 

AND let thy Faith and Fear ever 
dwell .in our Hearts; that 1t may be 
our continual Exerciſe to keep” out 
Confciences void of: Offence-bottr to. 
wards thee our God, and towards all 

Men. 
_ © ;SUFFER vs not to ſpend. the Day 
' of '6ur Salvation 1dely/and/unprofits- 
bly : [But /tnake us to work out our 
Saricion with Fear and Trembling, 
through thy Grace and Spirit ; and 
make us to ſtand always upon our 


Watch, / prepared for our Maſter's: 


Call: "That whenfoever' thou Thalt 


put anend to this mortal-Life, it may 
-be the beginning of-a Bleſſed Immor-F 


cality. VOUCH- 
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VOUCHSAFE, O Lord, to bleſs 
all our Governours in Church and 
State ; and grant that they may be 
thy Miniſters to us for Good, and 
that we may never be guilty of any 
fiaful diſobedience towards them. 
And give to all the People of this 
Nation, thy Grace to live in Unity 
and Godly Love, and to further each - 
others preſent and eternal Welfare. 
BE pleaſed to bleſs all our Relati- 
ons and Friends ; and multiply thy 
Mercies upon them in the Bleſſings 
of this and of the other World : and 
vouchſafe to fuccor all that lie under 
any Sorrow or Affliction, and be 
near unto them 1n all they call upon 
thee for. 
MANIFEST thine eſpecial 'Love 
and Favour, we pray thee, to this 
Family : Vouchſate to provide for us, 
and delend us by thy good Provi- 
dence, Preſerve us from all Evil 
throughout this Day ; proſper us in 


Oo . . 
our lawful Affairs; let no variance nor 


I Te 
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Y-will prevail amongſt us, but keep 


us 1n Peace and Chriſtian Loveito our 
hvesend. 


FINALLY, We praiſe thy great 
.and glorious Name, for all thy Mer- 
cies towards us : For the” Reſt and 
"Safety of the laſt Night; for the re- 
-newed'Comforts of this preſent Day, 
and all the:good Providences of our 
-paſt Lite. 

MORE eſpecially for the means of 


. 
. >- 
beth. 
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ay 


Grace, (the motions of thy'Spirit, and | : 


for tliy great Patience andiT:ong-ſub- 
Fering towards us. But above all, 
:for the Merits and Mediation of our 
:Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 
ever liveth to make Interceſſion for 
-Us;: for:-whoſe ſake we beſcech thee 
-to:hear.ns, accept us, and pardon'us; 
.together with theſe our unworthy 
\Prayers ; in whoſe moſt Holy Name 
and Words we further pray : 


OUR 


W 
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UR Father which art in Heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name : Thy Kzng- 


dom come : Thy Will be done on Barth 
as it is in Heaven, Give us this day 
vur aaily Bread : And forgive us our 
bk es, as we forgive them that treſ- 
5 againſt us : And lead us not into 
Temptation but deliver us from Evil: 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pows= 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever, 
Amen. 


th 


A Prayer for a Family in the 
Evenmg. 

O Eternal God'! Infimte in in RY 

tection, and worthy of allPralſe} | 

who wilt be glorified i in or upoit eye- 

ty Creature which thou: haſt tade : 

It is meet, that with Fearand Trem= 


bling, we. conſider thy holy. and- 


nehtcous Attributes, * and our own. 


I polluted Natures and ſinful Lives. 


I 2 £4 


3 
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PRAYERS 

O Lord ! we have finfully forgot- 
ten thee our Creator in the days of 
our Youth; and vainly miſ-ſpent our 
precious time in Sin and Folly. Alas! 
with what diligence have weſery?d 
the Fleſh, and the Devil, and thispre- 
ſent World ! and how little have we 
-minded the Concerns of our Salvati- 


on and eternal Life! We have not 
glorified thee the God that madeſt us, 


_ andin whoſe Hands .our Breath is; 


but have lived as if we had been made 
only for this World, anc: to pleaſe 
our ſelves. 

O! how juſtly mayeſt thou ſnatch 
away our Breath from us, ſince we 
have ſo much abuſed it in idle and 
ungodly Speeches ; and call us ſpec- 
dily into: another World, fince we 
have fo preſumptuouſly built our 


- Hopes of Happineſs in this! And 
ſhould: this be thy Pleaſure and- our 
Portion; O Lord, how could we 
appear -before thee in the Guile of 


thoufands of unpardoned Sins ! / or 


how. | 
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> {how could we endure to dwell witlt- - 
f everlaſting Burnings ! 
ri BUT with thee, O Bleſſed God; 
there is Infinite Mercy and Plenteous 
1 Redemption. Thou fo lovedſt the 
” { World, as to give thine only-begot-- 
& | ten Son, that whoſoever beheves on 
” {him ſhould not periſh, but have e- 
© I verlaſting Life. Lord, we deſire to 
» | believe on him, help us we pray thee 
| | againſt our Unbelief. Enable us to 
* | ſubmit all the Powers of our Soul to - 
hem in his ſaving Offices ;- and grant 
that we may ſo believe on hum,-'that:. 
| we may obtain Eternal Life through 
' | his Name. | 
BE pleaſed to take away all-Im-': 
purity and Hypocriſy, all inſenfible- : 
neſs and perverſeneſs from us ;. and » 
make us thy willing and obedient” 
Servants for ever. We know that” 
without Holineſs, none can enter into 
thy Kingdom : O Lord, make -us! 
Holy through the effeQtual Regene+ 
- ration and SanQtification of thine et 
\ I 3 I 


7 


© our Days with all 
". £wang all diligence to make our Cal- 
ling and Election ſure. 
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Iy Spirit; that we may love thee 
with all our Heart and Soul, and 


ſerve tliee with all our Might and 
Strength; and may delight to do 
thy Will, and to deny our ſelves for 
thy fake. 

AND ince we have too long neg- 
lected that great Salvation, which 
was purchaſed for us by the Blood of 
thy Son ; Awaken us, we pray thee, 
ta: improve the remaining ſpace of 
poſſible Care, 


ENABLE: us to: break looſe from 


the Snares of this preſent World, and 


— 


fron all the finful Entanglements of 


the'Fleſh, and from the Seducements 
of wicked and diſfolute Men ; that 


we may run with ſpeed that Race 
which: thou haſt ſet before us, and 
may. perſevere in it to the Death, 
that we may in the end attain ever- 


"T0! 
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- FO this end, make us habitually; 
mindful of the ſhortneſs and uncer-, 
tainty* of this Mortal Lye, -and the; 
unprofitableneſs of all arthly things 
in the Hour of Death, and in the, 
other World. And make us now 
to.chooſe thy Favour as our chielelt: 
Good, thy Son as our Prince and, 
Saviour, and: thy Kingdom: as” gur 
Portion. Ad when our Souls ſhall. 
be ſummoned to. leaye this. earthly 
Tabernacle, vouchſate, Good  Gody 
to-receive us. into! thoſe, everlaſting 
Manſions which our Blefled ; Savin 
aur has prepared for thyſe-that-love, 
Him 


3113» 3 &- 

FOR whoſe fake, we pray ;thee;: 

bleſs theſe: three Nations with Pleas; 
ty, Peace, and Satety, and 'with the, - 
Increaſe of all that's Good : ; Arid; ; + 
fend Peace and Truth amongſt all 
Nations. 
BE. pleaſed to bleſs and dived alt. 
that are -ſet in Authority -ever vs; 
And: grant that they, tay. govern. 
4. | us, 
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us, and we obey them, in the Fear 


of thee our God. Vourhſafe to ſuc- 
cour all that are ObjeQs of Miſery, 
whether they labour under Spiritual 
or Temporal Affittions; And be 
pleaſed ro adminiſter to them as 
their Neceſſities of Soul or Body re- 
quire. 

"BE gracious to all our Relations 
and Friends, preſerve them from all 
Evil, and bind up their Souls in the 
'Þundle of. Life. 

; BE more particularly gracious, we 
pray - thee, to this Family, and to 
every - particular Perſon it. Be plea(- 
ed to dwell with us, and rule over 
us: Preſerve us in Peace and Safety ; 
and let thy Spirit rule in every one 
of our Hearts, that we may faith- 
fully diſcharge our reſpective Duties 
one to another, and may live 1n 
-- Chriſtian Union, Purity, and Peace. 
Vouchſafe, O Thou that never {lum- 


\ bereft nor Neepeſt ! to grant us thy 


ProteQjon this Night : Give thine 
; Holy 
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Holy Angels charge concerning. us : 
Preforve us from danger by Fire, 
'and Tempeſt; and from the Vio- 
lence of unreaſonable Men; and 

ſuffer no Evil to befal any of vs, 
nor any Plague to come nigh our 
' | Dwellings. + 
AND foraſmuch as we know not 
whether we ſhall ſee the Light of 
another Day, be pleaſed, Good God. 
now to ſeal to every Soul of us the 
Pardon of all our Sins, through the. 
Blood of the New Teſtament :-*Fhat- 
when we come to lie down upon our 
Death-Beds, we may reſt .1n hope of. 
a Bleſſed Reſurrection. 

FINALLY, welaud and magnity 
thine Holy Name, O Lord, for thy 
Goodneſs in our Creation, and daily 
Preſervation : For our Health, Eaſe,” 
Peace, Friends, Food, Raiment, De- 
liverances, and all the Comforts'of- 
this preſent Life : And for all the: 
Means of attaining everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs ; for the Price which our Lord 
I'5 Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt has paid for our Re- 
demption:; for+thy. blefled - Goſpel, 
thine Holy Ordinances, and all the 
Motions of thy good Spirit : Hum- 
bly imploring thy Grace, that we 
may ſo live to thy praiſe here on 
Earth, that we may art Jaſt be join'd 
with glorified Saints, and Holy 
Angels, to Praife thy Name for ever, 
All which we humbly beg for the 
{ake- of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 
- Saviour, in whoſe prevailing Name, 
- and comprehenſive Words, we con- 


clude” our unworthy Prayers : Oar 
Father, &c. 
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A Prayer for a Perſon at Sea. 


O IN VISIBLE and: Omnipreſent 
God! the Almighty Creator 
and abſolute Governor of the whole 
World ! Thou holdeſt the Winds in 
thy Fiſt, and giveſt Laws to the Sea 
which it cannot paſs. My whole De- 
pendance is on Thee, from whom 
cometh my preſent Safety, and my 
etcrnal Salvation, I humbly beſeeclx 
thee, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt thy 
Son, that thy Grace and Mercy may 
be with me all my Days. 

E have indeed diſhonoured thy 
Name, deſpiſed thy Government, 
and broken thy Laws; I haveotten 
indulged my ſinful Luſts and wrath- 
ful-Paſhons, contrary to my Vows 
and Covenant made with thee, and 
thy Word revealed to us. 


BU'T* 
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BUT, O Lord, for Chriſt's ſake, | 


(who is our Paſſover, {lain for the 
Salvation of Sinners) be merciful un- 
tome, and pardon my Sins. Let not 
thy Wrath cut me oft in my Pol- 
lution, as I haye deferved ; but let 
thy Mercy abound towards me for 
ever, 

AND vouchſafe, O Lord, to keep 
me by thy Grace, from the Sins to 
which I am daily expoſed by Temp- 
- "ration, and my own ſinful Heart : 
And let thy good Providence preſerve 
me from the Danger wherewith I 
am encompaſſed. 

WE behold, O Lord, thy Wonders 
. 1n the Deep ; Wonders of thy Good- 
nels, as wellas of thy Wiſdom and 
Power : O Lord, give me Grace to 
admire and praiſe thine infinite Per- 
fetions; and grant that my Lips 
may never blaſpheme thy Great and 
Glorious Name, nor ever curſe Men, 
who are made after thine Image and 


Likeneſs. 
| OUR 
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" OUR times, O Lord, are 1n thine 
Hand ; how ſoon mighteſt thou make 
this Sea a common Grave to us all ? 
It but a Plank burſt, or give way, 
or a Rock, or a Heap of Sand lie in 
our way, how ſoon ſhall we be 
ſwallowed up in the Deep, and be 
wafted into our endleſs and un- 
changeable Eſtate ? 

BUT thy good Providence is a 
ſare Defence : I pray thee, vouch- 
ſafe it to me, and to all that fail 
with me, in order to our continual 
DireCtion and Defence. And vouch- 
ſafe to carry us in fafety to the Place 
of our Habitation, and to preſerve 
all our Relations and Friends in 
their ſeveral Dwellings, that we may 
behold each others Faces again. with 
Comtorrt. 

AND fit us all for that Place of 
Reſt and Peace which thou haſt pro- 


\ miſed to thy faithful Servants ; and 


give us thy Grace to make us meet 
tor that eternal Inheritance amongſt 


thy 
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thy Saints, through Jeſus Chriſt ofr 
Lord and Saviour, -w whoſe Holy 
Name:and Words we further pray ; 
Oar Father, &c. 


_ 


GE 


I a Storm. 


LORD our God ! the Father of 

Mercies, the God of all Power 
-. and Might! Who commandeſt the 
Winds and the Seas, and they obey 
thee. We, O Lord, thy dependent 
Creatures, do fend up our Cry unto 
thee in our Diftrefs, O! let the 
Voice. of our Prayers, and not the 
Cry of our Sins come before thee : 
Hear, we pray thee, the Interceſhon 
of thy Son for Sinners, and for his 
fake fend us Relief. 

- THERE 15no Power 1n the whole 
Creaiton to help. us. Lord, ſave us 
or we periſh. Manifeſt, we pray 
thee, the greatneſs of thy - Power in 
Our 


— 
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our Succour and Comfort, in the 
dark and deep Calamity wherewith' 
we are diſtreiſed. The Winds and 
Waters know their Maker's Voice : 
and tho they are now 1n their Rage, 
yet if thine Almighty Voice ſpeaks: 
the Word, they will ſoon calm and 
be ſtill. O Lord, be pleas'd to arife' 
for our Help, that we may lve to 
ſpeak of thy Mercy, and tell of all 
thy Wondrous Works. 

AND, we pray thee, give us Grace 
that we may never forget nor abuſe 
thy Mercy ; but incline and enable 
us to live Holy, Righteous, and 
Sober Lives, to the Praiſe of thee 
our God, through Jeſus Chrift our 
only Mediator and Advocate. Amen, 
Amen. 
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A Thankſgiving after a Storm. 


Oo LORD! Thou art the God of 
our Mercies, and the God of 
our Praiſe. IT humbly preſent unto 
thee, O thou Preſerver of Men |. all 
poſſible Praiſe and Thanktulneſs for 
thy merciful and ſeaſonable Appear- 
' ance for us m our late Diſtreſs. We 
faid, weare cut off from the Living, 
and all our earthly Hopes are wither'd 
away ; but thy good Providence. ap- 
pear*'d for us, and the Hand of our 
God brought us Deliverance from the 
. Jaws of Death. Good Lord, enable 
us tocomply with the end of thy Pa- 
tience and Bounty towards us, and 
makethy preſent Mercy tous aninvio- 
lable Band of future Obedience to thee, 
and an Earneſt of thine everlaſting 
Mercy to us, thro Jeſus Chriſt our 
* Bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


A 
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A Thankſeiving when ſafely arriv d 
at any Port. 


INFINITELY Great and Good 

God! by whoſe good Provi- 
dence I am brought in ſafety to my 
defir”d Haven; I humbly aſcribe the 
whole of my Preſervation and Succeſs 
to thy Conduct and Bleſſing. Tr is 
not in the Power of Man to preſerve 
himſelf, or to proſper his beſt Endea- 
vours : but it is by thy Goodneſs that 
we live, and 1n which we hope. O 
Lord ! give me thy Grace, that as I 
live by thee, I may live to thee, and 
may never more diſhonour thy Name, 
or abuſe thy Mercy ; but may live ſuch 
a Life of Praiſe to thee on Earth,as may 
bean Introduction to that ſtate of per- 
fet Bliſs and Glory above, where Ho-- 
ly Angels and Saints extol and praiſe 
thy Glorious Name for ever, through * 
Jeſus Chrilt our Lord. Amen. 


. - 
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A Prayer for a Youno Per ſon. 


OST Glorious and Bleſſed God ! 

The Life of our Life, and the 
God'ot our Salvation ! IT look up un- 
to Thee, the Fountain of Goodneſs, 
(through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
thou haſt ordained to be our Media- 
tor) with humble Thankfulneſs for 


all the Mercies of this preſent Life, 


and. for any Hope of everlaſting Hap- 
ineſs. 


IT is of thy great Goodneſs, that T 


. was bornin a Chriſtian Land: and. 


of thine infinite Mercy, that I was 


early brought into thy . Covenant ; 
thy Covenant of T.ife and Peace, 


through the Blood of the New Tef- 
tament. 

O my God! IT deſire, to embrace 
the Engagements, as- well as to.en- 
joy: the Bleſſings of this thy gracious 


Covenant ; 
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Covenant ; earneſtly imploring thy 


"Grace, that I may live ſutably to 


my Holy Profeſſion : That fo I may 
never, never diſhonour thine Holy 
Name ; nor in any Thought, Word 
or Deed, deny the Lord that bouglt 
me. 

SEND thine Holy Spirit, I beſeech 
thee, into my Soul: Vouchſate to 
regenerate and make me born anew 
of the Holy Ghoſt : Baptize me, 
O Lord, with that Divine Fire. 
which may at once conſume my ſin- 
ful Luſts, and enflame my Soul with 
Divine Love. | 
' LORD make me to know -thee, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent : Prepare my Soul to receive 
him ſincerely 1n all his ſaving Off 
fices ; and make him effeQtually to 
me a Prince and a. Saviour, to give 
me Repentance and Forgiveneſs of 
Sin. . Through Him, O Lord, for- 
give my natural Corruption, and . 
heal my Leperous Soul: And- for 
his 


_ all the Tran 
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his fake, forgive all my actual Stns ; 
Bona 6 my Youth; 
my Sins after Vows, contrary to 
Knowledg, and againſt thine infinite 
Goodneſs. O Lord ! for the ſake of 
my Crucified Saviour, be merciful to 
my Unrigliteouſneſs, and remember 
my Iniquity no more. 

AND that I may no more commit 
tiie ſame, or other Offences ; vouch- 
ſafe, O Lord, ' to keep me by thy 
Grace from every ſinful way, and 
tead me in the Way everlaſting : 
Preſerve me from the Pollutions of 
youthful Luſts; and harden me a- 
g4inſt the Solicitations and evil Ex- 
amples of impudent* and daring Sin- 
ners. Be pleaſed to ſhew me the vile- 
neſs of ſenſual Pleaſures, the empti- 
neſs of 'worldly Poſfeſſions, and the 
Folly of getting any thing on Earth, 
by the loſs of thy Favour. Bleſs me, 
O Lord, with an early Converſton, 
- With an unblameable Life, with a 
hopeful Death, and a Bleſſed Eternity, 
GIVE 
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GIVE me, Good -God, thy Peace 
which paſſeth Underſtanding; and 
ſo preſerve me from.the Corruptions 
of this World, that I may inherit 
the Glory of thine undefiled King- 
dom. 

AND whereas there are Legions of 
Infernal Powers, who ſeek to hinder ' 
my entrance into that Reſt : O Lord, 


'ſeave me not to their Malice, nor 


my own Frailty ; but ever ſuccour 
me with thine eſpecial Grace and pes 
culiar Providence, and make me as 
ready to help, and to forgive others, 
as to defire help and forgiveneſs of 
thee my God. 

MAKE meto lead my Life in thy 
Fear, and-m the ſenſe of thy Favour, 
and to grow in Grace as IT advance 
in Years; ever mindful of my Crea- 
tor, my Mortality, and my future 
Account : That living here to thy 
Glory, I may for ever praiſe thee in 
thy glorious Kingdom, through Je- 
ſus Chriitt, who 15 my Hope; to 
whom 
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whom with thee, O Father, and the 
Eternal Spirit, One God, be all Ho- 


nour and Glory aſcribed by Angels 
and Men for evermore. Amen. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Y the Procurement of theſe $0- 
1 I CI1ETTES, the following Lec- 
tures are conſtantly Preached at Five 
in the Evening, onthe Lord's Days aft- 
ter mentioned, v1z. 


Oz every firſt Lord's Day in the 
Month, at St.Laurence Jewry, St. Cle- | 
ments Danes, St, Michael W oodltreet, 


St, Olaves Southwark. | 


On the ſecond Lord's Day in the 
Month, at St. Brides Fleetſtreet, Sr. 
Albans Woodiſtreet, S7. Buttolph Ald- 
gate. 


Oz 


)= 
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* Advertiſment, 

Onthe third Lord's Day in the Month, 
at St. Martins inthe Fields : at ſix in 
the Morning, St. Giles Cripplegate: 
Upon every third T hurſday in the Month, 
at Poplar, at ſix in the Evening. 


'On-the laſt Lord”'s Day in the Month, 


at St. Giles Cripplegate, St. Mary 


Whitechappel, S:. John Wapping. | 


Every Lora's Day, at St. Ann's year 
Alderſgate, at five in the Evening. ; 
with. pablick Catechizing, 
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Errat. P.163, read Chxp. X, and for Diredtions 
read Devotions ; which mutt likewiſe be noted 
over the following Pazes. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


== reQify the Miſtake of ſuch as conſider theſe 
Religious Societies, and the Promotion of 
the Reformation, as the Heat of young Perſons only, 
which they think very likely to cool in a little 
time ; I thought fit ro-ſubjoin: Thar I-do not know 
any Religious Society, in which there are 'not ſeve- 
ral grave and prudent Perſons, of fohd Judy- 
menr, and advanced Years from Forty to Sixty ; 
which muſt indeed be the conſequence of their 
having already continued above twenty Years. 
And they go on with great Vigour and Delight 
in the Ways of God, which they find to be Paths 
of Divine Pleaſure, and the moſt ſolid Peace ; 
whiah attrafts many both young and elder Per- 
ſons ro them; perceiving their ways ſo ſtridtly 
conform to the Laws of God and Men, 

And as to the Gentlemen, and cther worthy Per- 
ſons, who carry on the principal part ot the Re- 
formation ;, they are of ripe Tears and Experience, 
of conſiderable Quality and Eſtates, and of the 
beſt Chara#er and Reputation, And indeed as 
"the Honour of this Aﬀair can never be calld in 
queſtion by any Devout Chriſtian, ſo can it not ar 
this time be treated with diſreſpe&t by any civil 
Perſon, ſince the KING, the Biſhops, and ſome of 
the moſt Honourable Perfons 1n Church and State, 
have ſolemnly eſpouſcd ir, and declared for it, 
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